
Saturday 18th November 1973

THE VICAR'S LETTER

Dear Parishioners,

Being the month that it is, this letter will obviously he about our

festivities at Christmas. But let me first mention an event at each

end of the season. The first we all kmow about - the start of our

singing of the Series 3 Communion Service at the Parish Communion.

This begins on Advent Sunday, 2nd December at 9.30 am. On the same

day we have our annual Advent Carol Service and Procession by

candlelight. This has grown to be very popular, and I hope it will

grow each year.

From the beginning of our preparations for Christmas, to the

aftermath of the festival. [sic] You may have heard that BBC Radio

4 has asked to transmit nationwide the Morning Service at 10.30 am

on Epiphany, Sunday 6th January from St. Mary's. The service will

be our Parish Communion, though as it is a live broadcast we shall

have to adjust our time. The congregation are asked to be in Church

by 10 am to allow time for the BBC Producer and his engineers to

explain the procedure to you and to carry out sound-balancing tests

before going on the air. Further arrangements for this will be

announced in Church nearer that time.

The core of the Christmas celebrations will follow the same pattern

as usual. The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols will be on Sunday

23rd December at 6.30 pm. There will be no service at St. Chad's

that night.

The Midnight Eucharist on Christmas Eve will start at 11.30 pm as

last year with the Blessing of the Crib. On Christmas Day itself

there will be services of Holy Communion at 8 am, 9.30 am and 11.30

am. The Christingle Service at 4 pm on Christmas Day has been a

great success in the last two years. I hope that the number of

children arid their parents will continue to grow - last year there

were nearly a hundred at the service. The children will be learning

to make their Christingles at Sunday School during the next few

weeks.

The Sunday Schools have their celebrations on Sunday 30th at St.

Chad's when we hope that many parents will come to the Nativity

Play and Prize-giving which begins at
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2.30 pm. The Sunday School New Year Party is on Saturday 5th

January at St. Chad's.

May I wish you all a very joyful Christmas and New Year.

Darrel Speedy








