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Dear Friends
What a summer it has been! I hope that you have been able to enjoy the holiday
season, whatever you have been able to do.
I have to confess the hot weather has given me the excuse to watch more sport.
The World Cup, Wimbledon, Formula 1, Tour-De-France, European Swimming
Championships, and the Ryder Cup still to come.
I have watched some incredible battles. Nadal/Djokovic at tennis. Hamilton/Vettel
in motor racing. Geraint Thomas in cycling. Adam Peaty in swimming. The England
football team at the world cup.
Sport and Faith are two of the greatest passions people have throughout the
world. What are the similarities between sport and the spiritual life?
The Bible compares athletics to a growing relationship with God. An athlete needs
training, perseverance, encouragement, discipline, teamwork.
The very best players make mistakes, but winners learn how to deal with their
own lack of perfection, despite years of practice, and continue on relentlessly in
their efforts. There is a saying in sport; the game isn’t over until it’s over. You can
be losing but pick yourself back up again. It’s hard but possible with the right
attitude and effort.
Mental toughness is just as
important as raw talent and
skill, there is always another
day. Whether we win or lose
life goes on. Circumstances
might have made life very
difficult, but don’t give up.
Perseverance is vital to the
Christian life: determination,
commitment and the will to
continue even against the
odds.

Cycle race: photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash
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When you are playing a singles match you are on your own, but in the game of
life, Christ is with us. The Holy Spirit is present to strengthen us, our family and
friends are there to encourage us, we are not alone. St Paul saw many spiritual
victories, but went through depression, beatings, prison, shipwreck, betrayal and
abandonment. Near the end of his life he wasn’t looking back in bitterness, but
forward in hope.
“I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith. Now
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge will award to me on that day-and not only to me, but also to all who have
longed for His appearing.”(2 Timothy 4:7-8).
Don’t give up. Don’t quit. If we want to win in the game of life then we must serve
well. We must serve one another, with Christ at our side. And with Christ we will
succeed.
God Bless.
Mike Searle

St Luke’s Tide
Celebration of Healing and Wholeness
Treasure in Clay Jars
Saturday October 20th 2018
Lincoln Minster School
Upper Lindum St
Lincoln LN2 5RW

And Lincoln Cathedral
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9:30

Arrive at School for Coffee

10:00 Keynote Address: The Ven Dr Justine Allain Chapman
Anointed for Compassion: Becoming whole and
bringing healing

10:45 Short break
11:00

Workshops (Please select one)








Healing in the Celtic Tradition
Healing in the Community
Healing through Retreats
Conflict Resolution – an introduction
Introducing Deliverance Ministry
Inner Healing/Healing of Memories
Starting from Scratch

12:00 Short break – move to cathedral
12:30 Eucharist with prayer and anointing
The day is free of charge but please book and choose
your workshop so that we can allocate rooms
appropriately.
To book:

Please e-mail
discipleship@lincoln.anglican.org with your
name and choice of one workshop,

Or phone:

John Leach on 01522-50 40 50 x4108

We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be
made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God
and does not come from us. – 2 Corinthians 4:7
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Wilderspin National School
Heritage Open Days are almost upon us. This year the events have been
incorporated into a ten day heritage festival from 6 – 16 September. The
Lincolnshire theme this year is Picturing the Past, and our contributions in the
record breaking Barton programme are:
Up in the Gallery Friday, 7 September, 7.30pm: Victorian music hall show in the
Joseph Wright Hall.
Open Building – Joseph Wright Hall, Thurs 13 – Sun 16 September, 11am – 3pm
Welcome to Barton, Sat 8 & Sun 9 September and Thursday 13 – Sunday 16
September, 10am – 4pm: Civic Society exhibition in the Joseph Wright Hall
Art on the Railings, Saturday 8 September, 1pm – 4pm: Children’s painting
workshop.
Barton Town Band, Friday 14 September, 7.30pm: a talk by Jonathan Evison in the
Joseph Wright Hall
Art on the Railings, Sat 15 September, 11am – 4pm: Exhibition of children’s work.
The Camera Never Lies, Saturday 15 September, 1-3pm, Queen Street family trail
starting at Wilderspin School Museum.
What Lies beneath? Sunday 16 September, 11am – 2pm: Victorian costume to
look at and discuss.
Barton Bunker – our school visits team and residents from The Options Group’s
“Applegate House” open the Holydyke Air Raid Shelter. Check programme for
opening times.
Full details are available in print in the 2018 Heritage Lincolnshire Heritage Open
Days programme, and also in the superb Barton souvenir brochure “Picturing the
Past”. You can also check all events online at: heritagelinconshire.org.uk
barton-upon-humber.org.uk
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Letter from The Bishop of Grantham
Dear Friends,
Earlier in the summer, one of my oldest friends suddenly died. Michael has known
me since I was eighteen. He was an inspiration for me, first in becoming an active
Christian, and secondly as I explored a call to ordination. He has been there for me
for over twenty-five years.
It goes without saying that I will miss Michael very much.
He taught me two things above all.
The first is about the importance of praying for people, and of allowing oneself to
be prayed for.
Michael was hugely disciplined in his prayer. He kept a diary so that he could
make sure that he would pray for people regularly. He remembered their
birthdays, and included these and other significant events in his praying. Most
importantly, he was very down to earth about his prayer life. For him, it was akin
to washing his face or brushing his teeth: something that he did regularly and
without fuss, because it was important to do. And as he did to others, so he drew
prayer from them in return.
I very much doubt that I will ever be as disciplined in my prayer as Michael was:
but I try to be.
The other thing that Michael taught me was about generosity. He was generous
with his time, he was generous with his hospitality, and he was generous with his
money. He didn’t have much, but from what he had, he gave very generously
indeed. And the Church, the Body of Christ, received from his generosity. Working
always in poor parishes, Michael’s generosity inspired other people to be
generous. His churches always paid their parish share. Not for him or his
congregations an argument that ‘others aren’t contributing, so why should we?’,
or a suggestion that ‘we need to put our own house in order before we think
about anyone else’. To Michael, the diocese was a family of parishes, and in a
family everyone supported everyone else. His attitude was remarkably liberating,
rooted as it was in the knowledge that God had given generously to him, so it was
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his joy to give generously to God’s people. I very much respect this
unselfconscious attitude to money, and pray that I may grow in it myself.
So, uncertain though I am about the discipline and quality of my prayer, I am
certain that Michael’s example of generosity challenges me every time I worship:
do I have the simple, gracious, generous dependence on God that he had, and am
I as generous with my time, my hospitality and my money as he was with his? If I
am not yet satisfied about any of these things, then here are things that I can do
something about.
In September, as the harvest that began at Lammas during high summer comes to
its end, I will be thinking about the different gifts that I have been given, and
about my opportunities to use those gifts in the service of the gospel: gifts of
prayer, gifts of time, gifts of friendship and gifts of money. And I will be thinking
about Michael, and continuing to thank God for him.
Perhaps you might join me in these thoughts, substituting for Michael whomever
it is who has strongly and positively influenced you in your life and in your journey
of faith?
With every blessing,
Bishop Nicholas

St Mary’s Ladies’ Group
Our last meeting of the current session took the form of a treasure hunt. Our
leaders had provided us with instructions to follow a trail from St. Mary's, solving
clues along the way. We had a very jolly amble through the churchyard, along
Burgate and into St. Peter's grounds, finding clues as we went. We then
progressed onto Green Lane, Barrow Road and back along Whitecross Street to
the church hall. We managed to solve most clues but a few eluded us. Back at the
hall the winner was declared to be Pam Read and her sister who had to fight a
play-off to win the prize!
The evening finished with a cream tea which was enjoyed by all.
Gill Dear
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A quiet moment at the Operation Christmas Child Summer Fair in St Mary’s Church Hall.
An amazing £888 was raised for the project.

St. MARY'S LADIES GROUP enjoying tea and scones after a Treasure Hunt around the town
at our last meeting of the summer.
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St. MARY'S LADIES SINGING GROUP, sporting fascinators, with patient leader Fiona Tannet,
at last month's meeting where they entertained members of the group.
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REBIRTH
Start now to live a complete life,
Limbs, organs, senses, all recharged.
Breath in lungs to face the strife.
Long sleep, of mind and body passed
Limbs stretch to feel new life flowing.
Ideas and plans in mind are massed,
Opening eyes look round in wonder
For everything seems new and strange.
Heartbeats loud to burst asunder;
Eyes devour life’s light and bustle
Fingers touch in new delight,
Ears pick up each sound and rustle.
Spirit flames in motivation.
Forward move with firm intention
In a world of revelation.
Dennis Cowe

Church Flowers
Donations have been received in loving memory of:H S (Bob) Griffiths
W Jeremy Griffiths
Rev. J and Mrs. Patterson
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September Diary
Sat 1st

1.00 pm

Sunday 2nd September

Wedding
Trinity 14

8.00 am

Said Eucharist

9.30 am

Parish Eucharist

6.00 pm

Said Evening Prayer

Mon 3rd

9.30 am

Toddler Time

th

1.30 pm

Shoebox group (Hall)

th

9.30 am

Said Eucharist (MU Corporate)

Tues 4

Wed 5

10.15 am

Thurs 6
Fri 7

th

th

Sat 8

th

Diary meeting (Vicarage)

2.00 pm

Service at Beech house

7.30 pm

Ladies’ Group

2.00 pm

Service at Eagle House

6.00 pm

Prayers before the Blessed Sacrament

10.00am-12noon

Traidcraft Coffee Morning

11.00 am
Sunday 9th September

Mon 10th

Wed 12
Fri 14

th

th

Wedding
The Blessed Virgin Mary

8.00 am

Said Eucharist

9.30 am

Parish Eucharist

2.30 pm

Service at The Willows

4.00 pm

Baptisms

6.00 pm

Choral Evensong

9.30 am

Toddler Time

9.30 am

Deanery Synod (Barnetby)

2.00 pm

Standing Committee (Vicarage)

9.30 am

Said Eucharist

2.00 pm

Service at Westbridge House

9.00 am

Holy Cross Day
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Said Eucharist

Sat 15th

11.00am

Lectio Divina

3.30pm
Sunday 16th September

Mon 17th

Friends of St. Mary’s afternoon tea.
Trinity 16

8.00 am

Said Eucharist

9.30 am

Parish Eucharist

6.00 pm

Said Evening Prayer

9.30 am

Toddler Time
Home Communions this week

Tues 18

th

Wed 19

th

7.00 pm

Said Eucharist

7.45 pm

In Depth group (4a Caistor Road)

9.30 am

Said Eucharist

2.00 pm

Mothers’ Union

7.30pm

Ladies’ Group

Thurs 20th
Sat 22

nd

Parish News Deadline
11.00 am

Sunday 23rd September

Lectio Divina
Trinity 17

8.00 am

Said Eucharist

9.30 am

Parish Eucharist

11.30 am

Mon 24th
Wed 26
Sat 29

th

th

Baptisms

6.00 pm

Said Eucharist with hymns

9.30 am

Toddler Time

7.00 pm

Said Eucharist and PCC

9.30 am

Said Eucharist

10.30am

Michael and All
Angels

Said Eucharist

11.00am

Lectio Divina

4.00 pm

Wedding
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Sunday 30th September

Trinity 18

8.00 am

Said Eucharist

9.30 am

Parish Eucharist

6.00 pm

Said Evening Prayer

Forthcoming events:
Saturday 8th September. 10.00am – 12noon. Traidcraft Coffee Morning
Sunday 9th September. Patronal Festival
Saturday 15th September. 3.30pm. “Friends of St. Mary’s” Afternoon Tea.
Sunday 7th October. Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday
Monday 8th October. &.00 pm Harvest Supper

From The Registers
Baptisms:- None in August
Marriages:Aug 3rd

Stephen Leslie BEACHER & Tracey Marie BURNETT

Funerals:July 31st

Henry Martin BROWN

Aug 9th

Dennis Ian BOYALL

Aug 14th

Colleen Gwenyth BRIDGEMAN

Aug 15th

Gerald CHAPMAN

Aug 16th

Michael Robert BOOTH

Aug 28th

Robert Alan (Bob) ANDREWS
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Our Weathers!
My diaries recorded
Monday July 24th, 2017:COLD and windy – could it be the coldest July day on Record?!
6.15pm on ITV’s “Calendar”, Jon Mitchell on Beverley’s Race Course was wearing
a THICK anorak…

Monday July 23rd, 2018:As hot as ever. Possibly the hottest and most stuffy of nights.
The Country Week supplement of ‘The Yorkshire Post’ dated Saturday July 21st,
2018, contains Sue Woodcock’s Wolds Diary, and she wrote, “I gave my talk to a
great audience and then I needed to pay a cheque into a bank and had noticed a
Lloyds’ Bank at Barton so stopped off there. Opposite were a couple of Charity
Shops which was fatal! In one I managed to buy two sacks of used ties.”
Contributed by D.B.R.

Did you know?
When a "service dog" comes towards you without its owner, the owner may well
be in trouble. A "service dog" is one used by people with visual and/or hearing
impairment or other disability - we would more commonly call them "guide dogs".
These dogs are trained to leave their master or mistress when that person needs
help, e.g. after a fall or seizure. So if such an animal approaches you, please don't
shoo it away as a nuisance - it has a very important task on behalf of its owner.
Follow it and see what the problem is - and if needed call for additional help.
Alan.
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The Rich Man
This is the solution to last month’s Word Search – if you still have the magazine
you can check the words!
As Jesus was starting on the way out of Jerusalem, a man ran up to him and said
“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
“You must do what it says in the Commandments,” said Jesus. “‘You must not
murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not lie
about others. You must not cheat anyone. You must respect your father and
mother.’”
“But, Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I
was young.”
Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you
haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.
Jesus said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of
God!” This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear children, it is very hard to
enter the Kingdom of God. In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!”
The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked.
Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But
not with God. Everything is possible with God.”

SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICE
The Senior Citizen’s Service, followed by tea, is to be held on
Monday 10th September at 2:30pm at Trinity Chapel.
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Autumn at Ropery Hall
The autumn programme at Ropery Hall is full of music, theatre and a sprinkling of
comedy, beginning in the first week of September with a story of life at sea in the
fishing industry with Swinging the Lamp based on the true-life experiences of Hull
skipper Jim Williams and continuing right the way through to the end of
December with the traditional farewell to the old year in the company of Snake
Davis who this year will be accompanied by His Alligator Shoes!
Other highlights include Tom Robinson (sadly sold out)
Tom Baxter playing here in one of his first live gigs for
several years, China Crisis who will be performing
some classics from their back catalogue as well as
alongside tracks from their new album Autumn in the
Neighbourhood.

China Crisis

We also welcome the return of Chris Difford, Martyn
Joseph, Megson and St Agnes Fountain.

The autumn theatre flier is now out with a repeat of
last year’s offer for a fourth free show when you book three other theatre
performances and there is plenty of choice starting in October with The Kaiser & I
set in 1914 Berlin, and a celebration of the comedy underdog in the golden age of
television as told by comedy historian Robert Ross as he looks at the forgotten
heroes of comedy.
Actor Neil Gore brings his one-man show, The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists
based on the novel by Robert Tressell to Barton, courtesy of an Edwardian Magic
Show using Magic Lantern and projected animation, with political conjuring tricks
and live music and song.
As the year nears its end we welcome back Adam Z Robinson with Shivers, a trio
of delightfully thrilling new ghost stories, set to the haunting sounds of the violin.
All the autumn events can now be found online at www.roperyhall.co.uk.
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Why we should join the Friends of St Mary's even if we already
belong to the envelope scheme.
At present we give or raise enough money to run our parish church and pay our
parish share to the diocese, which in effect covers our contribution to the cost of
a vicar. However, we do not give or raise enough money to maintain and repair
our church building. Clearly the regular congregation, and to a degree those who
use our church more occasionally must accept responsibility for the day to day
running of St Mary's. We also have some responsibility for maintaining it for
future generations, but this is something we share with the wider community as a
whole, because St Mary's is a major element in Barton's history and heritage.
That is why we want to establish a “Friends of St Mary's” which will raise money
specifically for our church building, and can be supported by those whose interest
in St Mary’s is inspired by its history and architecture rather than by its religious
significance. However this does not let regular worshippers off the hook. We
cannot expect others to maintain the church while we just use it. It is vital that
we should support the Friends ourselves, hopefully in conjunction with those who
see St Mary's as an important building which needs to be preserved.
A few years ago a small group of us undertook to pay for the repair and protection
of some of St Mary's windows by giving £10 a month for a couple of years or so,
which meant that the work was paid for quite separately from the regular
finances of the church. In effect the Windows Scheme could be seen as the pilot
for our proposed “Friends of St Mary's”.
There is no fixed subscription to the Friends but.... if, say, fifty people donated £10
a month to the Friends, that would mean an annual income of £6,000. If on the
back of that we could get grants, we could really start to get things done.
The Friends of St Mary's have a social side too. Our next event will be Afternoon
Tea at 3.30pm on Saturday 15th September. The theme will be a commemoration
of 100 years of women's suffrage. Feel free to dress up if you'd like to – the
colours associated with the movement were purple, green and white. Please
come – and please bring a friend!
Geoff Brown.
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