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If you’re reading this in a 
waiting room, or had it 
passed on by a friend, you 
might like to know that 
you can pick up a copy of 
your own from the table 
at the back of the church for a very small 
charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to 
someone else who might enjoy it!   

 
Thought for the Day 

In the 1960s people took 
acid to make the world 
weird. Now it is weird and 
people get drunk to make 
it seem normal. 
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Making life a little simpler 

Pity your poor magazine editor (and contributors) working in all seasons, 
sweating over hot computers/biro's/quill pens to produce the monthly 
outpouring of wit and wisdom which is St Mary's Magazine. 

Pity them still more trying to come up with material to fill it during August 
when everyone's on holiday. We're usually light on copy for the January 
magazine, too, because nearly all the events whose photos and reports we 
include (in a normal year) haven't happened by mid-December, when the 
magazine's printed. 

Rather than continuing to tax the ingenuity of the Magazine Mafia, we've 
taken the decision to produce 'double editions' for August/September 
(which should include everything before the 'summer shutdown') and for 
December/January (if you rake through your back-issues you'll find all our 
Christmas news has always appeared in the February edition). It also 
means we can keep the cost of the subscription down to £5 per year in the 
face of increasing costs."  

In a Time of Pestilence 

As I sit here penning this, Manchester is teetering on the brink of a tier-
three lockdown, York is about to be 'promoted' to tier two, and it's just 
been announced that the public will not be able to gather at the Cenotaph 
this Remembrance Sunday. All in all, it's not an encouraging picture for 
anyone trying to plan events this autumn. 

There's been a lot in the media and in general chatter across the country 
about 'Christmas being cancelled' and so on and so forth, and it's fair to 
say that things are certainly going to be different this November and 
December. However.... 

Cancelling Christmas is something which Oliver Cromwell attempted 
during the Commonwealth and, so far as I know, even with his party of 
Christmas-dinner sniffing vigilantes patrolling towns in search of evildoers 
cooking goose, he failed signally in his efforts to do so. Now, unless Boris is 
thinking of redeploying 'Track and Trace' staff to go in search of 
churchgoers, cake-makers and pudding-steamers, a repetition of Puritan 
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England seems unlikely; Christmas may have become all about office 
parties and waking up with a stonking hangover, multiple embarrassment 
and terminal indigestion, but there is more to it than that. 

So unless November 8th/December 25th etc etc are struck from the 
calendar (and we can't even blame Europe for that these days) 
Remembrance and Christmas will still be marked in Barton by the 
Churches. Exactly what form things will take, we still can't be sure - there's 
no civic Remembrance ceremony at the War Memorial this year, and the 
11.30 service here will be scaled down to be COVID-secure – the fallen will 
be honoured, and in due course the Christ-Child will be born – even if we 
can't sing about it! 

Advent Sunday, November 29th 

Our traditional evening service of Advent Carols and readings by candle-
light will be undergoing some major adjustments for this year, and 
(inevitably) there'll be little opportunity to sing. However, we will still be 
holding a meditative service at 6.00 pm (perhaps even with candles!) to 
mark the beginning of Advent, just with a few different twists. 

Christingle 

Sadly, try as we might, we can't think of a way of holding the traditional 
Christingle service this year within government regulations and Church 
guidelines. The smell of gently roasting Dolly Mixture will therefore not be 
smelled in the land! 

However, this will (across the country) impact seriously on the work of the 
Children's Society, one of Britain's leading charities in supporting children 
in need and at risk, so we will be announcing ways (see later in this 
magazine – Ed) in which you can still support this important work even if 
you're deprived of the blazing orange in 2020. 

Armageddon Bingo 

I was in Hessle Bookshop the other week, and we fell to discussing Events 
and their impact on local businesses and churches (the owners are 
staunch RC's and we get almost all our Church supplies from them). In a 
wicked moment, I suggested they could start a sideline in bingo cards, but 
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on each one there'd be squares marked 'Earthquake,' 'Flood' 'Plague' and 
so on which would keep the more fevered of imagination types busy while 
the rest of us got on with trying to look after people and heal the planet. 

These last few weeks of the year before Christmas so heaves its bulk into 
view that nothing else can be seen are quite dark – All Saints Day is all 
very well, but as we hum 'For All The Saints' we can't help but remember 
the line continues 'Who from their labours rest.' All Souls' drives the point 
home in case we'd missed it, then along comes Remembrance Sunday, the 
celebration of Christ the King (whose readings challenge many of our 
assumptions about God) before we enter Advent with its themes of light, 
darkness and judgement. It's about as far away as you can get from the 
brittle adverts reminding us that life simply can't go on unless we max out 
our credit cards, cripple our livers and put on 10kg in the course of a 
fortnight. 

Although the playing of Armageddon Bingo goes back centuries (Halley's 
Comet being taken as a sign of the end in the 11th century), and the 
efforts to second-guess God, despite the warnings against it in the 
Gospels, identifying all manner of things as 'proof' that the End Is Nigh will 
doubtless continue among the more excitable, there is, perhaps, a 
message in these weeks at the waning of the year which we can take to 
heart without eagerly scouring the headlines for Wars and Rumours of 
Wars – it's the call to self-examine our past and the wider course of 
human history and ask where we stand and what we hope for. And this 
year of all years, to ask what God would have us do to build his Kingdom 
of justice, hope and peace. As the clocks go back and the nights draw in, 
and we reflect on some difficult parts of the human story it'd be no bad 
thing to ask ourselves, 'What's God up to – and how do I join in?' 

Fr David 

What is the best thing for a dog with a fever?  
Mustard - it is the best thing for a hot dog. 

How did the yeti feel when he had flu? Abominable. 

My dog can do maths. I asked him what 17-17 was. He said nothing.  
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Harvest 2020 

Once again, the Covid 19 virus affected our celebrations! Being unable to 
receive our usual Harvest gifts, enjoy the Harvest Supper and conduct the 
auction of goods for Christian Aid, we brought non-perishable goods for 
the Food-Bank and donations for Christian Aid. The items were beautifully 
displayed at the West end of the church, near the Choir Vestry and were 
blessed by Father David, during the service. Afterwards the food items 
were collected up and taken away for the Food Bank. 

So, many thanks to all who brought their gifts and to those who decorated 
the Church with Harvest flowers. 

Val Dukes 

All Souls / Remembrance Prayer Opportunity  

Barton Trinity Methodist Church 

Sunday 1 November 11 – 3pm 

Wednesday 4 November 1 – 6pm 

It is unfortunate that we cannot hold our Annual service but we are 
extending a warm welcome to all who would like an opportunity to attend 
and remember everyone both living and deceased. 

There will be an opportunity to look in our Memorial Book, sit for a while 
and then if wanted light candles to celebrate your loved one’s life. 

By opening at varying times, we are hoping that this ensures everyone 
who wants to can attend at a time appropriate for them and in a safely 
distanced manner. 

Entrance is through Vestry Lane and exit onto Chapel Lane. 

If you have any queries etc. please contact Deacon Helen on 
Helenweb2@gmail.com  

Or 01469 533322. 
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Not the Christingle Service! 

Unfortunately, this year we will be unable to hold our usual Christingle 
service, which I know for many people is the start of their Christmas 
festivities. It’s disappointing not to be able to do so, as it’s usually the 
best-attended service of the year. 

It also means that the Children’s Society will miss out on several hundred 
pounds in donations; when that is multiplied by the numerous churches 
and schools who participate, that’s an enormous chunk of their income. 

In order to help with this, there will be a pile of Christingle envelopes on 
the table at the back of church from December 1st till December 20th. Do 
please collect one, fill it and post it in the safe inside the church door. The 
larger envelopes have a Gift Aid section, so if you can fill that in as well, it 
means extra money for the Children’s Society without extra cost to you.  

The donations will be suitably blessed before being counted and sent off. 

Alan 

PARISH NEWS 

We are all going through very difficult times at the moment and the 
church is not exempt from this. From being closed during the lockdown, 
we now have limited numbers able to attend church for Funerals, 
Weddings and Baptisms. We also have to contend with social distancing, 
wearing of face coverings, no singing of hymns and much more, the 
impact of which looks fit to extend through autumn and winter into 2021. 

One constant throughout the year has been the publication of the Parish 
News each month, even though some months there has been limited 
material due to the circumstances. Thanks must go to Carol our editor for 
producing the magazine each month.  

November is the month when your distributor knocks at your door to 
collect the £5:00 subscriptions for the following year. Under the current 
circumstances the Church has agreed that this would be totally 
inappropriate. The decision has therefore been made to waive the 
payment of the first 3 months of 2021. 
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Our current thinking is that we shall be looking to collect the subscription 
with the April ’21 edition, for the period April ’21 to March ’22. 

Mike Searle. 

 

From the Registers 

Baptisms:-  None in October 

 

Marriages:- 

Sept 26th Christopher Dean WOODS & Simone Claudete MEEKIN 
 

Funerals:- 

Oct 9th Irene ROBINSON 

Oct 13th Anthony Thomas WALKER 

Oct 19th Alice Elizabeth McMAHON 

Oct 20th Betty SEDDON 

Oct 23rd Valerie June STOCKS 

 
 

Church Flowers 

Donations for flowers in Church have 
been received in loving memory of:- 
 

Brian Creasey 
Edna and John Bellamy 
Frank and Kate Howard  
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The Ministry of Wholeness and Healing 

A ‘New’ Service at St Mary’s 

‘And the people all tried to touch him because power was coming from 
him and healing them all.’ (Luke 6.19) 

While the fight against physical sickness is very much a reality of our lives, 
so too is the struggle over emotional sickness. Many of us struggle with 
some level of depression, anxiety, fear or distress – feelings that are not 
easy or quick to resolve through physical medicine and traditional 
healthcare alone. 

The ministry of wholeness and healing is not new to the Church of 
England, and it is certainly not new to St Mary’s. Indeed, the concept of 
wholeness and healing is integral to the whole ethos of Christianity. The 
gospel tells us that one of the reasons for God coming to us in the person 
of Jesus Christ was to bring to us the ministry of healing – not just physical 
healing, but psychological or mental healing, and healing of the soul. This 
is what is sometimes referred to as ‘emotional wholeness’. The official 
perspective of the Church of England is that: 

‘Healing, reconciliation and restoration are integral to the good news of 
Jesus Christ. For this reason, prayer for individuals, focused through laying 
on of hands or anointing with oil, has a proper place within the public 
prayer of the Church. God’s gracious activity of healing is to be seen both 
as part of the proclaiming of the good news and as an outworking of the 
presence of the Spirit in the life of the Church.’ 

However, although such a ministry has always been present within St 
Mary’s, in more recent years it has become less apparent and less well 
known within the parish community. Perhaps, in truth, it has also become 
less accessible, with the service previously being timed for 7.30pm on a 
weekday evening – which is not always the best of times for those who 
feel unwell, fatigued, or in physical or mental pain, to venture out of their 
homes, and especially so during the cold and dark winter months. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has been the trigger for many changes in our 
traditional routines and, although there have been many negative aspects, 
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the pandemic has also brought opportunities; not least, the opportunity 
to reconsider some of our existing services, and the Tuesday evening 
service in particular.  

In this respect, and after prayerful discussion, it has been agreed that a 
new service of wholeness and healing (albeit without the anointing with 
oil and laying on of hands during the Covid pandemic) will be held at 
lunchtime on the first Friday of every month, commencing with the first 
Friday of November, at 12.30pm, in the Chapel of St Thomas, here at St 
Mary’s Church. The service will be within the traditional setting of a 
Eucharist, and it is envisaged that it will last for between 30-40 minutes.  

By positioning the service on a weekday lunchtime, it is hoped that, in the 
course of time, the service might be additionally attractive to members of 
the wider community who do not normally manage to attend the 
traditional Sunday services - especially those who may be attending the 
GP surgeries during the day, or simply out shopping, or even to those 
working in the town and on their lunch-break. 

There is so much more to be said and discussed regarding the ministry of 
wholeness and healing – topics for future magazine articles, discussion 
groups, prayer meetings or quiet days should the desire be there. 
However, for the time being, please make a note in your diaries of the 
new service – and please start to spread the word amongst your friends 
and the wider community. The service is open to everyone, from any 
denomination, and regardless as to whether they are baptised, confirmed, 
or regular churchgoers.   

Commencing Friday 6th November 

Eucharistic service of Wholeness and Healing 

1st Friday of every month at 12.30pm 

All are welcome 

Yours in Christ 

Fr Robert 
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A Note of Thanks 

Despite the limitations imposed last month by the pandemic in respect to 
my ordination service as a priest, I have been overwhelmed by the many 
cards, gifts and good wishes sent to me by so many people from within 
and outside of our usual church community (including a very generous 
book token presented to me by Fr David on behalf of “the good folk of St 
Mary’s”.  

I have tried to personally thank as many people as possible. However, it is 
inevitable that I will have not been able to speak with everyone. So, I hope 
that this short note goes some way in rectifying any such omission. I am 
truly most grateful and, indeed, humbled and blessed by the intensity of 
good wishes, kindness and generosity of spirit (often in more than one 
kind!).  

A sincere ‘thank you’ to you all. 

Yours, with the love of Christ,  

Fr Robert + 
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The 

Ordination 

of Fr Robert 

Jaggs-Fowler 

The Priesting 
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Fr Robert after 
his First Mass 
with the Revd 
Dr Peter Green 

 

Fr David, 
Robert and the 
Bishop 
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November Diary Dates 

Please note: 

• All services are subject to the government regulations at the time. 

• Fr. David is unavailable on Thursdays, except in dire emergency. If 
necessary, please contact a churchwarden or another member of 
the clergy. 

 
Sunday 1st November - All Saints’ Day/Eve of All Souls’ Day 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 6.00pm  All Souls’ Requiem 

 

Wed 4th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU Corporate) 

Fri 6th 12.30pm  Eucharist for Wholeness and Healing 

 

Sunday 8th November - 3 before Advent.  Remembrance Sunday 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Town Service 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 9th    2.00pm  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

Wed 11th      9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 

Sunday 15th November - 2 before Advent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 
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Wed 18th   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 

Sunday 22nd November - Christ the King 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

 

Wed 25th    9.30 am  Said Eucharist 

 

Sunday 29th November - Advent Sunday 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 6.00 pm  Reflective Service for Advent 

 

 

The Mission to Seafarers 

Those who have been into St. Mary’s will have seen the Seafarer box is 
back. I’m grateful to Sam Wright for being willing to look after it for me. 

Despite the various restrictions, work with and for our Humber seafarers 
continues. 

The Trent: The cabin centre at Groveport is being prepared for when it is 
safe to open. A new kitchen has been bought and awaits installation. The 
centre has been painted and ready for installation of other items such as 
free Wi Fi for seafarers, security cameras, flooring, TV, etc. It will serve as a 
24-hour accessible place for seafarers on ships along the river Trent to visit 
and relax.  

I will keep updating on this exciting project as it develops. 
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Immingham Seafarer Centre: This is operated by a Trust called the 
Humber Seafarer Services, though it only serves Immingham. This has had 
to remain closed during restrictions and is at real risk due to financial 
pressures. Do remember the trust members in your prayers. 

The MTS Chaplain: Jake Pass has been able to respond to requests from 
ships and since July started on-deck visiting, with mask and social 
distancing. He receives a steady stream of chocolates from me, and from 
those who have kindly continued with donations, both financially and 
materially. Many thanks to those lovely folk who have helped in this. 

Though it has been known that some chocolates have gone missing 
between being bought and dropped off to me! ‘Lead us not into 
temptation.’ 

I recently had opportunity to join Jake at Groveport for a couple of 
requested ship visits. Not easy with masks due to my hearing. a) I can’t lip 
read, b) my hearing aids ‘pop’ off my ears when the mask comes off. So 
far, they have not disappeared into the Trent!  

On one ship we met a very anxious 3rd officer from the Philippines. When 
asked how long he had been on board, he said ‘one month, sir, but I was 
on a big ship for 6 months before that. When we arrived in Turkey I 
expected to go home, but because of Covid the company sent me to 
Europe to join this small ship – no Wi Fi, little contact with home and 
family!’ To the next question of how long he will remain on board, his eyes 
welled up as he replied ‘5 more months, sir.’ 

He did have a mobile, but his £30 data card only had £3 on it. So Jake just 
gave him a £15 card so he could Skype home. 

It is so heart breaking, just another nameless seafarer facing extreme 
issues due to the nature of their work, isolation, anxiety, long periods 
away from home, totally exacerbated by the Covid 19 difficulties. Do 
please pray for our seafarers at this time. 

Gifts for Seafarers – the Mission volunteers have already wrapped many 
gifts for Christmas as a wrapping session together is out of the question. 
We are still looking for contributions, and the box in church is one drop off 
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point. I will also arrange collection of any items folk would like to give – 
my details will be at the end of this article. 

Gifts we need are:  

Small Note books - Sweets – Chocolate (Mars Bounty Snickers etc!) 
Razors - Shaving Crème/Gel – Flannels – Toothbrush - Toothpaste 
Tissues - Nail Clippers - Warm Socks 
 

Many thanks and sending you all every blessing. 

Fr. Ivan Howitt – Hon. Chaplain, The Mission to Seafarers 
E Mail: ivan.howitt@me.com Phone: 07739 316019 

 

NHS COVID-19 App For Your Smartphone 

People aged 16 and over in England and Wales are being asked to 
download the new NHS COVID-19 contact tracing app.  

Using the app: 

• Lets you know if you may have been exposed to the virus 
• Gives you updates on the risk level in your area 
• Lets you check into venues using the QR scanner 
• Allows you to check any symptoms you may be having, and book a 

Coronavirus test if needed 

The app is FREE and is the fastest way of receiving an alert when you're at 
risk from coronavirus (COVID-19). The quicker you know, the quicker you 
can alert your loved ones, and your community. However, older phones 
cannot run the app. 

It runs all the time in the background, but you can switch it off at night 
when you’re not meeting anyone else. Just remember to switch it back on 
in the morning! 

You can download the app onto your smartphone: 
https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-covid-19/ 
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COVID-19 Information Update: 

If you are required to self-isolate and are on a low income and are unable 
to work from home, you may be eligible for a support payment of £500. 
This is known as the Test and Trace Support Payment. 

Local Authorities are working quickly to set up these self-isolation support 
schemes and they are expected to be in place by the 12th October. If you 
had to self-isolate on or after the 28th September, you may be eligible for 
a backdated payment. 

People are being encouraged to remember that self-isolating is now a 
legal obligation, and that breaching self-isolation rules can incur fines 
which start at £1,000 and can increase up to £10,000.  

If you think you have Coronavirus or have been in contact with someone 
who has tested positive, begin self-isolating as soon as possible, and book 
a test either using the NHS Covid-19 app, or by calling the NHS119 
phoneline.  

 

Granny Nancy 

Ireland’s oldest citizen, Nancy Stewart, aged 107, has written an amazing 
letter to encourage everyone in these difficult and anxious times, which is 
now circulating on Facebook. 

To Anyone Who Needs a Reason to Keep Going: 

My name is Nancy Stewart and I was born on the 16th of October 1913. 
This weekend I turn 107 years of age. 

Imagine turning 107 in a world pandemic. This definitely is something very 
unusual even for me and all I have been through. I live in Clonard in 
County Meath and have lived in my home for over 83 years. 

I lost my husband in a car crash in 1989, and lost my twin daughters 
Margaret in 2007 to motor neurone and Anne in 2010 to utter heartbreak 
of losing her sister. I’ve lost all my friends throughout the years which 
comes with living so long on this earth. 
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I’m very lucky to still have three daughters, Kathleen, Mary and Olive, and 
one son, Finian and I have 84 grandchildren, great grandchildren and great 
great grandchildren.  

I have faced many heart-breaking moments and also have seen many hard 
times in our country witnessing world wars, division in our people and 
numerous sad times for our nation. 

I write to you today to send you my love and to offer you my prayers. We 
are in a very difficult time at the moment in our country, in our lives and in 
our world. But I reach out to you in this letter to offer you hope, faith and 
belief that everything will be ok in the end. 

We are in another stage of this battle against the virus but we will get 
through this. Like everything I’ve been through since the day I was born in 
1913, no matter how bad things have got, I’m the living proof that we can 
survive and in years to come, this will just be a distant memory. 

I have a great faith and it has helped me keep positive throughout the 
struggles I’ve met. I thank you for keeping your faith and for keeping your 
resilience strong, through this hard time. Sadly for the moment, we can no 
longer stretch out to a friend and embrace them nor can we call to each 
other's houses. 

But I’m here to share my story. I have been in lockdown in my house since 
March, alongside my granddaughter Louise and even though it has been a 
tough time, we have got through it together.  

We drink tea. We say prayers. We bake. We laugh. We make phone calls. I 
can even video call lots of my family and friends and am making new 
friends every day that God gives me on this earth. 

And that’s a very important thing to say. If you are feeling low, make sure 
to try and call someone, or even go for a walk. I also ask God to help me if 
I’m feeling low. This is a hard time for everyone but please make sure you 
keep yourself well and wear your mask. If you keep healthy, your mind will 
stay healthy too. 

Keep talking to one another. All my life I have always believed in chatting 
and drinking tea and saying a prayer or a decade of the rosary and it has 
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got me through. This is our moment to keep our faith and to keep 
believing that everything will turn out ok. 

We must try to make sure we leave nobody behind and also that we don’t 
lose sight of each other. This is a moment for humanity to step forward to 
take care of each other. We must mind ourselves but we must also mind 
all those around us. Look up and smile, even if you have your mask on. 

Your eyes will smile and that might be all someone needs to keep going. 
No good deed ever goes unnoticed so try your best to keep being good. 
We are not here to live for ourselves but to live for each other. 

I can’t believe I’ve made it to this age; I only feel like I’m 50, but now that 
I’m here, all I can say is please God I’ll be here for my next birthday. We 
must always look forward. I can’t believe I’m the oldest person in Ireland 
living in my own home, I don’t feel that old. 

When God wants me, he will come take me but for now I will keep 
enjoying my life, I’ll keep loving my family and I’ll keep saying my prayers 
day by day …. Oh, and not to forget eating lots of good wholesome food is 
my tip. Good food and lots of tea is my secret to a long life as well as 
keeping positive as best we can. We must always look forward and hope 
for the best. 

Thank you for thinking of me in your prayers and your thoughts and I 
promise I will think of you in my many rosaries I say every day. 

Thank you so much for reading my letter also and I hope I have, in even a 
little way, helped you feel less alone in this moment. There is always hope 
and once we keep talking to one another, no day will seem empty and we 
can get through this together. It only takes a small candle to take away the 
dark and in each of us, we can be that light in the world. 

This hard time will indeed pass like all the rest and all that matters is that 
we helped each other through. 

Many blessings and much love, 

Granny Nancy x 

Clonard, Co Meath. 
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The Meanings of Words 

Do you know if these are the right answers to the questions? If not, 
what are the real answers? 

1. Is a palisade a servant of royalty?  

2. Does friable refer to a way of cooking? 

3. Does vanguard refer to someone in charge of a vehicle? 

4. Is a vignette a type of courgette? 

5. Is a superfluous item one which is above water level? 

6. Does tenderise mean having a gentle expression? 

7. Is plagiarism a bad illness? 

8. Does piebald mean a pie without a topping? 

9. Is a gastronome a type of garden gnome? 

10. If something is bizarre, is it a kind of sale? 

11. Might a truculent man be the owner of a truck-hiring business? 

12. Is a nautical clock an inaccurate timepiece? 

13. Does badinage refer to loss of memory? 

14. Is a quizzical person good at answering questions? 

15. Is a scapegoat an animal that has got loose? 

16. If you ratify something, are you ridding it of vermin? 

17. Is a temperate climate one with many storms? 

18. Is a bridge head an ornate bridge? 

19. Is a hat trick a party game? 

20. If a written article is pithy, is it very wordy? 

21. If you expound something, are you selling it cheap? 

22. And finally, are you pachydermatous? 

Answers in the next issue. 

What do you call a flying primate? A hot air baboon! 

My teacher accused me of plagiarism. His words, not mine. 

How many ears does Captain Kirk have? Three. A left ear, a right ear, and a 
final frontier!  
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Theatre at Ropery Hall 

 

Two theatre productions are taking place at Ropery Hall this month in 
socially distanced surroundings. 

On Friday, November 6, West End actor Mark Farrelly returns with his 
riveting solo show portraying one of the great English writers of the inter-
war years, Patrick Hamilton, who was a dazzling success in his twenties 
writing hit plays Rope and Gaslight as well as classic novels Twenty 
Thousand Streets Under The Sky, Hangover Square and The Slaves of 
Solitude. 

But Hamilton was also an alcoholic, whose wit darkened as his inner and 
outer worlds collapsed. Covering the entire sweep of Hamilton’s thrilling 
life and writing, The Silence of Snow entertains and challenges in equal 
measure, asking audiences: why do so many of us get through life without 
feeling we ever truly knew another person? 

Two weeks later on November 20 Robert Lloyd Parry performs two ghost 
stories by M R James in A Warning To The Curious.  

M R James first wrote his ghost stories to perform to friends in King’s 
College Cambridge in the year leading up to World War One. Now, over a 
century after its first publication, Nunkie Theatre Company has bought 
two of the eeriest and most entertaining back to life in this gripping, 
candlelit one-man show. 

Lost Hearts was among the first stories the author wrote and it offers one 
of his most memorable villains, the predatory scholar Mr Abney. It is 
paired here with perhaps James’s most poignant and personal work: A 
Warning to the Curious, in which a young archaeologist is haunted and 
hunted by the guardian of an ancient treasure. 

Tickets to see either show cost £13 each and can be bought online at 
www.roperyhall.co.uk, in person at the Craft Gallery or by calling 01652 
660380. 
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The Wilderspin Story - the next decade 
The School, Chapel and the surrounding buildings are an 
important element of the town’s conservation area and 
heritage, which attracts visitors from all over the 
country.  Our volunteers foster civic pride and help 
promote Barton, with its unique links to Samuel 
Wilderspin’s contribution to British education.  

Here’s another sample of the things they do – in case you or someone you 
know might like to consider joining us.   

Looking after our visitors is one of the most important things we do.  So, 
Members of the Front of House Group have an interest in customer care – 
meeting people and chatting with them.   

We are trying out room guides – you don’t need to know much about the 
School or Samuel Wilderspin as we provide the training and information 
you need.  You can dress up but it’s not an essential requirement!  Our 
guides also conduct tours with visiting adult groups. 

The Joseph Wright project is an exciting, new venture – help is needed to 
run this part of the Museum for community events and creative arts.   We 
need more support to help apply for funding and plan the building’s 
future.   

None of our volunteer work would happen without someone or a small 
team organising it all.  We don’t have anyone in a volunteer coordinating 
role at present.  Someone who is a good motivator, organiser and “team 
player” would be a perfect fit!  Is that you? 

Our Education Team teach lots of school groups, and help design our 
sessions.  You don’t need to have teaching experience – though some of 
our team are retired teachers.  A background in arts, drama or working 
with adults is just as good – the key requirements are confidence dealing 
with large groups – and a capacity to take in information as we have 
lesson plans and “scripts” that require a little learning! 

Community volunteering is a great way for young volunteers to meet 
people and build self-confidence.   Weekend or holiday volunteering is 
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also an impressive thing to include on a young person’s curriculum vitae in 
preparation for college courses or the world of work in these challenging 
times.  

We always ease new volunteers in gently – and make sure we find their 
right niche – and before long, everyone gets to know everyone else and 
feels part of a very special thing.  We provide informal training – and meet 
up regularly, and there are occasional trips and social events.  We’d love 
new staff to help – and would be happy to talk to you about the project 
and to hear more about you and your interests.  Please get in touch if 
you're interested so we can show you what is involved, by telephone  
(01652) 635172 or email wilderspinschoolmusuem@gmail.com 
 
 

Open Art Exhibition 
Saturday 7 to Sunday 22 November, Thursdays - Sundays, 10am - 4pm, 
admission free 
JD Creative hosts their first open exhibition by local artists. 
Joseph Wright Hall, ground floor. 

The Journey 

The road stretched endlessly before me. 
Trees, flowers, creatures, all seemed strange. 
I was alone, in unrecognizable country 
With no-one to help. 
I tried to absorb all the new information, 
But the wayside beckoned invitingly – 
No, I must struggle on to that far, bright gateway: 
My journey’s end. 
Then, one evening, while aimlessly drifting, 
Came a brilliant flash of heavenly light; 
An incarnation of angelic strength 
Appeared beside me. 
His presence made the strangeness familiar, 
His arm gave me strength to carry on. 
The painful journey becomes much lighter 
As we continue together. 
CT 18.10.72 
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