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Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 
Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 
Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@mail.uk 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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Piling the Pressure on Pascal* 

T.S. Eliot may have written that 'April is the cruellest month,' but 
November has its moments too. Its combination of All Souls' Tide and 
Remembrance Sunday has a sombre quality no amount of pre-Christmas 
hype quite can hide. If you know Karl Jenkins' work 'The Armed Man' you'll 
recall the bit where Big Ben chimes 11 o'clock against a background of a 
heavy downpour which recalls the mud-sodden trenches of Flanders: that 
soundscape gets the mood about right. Everyone's a bit Gothic in 
November, whether or not they make it to Whitby.  

Research into religious practice shows (surprise, surprise) that it tends to 
be weakest in prosperous, stable societies like ours and strongest where 
most people are confronted day by day by questions of meaning and 
purpose in the face of adversity. In our culture, suffering and loss are felt 
very much as individual things; looking to religion for light runs against the 
grain of UK 2019. It's just not done to 'Do God', and writers from Karl Marx 
to Philip Pullman (soon to be serialised on the BBC) have poured scorn on 
people in need who turn to faith.  

Which is where Mr Pascal comes in.  

Blaise Pascal was both a serious theologian and a significant scientist in 
17th Century France. Faced with the age-old question of whether there 
was a God, he came up with what became known as 'Pascal's Wager' - if 
you believe in God but death proves to be the end, you lose nothing. On 
the other hand, if God is real, you gain everything. The decision's 
something of a no-brainer, and OK so far as it goes, but does rather leave 
believers open to the charge that we're just looking after our own skins 
while hedging our bets. Pascal's ingenious wager is just too self-serving 
and calculating. We need something nobler than a no-stake bet. 

Overshadowed at one end by Hallowe'en pumpkins and at the other by 
the first strains of 'Hark the Herald', November holds two keys to that 
nobler vision. In the celebration of All Saints ('All Hallows'), we're 
reminded that individuals can bring light into the world's dark places and 
hope into despair. And they're ordinary folk like us - not the big names, 
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but everyday saints who inject possibilities when others feel trapped. All 
Saints proclaims that we can make a difference, and it's not just about 
looking after number one 

The end of November brings the celebration  of Christ the King, which 
announces that all our longings for hope and peace and light aren't some 
vague dream, but are part of the fabric of the universe: if Christ, the 
bringer of new beginnings and freedom, really is the one who sets the 
eternal agenda, then even our smallest deeds of light are going with the 
tidal flow of creation and working towards the loving rule of God. 

Pascal's solution might satisfy a certain sort of lawyer, but once you start 
to push him a bit he seems too limited for the human soul. A light shines 
in the darkness - and we're invited to become part of it. 

Fr David     ( *who hopes physicists enjoy this joke. Or you can try Google.) 

 

Lunchtime conversations 

A reminder that another series of 'Lunchtime conversations' will run this 
autumn as they did in March. 12-2 at the Vicarage with a simple lunch. 

This autumn's dates and subjects are: 

November 2nd -'The Souls of the Righteous are in the hands of God' 

On All Souls' Day, what does the Church really have to say about the 
Departed? 

November 23rd – 'A Thin Place' 

What links do we make between God and specific places? Where speaks 
to us, and why?  

December 7th - 'Long time ago in Bethlehem....' 

What do we make of the stories which start Matthew and Luke?  DO we 
have to sign up to them, and if so, in what way? 

 



5 

 

Fabric Matters 

A short update on things, and a particular thanks to James Tannock, Sue 
Wright and Michelle McManus who, along with Don, our architect, are 
moving things along. 

First, the appeal. No-one can have failed to notice the banner outside 
Church (and the general de-cluttering at the back). We're already receiving 
some generous individual donations towards phase 1 of the renovation, 
but there's a long way to go yet. We're lucky that Lincoln is the one 
diocese which employs someone to help chase grants towards work like 
this. We're hoping that Parliament will remember to renew the VAT 
exemption on such work as this before the March 31 cut-off date, but they 
do seem a little preoccupied at the moment..... 

Secondly, where we're at. The Diocesan Advisory Committee (the body 
which scrutinises applications for work on churches) has broadly accepted 
our proposals, including the replacement with steel rather than lead. Once 
their suggestions have been taken on board we'll be able formally to apply 
for a faculty to do the work. 

The work consists of several phases, of which the first two are the roof 
and then essential work on stonework, the north aisle and improving 

certain aspects of the hall, specifically access 
and the fire doors. After that there are other 
desirables in the pipeline, including seating, 
lighting and making better provision for 
community use. Depending on how funding 
goes, some of this work may take place 
alongside the major works above. 

The Hall (as many of you will have noticed) 
has suffered a heating problem and a plan 
has been drawn up to deal with the issue 
and future-proof the system by not burying 
new pipes in concrete! A big and ill-timed 
job, but such is life.... 
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Desperately Seeking Cleaners 

 If anyone can spare an hour every four weeks to help on the regular 
cleaning rota for the church, could you please contact Michelle Wright on 
07541 072778.  

The cleaning takes place every Friday morning between 9am and 10am on 
a rota system, so any volunteer will only help out once every four weeks. 
Our regular band of very hard-working cleaners would appreciate some 
much-needed help as some groups are down to only 2 people.  

Hoping you can help! Thank you. 

Michelle Wright  

 

St Mary’s 2020 Calendar 

Due to the incredible success of last year, we are once again producing a 
St Mary’s Calendar for 2020. Last year the sales made well over £300 for 
the Church, thanks to your amazing generosity.  

Once again, a sample of the new calendar will be available to view at the 
back of the Church, alongside a sheet for the names of anyone who is 
interested in buying one. Like last year we want to ensure that we make 
enough copies for everyone who would like one and not have too many 
extras.  

The cost of the calendar will be £4 and they will be available to collect at 
the Autumn Fair on Saturday 9th November. It would be brilliant if you 
could support us once again and raise even more, much needed money 
for the Church. 

Thank you 

Alwyn, Michelle, Janet and Sam  
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Sylvia Wain 

 

I write to thank all of our friends from St Mary’s who sent such kind 
messages of sympathy and support when Sylvia passed away. As I read 
them, I was very moved by the expressions of affection for her. 

We were very lucky that so many from the villages where we lived 
previously and from the congregation here were able to attend her 
funeral. The best tribute of all when so many people gathered to say 
goodbye! 

It was also heartening that her family in New Zealand were able to join us 
at the service through the video link. 

Mandy, Nicola and myself thought she had a lovely service and we were so 
pleased that Francis was able to break his journey home from Cornwall to 
be with us and to speak about Sylvia. 

When we returned home after the interment, we were truly amazed at 
the number of friends who were there to greet us. Thank you so much to 
all who were there. We felt surrounded by your love and this made the 
sadness of the day so much more bearable. 

The last few years have not been easy for Sylvia, she never complained 
about her disability 
although I know she would 
have given anything to be 
more independent. We all 
have many happy 
memories of her and she 
will be badly missed. May 
she rest in peace. 

Thank you all. 

George Wain 
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November Diary Dates 

 

Fri 1st 
Nov 

6.00 pm  Prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Sat 2nd  10.00 am-12noon MU Coffee morning (Hall) 

 11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 12noon-
2.00pm 

 Lunchtime conversation at the 
Vicarage 

 

Sunday 3rd November - All Saints’ Sunday (am) - All Souls’tide (pm) 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Requiem Mass 

 

Mon 4th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 2.00 pm  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

Tues 5th  1.30 pm  Shoe Box group (Hall) 

Wed 6th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU Corp.) 

 10.15 am  St. Peter’s School services 

 2.00 pm  Service at Beech House 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group  

Thurs 7th  2.00 pm  Service at Eagle House 

Sat 9th  10.00 am-12noon Church Bazaar 

   NO Lectio divina 

 

Sunday 10th November - 3 before Advent/Remembrance Sunday 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Town Remembrance Service 

 4.00 pm  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 
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Mon 11th 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 2.00 pm  Standing Committee 
(Vicarage) 

Wed 13th      9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm  Service at Westbridge House 

 7.00 pm  Deanery Synod (Hibaldstow) 

Sat 16th  11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 2.00 pm-4.00 pm Vintage Tea Party (Hall) 

 

Sunday 17th November -  2 before Advent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 18th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Home Communions this week 

Tues 19th  7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

Wed 20th   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm   MU meeting 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group 

Parish News Deadline 

Sat 23rd    11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 12noon – 
2.00 pm 

 Lunchtime conversation at the 
Vicarage 

 

Sunday 24th November - Christ the King 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Baptisms 

 2.00 pm  Guides’ Service 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist with Hymns 
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Mon 25th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 7.00 pm  Said Eucharist and PCC 

Wed 27th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

Sat 30th  All Day  Barton Christmas Festival 

   NO Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 1st December - Advent Sunday 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Advent Procession 

 

Food Bank News Nov19 

 
Barton Area Food Bank relies heavily on supplies collected in stores in the 
town and the villages and we are grateful that we can hold collection days 
twice a year in the Barton Tesco store. Shoppers are most generous 
especially when there are friendly faces promoting the Food Bank and 
thanking them for their donations. 

Help is needed to man the trolleys at the next collection days - Thursday 
and Friday, November 21st and 22nd. There are two volunteers working at 
a time and we find that it is very unusual to be asked any awkward 
questions by the shoppers. 

If you would be able to give an hour of your time on either of these days 
please contact Janet Pemberton 01652 632979.  
jmpemberton4@btinternet.com. 

 

What did the Tin Man say when he got run over by a steamroller? 

Curses! Foil again!  



11 

 

Wordsearch – Who is he? 

Who is the subject of this puzzle? There’s an article to help you. 

A G N I D R A U G X P R I O R 

B V Q L C O N S E C R A T E D 

S W A N T K M Q N U K H X L Q 

J V M L Q Y J T T H V C Y E C 

L I N C O L N I L U O X Z C A 

P E D Z W N S X E M J L B T R 

R D I S R E K A M E O H S I T 

O U P T V T H U N B K U I O H 

T C L A T R N W A I C Q U N U 

E A O F A I P I A S M W F U S 

C T M R C D P K G H X A J S I 

T I A A T E S E C O I D L B A 

O O T R F T Q Y H P R Z V S N 

R N X G U C R E T S E R O F U 

D O P I L E G E N E R O U S N 

 
AVALON 
LINCOLN 
CARTHUSIAN 
CONSECRATED 
BISHOP 

FORESTER 
EXCOMMUNICATED 
GENTLE 
TACTFUL 
GENEROUS 

PROTECTOR 
DIPLOMAT 
SWAN 
ANIMALS 
SHOEMAKERS 

ELECTION 
DIOCESE 
GUARDING 
EDUCATION 
PRIOR

 

The subject of this puzzle was born in the chateau of Avalon. His mother 
died when he was a child, so he went to boarding school in a monastery, 
and at the age of 15 became a novice monk. He worked his way up the 
hierarchy, becoming a Procurator of the Grande Chartreuse, head 
monastery of the Carthusian order. 
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Henry II of England issued a charter for a Carthusian monastery as part of 
his penance for not going to the crusades. However, there were problems 
with the building, and our hero’s presence was requested by the King who 
had heard of his reputation. The new Prior arrived to find the monks living 
in wooden huts with no plans for the new building. He persuaded the King 
to provide funds, organised the plans, had them approved by the King, 
and obtained compensation for tenants who would have to move to make 
way for the new building. The new charterhouse was popular as the King 
often visited because it was near his favourite hunting grounds. 

In 1186, the Prior was chosen by the Chapter of Lincoln to become their 
new Bishop. He insisted however, on a second, private election by the 
canons in their chapterhouse, rather than in the King’s chapel. His election 
was confirmed by the result. 

As soon as he was consecrated, he established himself as independent, 
excommunicating a King’s forester and refusing to accept a royal nominee 
for a post. However, he managed to remain on good terms with the King 
through his charm and tactfulness. He was a good bishop, staying mostly 
in his diocese, either in residence or travelling, he improved education at 
the cathedral school, and he protected Jews in Lincoln, who were 
unpopular at the beginning of the reign of Richard I. 

He rebuilt and extended the Cathedral, although he did not live to see it 
finished. He loved animals, and was especially fond of a wild swan, which 
followed him around when in Lincoln, guarding him as he slept. Now a 
saint, he is the patron of sick children, sick people, shoemakers and swans. 

Who is he? 

Answer on page 27. 

 

When does it rain money? When there is some change in the weather. 

What do you call dangerous precipitation? A rain of terror 
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Congratulations to 

Wendy and David Witter, who received 
the Local Hero Award for long-standing 

service to the Local Community at a  
ceremony on 27th September 2019. 

 
They not only do masses of work for 
the community. David is also a poet. 

See page 26 in this issue. 
 
  

Autumn Cheer! 

A man was taken to 
hospital after 
eating daffodil 
bulbs. Doctors say 
he’s recovering and 
he’ll be out in the 
Spring. 

 

Q. How did the yeti 
feel when he had 
flu? 

A. Abominable! 
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You’re invited to 

The Friends of St Mary’s 
Vintage Afternoon Tea!! 

 

November 16, 2019, 2pm 
St Mary’s Church Hall 

Please complete the sign-up form at the back of the 
church so we have a clue as to the numbers to expect 
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The Ladies’ Group  

Harvest celebrations. 
 

  

Louise Beech, with Susan Beale 
secretary and Jill Fraser joint leader of 
St. Mary’s Ladies Group, who gave an 
interesting talk on her journey as an 
author. 
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Stitched Up 

At the Wilderspin School, the sewing group has reconvened after a break.  
They have begun servicing the girls’ pinafore aprons and boys’ waistcoats 
for school groups, and they are about to commence on men’s waistcoats 
and carry on with ladies’ costumes.  They may not meet weekly as before, 
but they’d be overjoyed if others wanted to help them – as and when.  Let 
Jill, Jean or Janet know (635172) if you might be interested. It’s a great 
alternative to knitting while you natter! 

Ladies Group 

At our first meeting of the season we were entertained by Darren Johnson 
who has spent the last 14 years as Annie Fanny in the Scunthorpe 
pantomime. [Pictures of Darren were included in 
last month’s magazine, but the article didn’t quite 
make it, unfortunately. – Ed] 

Originally from Crofton near Wakefield, he was 
part of the National Youth Theatre with Daniel 
Craig and David Walliams and went on to work 
backstage at Wakefield Theatre before appearing 
in Coronation Street, Emmerdale and Crimewatch 
among others. He first appeared in panto in 1989, 
quickly appearing as the Dame, a role he brought 
to Scunthorpe. For many years Darren taught 
Drama to Special Needs pupils at college in 
Wakefield and now runs his own touring theatre 
company, writing and producing for schools, 
conferences and pantomime. 

Amidst much hilarity and wisecracks Darren showed us how he 
transformed himself into Annie Fanny, beginning with a base for his face 
and face powder, then mascara on his eyebrows before making his eyes 
look huge with glitter and shadow. Lipstick was applied to his nose and 
cheeks and his lips outlined to look enormous, and then it was finished off 
with a large beauty spot. His mother had made all his costumes and he 
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climbed into his "cage", donned his bra and put the dress over the whole 
lot. The last item to go on was the hat over a colourful wig and he was 
now the pantomime dame. We now know what to expect when we visit 
the panto in December. 

Kate Baker came to entertain us with an illustrated talk entitled "Lands 
End to John O'Groats" which was a walk she did to celebrate her recovery 
from a cancer diagnosis three years earlier. Half of the walk was done on 
her own and she was joined by various friends and her partner at different 
stages. Setting off on Easter Sunday in April 2016, she completed the walk 
in August with very few rest days, completing an average of 12 miles a day 
and following well-known trails and ways such as the Cotswold Way and 
the Tissington Trail. Navigation was by maps, 47 in all, and Kate carried her 
own luggage on her back throughout. One of her "rules" was to try the 
local delicacy in each county, begun with delightful cream teas in Cornwall 
and then Devon. Accommodation was mainly in B & Bs and Kate avoided 
tarmac roads where possible. We saw many slides of delightful British 
countryside with wild flowers, tumbling streams and desolate moors, 
finishing with the one of Kate at John O'Groats. 

The walk helped to raise money for a scheme in N. E. Lincolnshire that 
enables disadvantaged youngsters to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme, and Kate donated part of her fee and money raised from 
the sale of her book about her walk to that cause. 

Ladies' Group held their annual Harvest Supper at Joseph Wright Hall with 
an excellent spread from Occasions who supplied delicious pies and a 
wonderful variety of desserts. The Committee had decorated the tables 
and also provided entertainment with a rendition of "I've got a brand new 
combine harvester" and everyone took part in a light-hearted quiz. 

At our meeting on the 16th October Louise Beech gave an interesting talk 
on her journey as an author. She had always enjoyed English and writing 
at school but remembers being nine years old when she really started 
writing stories, this she thinks was triggered by her mother attempting 
suicide and she and her sister went to live with their grandmother for a 
year and her younger brother was put into foster care. After a year the 
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family got back together again (apart from her father who had 
disappeared very early on in her life!) and her writing continued perhaps 
as a way of coping with the trauma going on around her.  

After falling pregnant at 18 and being left as a single mum she had to earn 
some money so she started sending short stories to magazines and 
newspapers having many of them put into print. Then Joe came into her 
life, they married and had a daughter Katie, life seemed to settle down for 
a while. She did volunteer work for the Samaritans and another charity for 
homeless children, she also wrote a weekly column on motherhood for 
the Hull Chronicle and frequently guests on Radio Humberside. 

When Katie was around 9 years, she became very ill and was rushed to 
hospital with type 1 diabetes; when she came home, Louise became her 
full-time carer, giving up her charity work. When Katie was well enough to 
return to school Louise had more time to pursue her lifelong ambition 
which was to write a novel which she did, unfortunately she was rejected 
by many agents and publishing houses however she carried on writing 
novels and entered various competitions being shortlisted on several 
occasions but never winning, which was very deflating. She was 
shortlisted for yet another competition and her and Joe went to London 
for the ceremony unfortunately she didn’t win again. Travelling back from 
London she felt totally dejected and upset thinking why bother any more. 
On the train she was looking at Twitter on her phone and noticed an 
advertisement by a lady who was setting up her own publishing company 
inviting authors to submit their work, Louise thought she might as well try 
sending her one of her novels which she duly did. It was several months 
before she heard back from the lady who said how much she had enjoyed 
the book and would like to publish it, success at last. She has now had 5 
books published with more in the pipeline, the last one entitled “Star Girl” 
won the “Best” magazine Book of the Year. 

Her life experiences have played a major role in several of her books and 
she is also planning an autobiography. 

I suppose the moral to this story is perseverance pays in the end!! 

Jill Fraser 
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Friends of St Mary’s Update 

Hi all – thanks for the support of so many of you – with our events so far, 
we have raised around £820 and we also have regular anonymous donors 
whom we want to thank for their substantial contributions. As you are all 
aware the Church is beginning to fade a little in terms of the building, the 
roof, the lighting, the seating and much more, so the money being raised 
by the Friends group at the moment is going toward ensuring that any 
match funding we need to make for any grants given to St Mary’s Church 
will be available. 

We are supposed to be another fun and social face of the Church, so we 
decided you all need yet another event – many thanks to those who were 
able to join us on October 12th for home-made soup, crusty bread, 
followed by fruit crumble 
and custard. We raised £115 
so we were really pleased. 

We are having a Vintage 
Afternoon Tea on Saturday 
November 16th – the theme 
is Vintage so that’s broad 
and easy to join in with – we 
will be having a raffle since 
we’ve had a few donations 
of prizes so they might help 
with your Christmas gift 
choices if you can win. Entry 
fee is £5 and we open our 
doors at 2pm. There’ll be 
music and chat – what more 
could you want. 

Hope to see you all there! 

Michelle Mc 
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Harvest Festival, Supper and Auction 

Many thanks to all who decorated the Church so beautifully. (The flowers 
brought favourable comments of appreciation at the North Lincolnshire 
Civic Service held here on 13th October a week later!) The Harvest Supper 
was enjoyed by 37 people and Ted and Viv Treasure conducted the auction 
in their usual lively and entertaining way. The sum raised from this, 
including generous donations from those who were not able to attend, 
was £172.40. All the non-perishable goods were given to the Food Bank 
beforehand. 

The profit from the Supper and the Raffle came to £230.50, making a total 
of £402.90 for Christian Aid. So, many thanks to all who brought and 
bought the produce and to those who worked so hard to feed us. 

Val Dukes  
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Traidcraft and pesticides 

From the blog by Robin Roth on the Traidcraft website, pub: 20-09-2019 

For too long the discussion about pesticides has been entirely 
anthropocentric: are they harmful to me, personally? It’s the wrong 
question. 

Pesticides are designed to kill pests. They are excellent at doing this, but 
they are an entirely blunt and blind force, and will, in sufficient quantities, 
extinguish or impair all life forms that they come into direct contact with. 

The real and most important casualty from pesticide use is the soil. 
Healthy soil is an extremely complex micro-universe teeming with life, 
untold and unnumbered. Science has not yet begun to define and 
categorise the estimated billions of bacterial life forms that exist in each 
handful of good, healthy soil, but this extraordinary world of life enables 
plants to grow and provides them with everything they need. Repeated 
pesticide use will rapidly destroy this micro-universe, turning fertile, 
healthy soil to dust. It is not possible to grow food in dust. Dust also tends 
not to stay around: it is removed by water run-off and wind. Pesticides will 
eventually degrade our soil to the point where it either disappears entirely 
or is infertile. That’s when we will notice that using pesticides is not such a 
clever idea. It is hard for us to imagine a landscape with no or severely 

degraded soil, but such landscapes exist 
throughout the world, we just choose not 
to see them. Deserts are only the most 
extreme example. 

Real organic farming is not just about the 
absence of pesticides and chemical 
fertilisers, it is really about soil health. 
The original pioneers of organic farming 
wanted to put as much back into the soil 
as each crop removed, from which the 
term “the circular economy” originated. 
This involves multiple strategies and all of 
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them are sciences in their own rights. Soil contains minerals and elements 
vital for plant growth, specifically nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium. 
These elements are available in nature, but only in limited quantities and 
ensuring that our soil has enough of each is a real art. Good organic 
farming involves many levels of composting (including cattle manure), 
multi-cropping, bio-diversity with sufficient wood cover to provide 
moisture and the judicious application of other natural inputs. 

Organic farming also understands that nature, generally, provides 
mechanisms for dealing with pests. Planting marigolds along the sides of 
small rice fields will deter certain types of rice eating pests, for example. 
And composted marigolds (and nettles) are good providers of nitrogen. 
Organic farmers understand what natural techniques can be used to fight 
which natural predators. The most committed organic farmers will 
introduce bio-dynamic techniques which involve composting techniques 
of unusual complexity, paying attention to lunar and sun cycles when 
planting and generally trying to adapt farming to natural rhythms. 

It is helpful to think of conventional, pesticide driven farming as synthetic 
chemical farming: some go further and call it poison farming. Organic 
farming should be better framed as circular farming: it puts back what it 
takes out, and does not seek to wrest control of food production in a way 
that significantly changes the balances of nutrient and bacterial life in the 
ground. 

Organic standards vary – just like those for fair trade – and there are 
plenty of organic farm practices that do not adhere to the above 
description. At its worst, organic farming is nothing more than an absence 
of the most egregious use of pesticides and fertilisers. At its best, it will 
ensure we have healthy food to eat for generations to come. 

If consumers want to avoid pesticides, they should eat food grown 
organically in their own gardens. If this is not an option, they should eat 
food grown locally and organically, and above all, in season. As a third 
choice, consuming any product that is Organically certified is better than 
products grown conventionally. Going direct to a farmer is always a better 
bet than buying in a supermarket. 
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At Traidcraft we have been helping producers convert to organic and bio-
dynamic farm practices for 40 years. We have long understood that paying 
farmers more for their produce is one thing but ensuring that they have 
soil to grow their food in in a generation’s time is a much better 
investment. 

Maybe the best advice of all is not to go out walking in the countryside 
during the spraying season, which is when the poison is airborne and at its 
most potent. A tea farmer in Darjeeling once told me that spraying season 
on conventional farms was horrible – the snakes became markedly more 
aggressive as they writhed their way through the poison. Their skins were 
on fire and would bite anything that moved. It was so much nicer, she 
reported, to pick teas, since their conversion to organic farming. The 
snakes were happier. 

Penny is taking orders now to buy your Christmas gifts and supplies. 
Having read the above, perhaps you’d like to stock up on food supplies too! 

 

Looking forward to Advent and Christmas 

The Church of England has announced that, following very positive 
feedback and extensive engagement at a local level, #FollowTheStar will 
again provide the theme for its Christmas ‘campaign’ in 2019 and 2020.   

A helpful checklist of things churches might do to prepare for Advent and 
Christmas this year has been produced. One key message being shared is 
the value of the free listings that are provided for each parish church via A 
Church Near You (see www.achurchnearyou.com). A Church Near You 
receives more than 12 million page-views each year, and 81 per cent of 
people who visit the site are first-time visitors, meaning that there is a 
great opportunity to use the site to encourage local church attendance. 

All parishes across the country are being encouraged to ensure that their 
listings are up to date and include details of Christmas services. (Further 
information is available at www.achurcnhearyou.com or by contacting the 
diocesan Communications team on 01522 50 40 37/01522 50 40 64.) 



25 

 

From the Registers 

Baptisms: None in October. 

Marriages 
October 26th David Thomas WHITTINGHAM and Emma WRIGHT 

Funerals 
October 17th Iris Lily ROWLAND 
October 25th Audrey Minnie POOL 
 

Church flowers 

Donations for Church flowers have been received in loving memory of:- 
Hugh McMahon 
Brian Creasey 
Edna and John Bellamy 
The Brigham sisters - Daisy, Renee, Mary, Grace, Winnie and Lucy 
Ross Davis 
Jane Jeffrey 
Sharon Oakey 
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX HOLDERS 

Millions of this country’s most vulnerable young people’s lives have been 
changed over the years with money that has been so generously given by 
this method. 
It is the time of year for the boxes to be emptied. 
 
Please if possible, bring your box to Church at the 9 30am Eucharist Ser-
vice on November 10th or 17th or ring Margaret on 634556 to make other 
arrangements. 
Thank you  
Margaret Searle.    Box Coordinator. 
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Giving 

There's many forms of giving, some sad, of doubtful goal, 
Like those who press things on you when they're trying to buy your soul, 
Or always leave the prices on - ridiculous pomposity, 
To let you know your ranking in their scale of generosity, 
As well, if you remember, there's those, alas alack, 
Who moan “They sent us one last year, we'll have to send one back” 

But the truest form of giving comes from love, and from the heart, 
Like those misshapen parcels oozing crumbling squashed mince tart, 
Which, eaten 'neath relentless gaze of chef who's nearly five 
ls food fit for the Angels, and your Christmas comes alive. 
And then there are the many who will go the extra mile 
To find a gift you're sure to like in hope to see your smile 
Or busy at the workbench, baking treats at kitchen shelves. 
Yes, all of them true givers. They are giving of themselves. 
And they just don't give at Christmas, but on every livelong day. 
As they follow in the footsteps of Him who showed the way. 

They're working with the Hospice Vols or digging wells in Summer Hols, 
And always ready as a pal to drive you to the Hospital, 
Knitting, knitting, always knitting, planting trees and litter picking, 
Seeking the lost in mountain blizzard, at children's parties as the Wizard, 
Helping in the village shops, going blue despite thick socks 
Whilst rattling a collection box for Seamen's Mission down the Docks, 
Saving souls in drenching foam, or midnight vigil by the phone, 
Calling by as a befriender, rescuing those out on a "bender", 
Supporting youth in all they do, source of hope for "the lost to view". 
Those with the steely strength of will, who keep on giving 'spite personal ill. 

Yes, there's millions of these Givers - you'll find them everywhere - 
A boundless source of friendship, of time, and love, and care, 
You needn't spread your net too far; you're bound to know of some that are 
So 'praps you'd say a prayer for them beneath the Christmas Star. 

David Witter 
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November theatre at Ropery Hall 

Theatre lovers are in for a treat this month as Ropery Hall plays host to 
two productions that have garnered praise wherever they have been 
performed. 

On Saturday, November 16 Malcolm Rennie stars in the one-man show 
Shackleton’s Carpenter that tells the tale of the 27 men (plus a stowaway 
in Buenos Aires), who went with Ernest Shackleton on the fated 
Endurance expedition of 1914.   Their subsequent survival and rescue was 
down in part to ship’s carpenter Harry 
McNish, who ingeniously adapted the 
three remaining life boats to withstand 
the extreme rigours of polar sea travel. 
Despite this, he was one of only four on 
the expedition not to be awarded the 
prestigious Polar Medal on the specific 
orders of Shackleton. 

The play is set in 1930 with McNish, ill 
and destitute, sleeping in an old lifeboat 
on the wharf in Wellington NZ, who re-
imagines his Endurance experience, 
conjuring up the ghosts of his past.  In his 
fevered memory he revisits the ice cap, 
the ship, Elephant Island and the Weddell Sea.  He recalls his shipmates, 
MacLeod, Green, his enemy, Orde-Lees, his cat, Mrs Chippy shot by 
Shackleton, and most tellingly, the Boss himself and their fateful quarrel. 

 The following Friday, November 22, Gerard Logan makes a welcome 
return with Night Terrors, spine-tingling tales of the supernatural from E.F. 
Benson’s brilliant collection of ghost stories from the book of the same 
name.  From the deceptive comfort of an easy chair Gerard will transport 
his audience to a darker, more sinister world where the unexpected and 
the unexplainable will intrigue and disturb. 

Answer to Wordsearch: Hugh of Lincoln 
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These days E. F. Benson is most famous for his humorous series of novels 
exploring the world of Mapp and Lucia, but in the mid-20th century he 
was more renowned as the author of what he called “spook stories”. The 
tales are dramatic, haunting and hugely memorable. 

Advance tickets for either performance (both start at 7.30pm) cost £13 or 
are available on the door for £15.  More details can be found at 
www.roperyhall.co.uk 

New Year for Christian Stewardship Envelopes. 

First of all, many thanks from all at St. Mary’s to those who use this 
scheme, as it is an essential part of our funding. By the time you read this 
you should have received your new envelopes, because there is an 
element of ‘Something old and something new’ this year. 

The something old is of course that the envelopes are the same blue 
colour and carry the same message ‘All things come from you O Lord and 
of your own do we give you’ 

Some people who used the envelopes have changed to Bank standing 
orders and sadly some donors have died during the past few years. As a 
result we now have fewer people using this scheme, so, if your number 
was above 50, you will find you have a new number; but don’t worry, your 
giving will be recorded correctly, as will the Gift-Aid reclaim if you can use 
this method of helping to increase our funds. 

You will read elsewhere in this magazine about problems regarding the 
theft of roof-lead last year and the cost of replacing it and also various 
things that need repairing, replacing, etc. So, if you don’t already give to 
the Church regularly, using either Bank standing order or by Christian 
Stewardship envelopes, and would like to do so, please ask Alan Mabbut 
the Treasurer, David Dukes The Planned Giving Officer, Geoff Brown or me, 
for more information. If you would like to join the Friends of St. Mary’s we 
can advise you about that also. 

So, once again, many thanks. 

Val Dukes   

http://www.roperyhall.co.uk/

