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If you’re reading this in a waiting room, or had it passed 
on by a friend, you might like to know that you can pick up 
a copy of your own from the table at the back of the 
church for a very small charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to someone else who 
might enjoy it!   
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St Mary’s Barton: PARISH CONTACTS 
CLERGY     (code 01652) 
The Revd. David Rowett The Vicarage, Beck Hill   632202 
The Revd. Alan Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
The Revd. Liz Brown 21 Ferriby Road   634855 

The Revd. Robert Jaggs-Fowler  E: bartoncurate@theretreat-barton.com  

   07538 988 944 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
may also be contacted via the Vicarage.  
Peter Large (Diocesan Reader)  58 Horkstow Road   634572 
Sue Brennan (Diocesan Reader)  23 Finkle Lane   637580 
CHURCHWARDENS AND CHURCH OFFICERS 
Val Dukes 4a Caistor Road   632137 
Geoffrey Brown 21 Ferriby Road  634855 
PCC Treasurer: Alan Mabbott 63 Westfield Road  633745 
Electoral Roll: Sue Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
Organist & Choirmaster: Geoffrey Brown   634855 
Magazine Advertising: Mike Searle  62 Ferriby Road  634556 
Memorial Book: Amy DuBois 95 Newport  660776 
Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk  661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb E: gplumb2000@aol.com  636445 
PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Home Communions: 
Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 
Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 
Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 
Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@mail.uk 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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'Ne'er cast a clout till May be out....' 

I remember my granny quoting this old piece of north-country weather 
lore and outdoor clothing advice at me every spring for more years than I 
care to remember. It could be a sweltering Whit Monday out there, but 
still she would frown at the suggestion of going out without a full layer of 
anti-frost protection – vest, shirt, jumper, coat and probably a liberty 
bodice given half a chance - to hand, if not actually being worn. 

Like kids do, I would sigh and ignore her, wondering all the while why it 
was that duffel coats and sou'westers were compulsory until June 1st 
dawned, regardless of the weather. 

It was many years before I tumbled to the fact that she (and my entire 
family) had misunderstood the saying.  It was nothing much to do with the 
month between April and June, even with the 'new' calendar. It meant the 
hawthorn flowering – May blossom. That was the sure sign that winter 
had retreated, I'd endured sweltering half-terms for nothing. 

I wonder how often we make that same mistake in everyday life, trotting 
out lines from the past in such a way as to miss the point completely? It's 
hard to think ourselves into the ways and assumptions of folk a few 
hundred miles away – the journey into the past is even more fraught with 
danger. What they used to talk about sounds the same as what concerns 
us – but is it?  

For example, the CofE is grappling with a new report on sexuality, called 
'Living in love and faith'. At last, we've had the honesty to admit that 
we've got ourselves into a mess on this, especially about same-sex 
relationships, and a surprising amount rests on the question, 'If the Bible 
does indeed condemn that sort of thing – can we be sure that what they 
meant is the same as what we're talking about?' And that's a far more 
nuanced question than many would think, especially when you learn that 
the word Paul uses to describe same-sex relationships so disapprovingly 
doesn't appear anywhere else in what's survived from 2,000 years ago. 
We can't if we're honest, be quite sure what it was that Paul was so upset 
about. 

But enough of the Church's obsession with bedrooms. It's a much deeper 
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problem than that. Trying to understand our past is proving far more 
difficult than we imagined a few years ago. Words, meanings, attitudes, 
knowledge, they all change, and we're sometimes not at all sure whether 
what our ancestors talked about describes where we are today for a 
moment – or whether the attitudes we condemn are those which our 
ancestors held in the first place. All in all, it's deeply confusing, as is any 
time of sudden change. 

There's no simple Google Translate app available to cross the divide – only 
a question borne of humility and respect both for the present and the 
past. It's this: 'If that's what the truth looked like to them, what should it 
look like to us today?' A far more searching question than either parroting 
off the past or damning it out of hand, but surely a necessary step in any 
meaningful exploration of what the past teaches us. The alternative to 
such thoughtful, humble listening might be much worse than just 
sweltering in a wool vest at Whit.... 

Fr David 

 

RIP: David Dukes and Christine Read 

Few, if any of you, will not have heard by the time the magazine is out for 
circulation of the sad loss of two much-loved members of St Mary's family. 

David Dukes (setting aside little things like his long and distinguished 
career in accountancy) was a St Mary's Evening Prayer stalwart and co-
ordinated our Gift Aid paperwork. Val's devoted Other Half, he was 
especially efficient at making sure that emails reached her safely. Out in 
the wider community he had more fingers in more pies than the 
legendary Sweeney Todd (apologies), and gave generously of his time, 
advice and expertise (and also a substantial amount of game!) to many 
organisations, causes and individuals. Apparently tireless, and embracing 
life with gusto, he was a delightful and encouraging, life-enhancing figure 
to many and will be missed greatly. 

Christine Read has struggled with her health for many years now, but was 
a valued member of St Mary's, particularly in the department of flower 
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arranging. Her courage and determination not to be defined by her 
illnesses were coupled with one of the most rigorous refusals to self-pity I 
have ever met, and even when she felt really ill, would be present at 
events if she possibly could be: particularly at Harvest, watching Martin do 
his supporting act at the Auction. A regular pilgrim at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Walsingham, she was held in their prayers as well as ours, and it 
was a particular joy when one of her sons, Kit, was accorded the honour 
of becoming a Guardian of the Shrine. 

Without saying a word of criticism about the hospitals, it was a blessing 
that both were able to return home for their last days, and died peacefully 
in the places where they knew they belonged and surrounded by those 
they loved most. Our prayers and sympathies go with Val and with Martin 
and their families, and we pray that David and Christine, along with all 
who have died in the friendship of Christ, may rest in peace and rise in 
glory. 

 

Thank you, Part One 

Val would like to thank everyone for all the cards, letters and support 
following the death of David. 

She ways she feels as though she has had palliative care as well, with all 
the warm feelings! 

 

In case you missed it... 

...in the Bartonian (unless we missed the copy deadline!), the aisle roof is 
now repaired and paid for (and also rigged with sundry anti-villain devices 
in case any reader is thinking of trying to bolster their pension pot). Thank 
you to the contractors, who've done an excellent job and worked around 
us, to Donald Kitching, our architect who has been generous with his time 
and advice throughout, and to James Tannock who has masterminded the 
fund-raising, to great effect. Thank you, too, to those who have donated 
towards the cost of the works – we couldn't have done it without you! 
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We can now move on to the next part of the project, which will include 
the removal of our flourishing arboretum in the sky (if you don't know 
what I mean, have a look out of the north choir aisle window) and other 
stonework repairs, the investigation of the North Aisle floor and several 
other works which, now the place is watertight, we can tackle with a bit 
more confidence.  

However, we do want to go beyond simple conservation. Every generation 
has given something to the building to fit it better for the future, and the 
last 50 years have seen the new organ and the Hall, as major development 
projects. New thinking on how to interpret buildings and their social 
significance to generations whose understanding of a Church may not be 
very deep will (we hope) enable us to create a better education and 
interpretation area, and in the fullness of time seating and lighting (and, 
eventually, heating) will be getting proper attention, especially as new 
technology promises to deliver options previously not available to us. 

It's a long-term project which will almost see me out, but an absorbing 
and important one. We'll keep you updated.... 

Meanwhile, what about normality...? 

As I type, the next few days will see PCC discussing how to manage things 
as we emerge bit-by-bit from the lockdown.  

We do realise that lots of us are heartily tired of the restrictions on church 
life, as we are with the other areas (I think the most exciting trip I've 
managed this year got me as far as Waitrose at Anlaby, and that was only 
because I'd been to the Hessle Bookshop to pick up church supplies).  

It's hard to make hard and fast predictions, given the fact that we must 
always adhere to Government decisions and Church guidelines. 
Sometimes, too, the governmental material has big holes in it when it 
comes down to community groups like Churches– for example, if, after 
May 17th, 'indoor hospitality' is permitted, do Church refreshments come 
under that heading? Or are they 'indoor social gatherings' which will be 
limited to six people or two households?  

Gazing into my Boris-approved Crystal Ball, I suspect that the pattern is 
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likely to be something like this: 

✓ We may be able to start with after-service refreshments in early 
June. We will have to re-think how they're served, and anyone who 
can't wear a mask wouldn't be able to work in the kitchen, we 
suspect, but the problems aren't insuperable. 

✓ We would hope to be able to begin reintroducing congregational 
singing as soon as it's permissible, subject to guidelines, naturally. 

✓ Weekday 'extra' worship might be able to begin in September. 
✓ Social events and Church groups' meetings will proceed when we 

can, but there'll need to be consultations about the best way of 
doing it if, for example, there are still limits on hall capacity into the 
autumn. 

And so on, and so on... 

We realise that there are places still chary of re-opening, and that proper 
precautions will need to be taken for quite a while yet. However, if you 
were wondering whether we're thinking about it – the answer is, 'Yes we 
are – we're just waiting to be told what we can do legally and safely!' 

 

Church Flowers 

Donations for Church flowers have been 
received in loving memory of:- 

 

Reg, Lena and Basil Sorfleet 

Ivan Garfoot 

Alan Garfoot 

 

An additional donation has been given for the 
Flower Fund which is appreciated. 
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Diary Dates 

All services 
subject to the 
prevailing 
regulations. 

 Please do not contact David on 
Thursdays except in dire emergency. 
Other clergy and the church wardens 
are available. 

 

Sunday 2nd May -  Easter 5 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Eucharist at South Ferriby 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Wed 5th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist (Mothers’ 
Union Corporate) 

Fri 7th  12.30 pm  Said Eucharist for Healing 
and Wholeness 

 

Sunday 9th May - Easter 6 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Wed 12th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 10.00 am  Diary meeting 

Thurs 13th  12.30 pm ASCENSION DAY Said Eucharist 

 

Sunday 16th May - Easter 7 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 
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 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 9.30 am  Eucharist at Horkstow 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Wed 19th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

Thurs 20th Parish News Deadline 

 

Sunday 23rd May -  PENTECOST 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Eucharist at Saxby 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

 

Mon 24th  10.00 am  Deanery Chapter (Virtual) 

 7.00 pm  Annual Parochial Church 
meeting 

Wed 26th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist 

 

Sunday 30th May - TRINITY SUNDAY 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Eucharist at South Ferriby 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

I recently saw a book about an amazing basement. 
It was a best cellar! 

Nobody is more full of false hope than a mum who places items on the 
stairs for her family to carry up.  
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From Revd. Liz Brown 

Although it's over three years since I played any significant role in St 
Mary's, my licensing as the interim priest in charge of the Barrow/ 
Goxhill/New Holland group on 11th April means that I'm officially no 
longer part of the clergy team here. That doesn't mean that I shall 
disappear, but it does mean any future contribution I make will be as a 
visitor.  When I stepped in to hold the fort in Barrow/Goxhill after the 
sudden death of Sue Girtchen, I didn’t expect that the move would be 
permanent, so I haven't really had any opportunity to say goodbye to St 
Mary's or to thank the people there for their kindness to me as I learned 
the ropes of ministry. I can't possibly name everybody, but I have to thank 
Fr David particularly for being a truly supportive training incumbent and a 
good friend. The fact that the friendship survived the training speaks 
volumes for his patience. 

The need for more flexible patterns of ministry, combined with a long-
standing habit in the deanery of clergy helping each other out when cover 
is needed, mean that I shall pop up from time to time, so we won’t lose 
touch with each other, which is good news for me and I hope for you too. 
Meanwhile, thank you for being the place where I made my early mistakes 
and not holding them against me, and for being the people who taught 
me that ministry, whether lay or ordained, should always have love and 
respect at its heart.  I never expected to leave St Mary's, but if the people 
of Barrow and Goxhill find themselves with a parish priest worth having, it 
will be because of the years I spent here. Thank you so much and God 
bless.   Fr. Liz 

Electoral Roll 

Anyone who is not on the Electoral Roll of the parish and who would like 
to be, please complete a form (at the back of the church) or see Alan or 
Sue. If you have changed address in the last year, please write your new 
address on a piece of paper and pop it in the safe by the church door, or 
give it to Alan or Sue.  Thank you. 

Alan 
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From the Registers 
 

Baptisms:-   None in April 

Marriages:-  None in April 

Funerals:- 

Apr 8th William SCOTT 

Apr 13th Brian James GRAVILL 

Apr 15th John Charles DRAYTON 

Apr 20th David Laurence DUKES 

Apr 27th Christine Phyllis READ 

Apr 29th Joyce HAITH 

 

 

Gardening Day 2021 

Don’t forget the third annual Gardening 
Day at The Ropewalk on Sunday, May 23, 
where there will be a celebration of 
gardens both great and small with a wide 
range of plant stalls along The Ropewalk’s 
promenade with plenty of room for social 
distancing.  Gardening Day runs from 
10am to 3pm and there is plenty of free 
car parking available. 

 

  



12 

 

Wilderspin National School Museum 

Our plans for reopening are, of course, dependent on the 
roll-out of national “roadmap”, but we are getting 
excited about the summer and have provisional plans for 
getting back to normal.  Actually, the new “normal” will be a very different 
museum to the one mothballed last autumn – thanks to Covid Recovery 
support from the National Lottery Heritage Fund and the EU ERDF / 
Humber Business Growth Hub’s Kickstarting Tourism scheme – and the 
work of our volunteers. 

Thurs 20 May The coffee shop will be fully open again on Thursdays – 
Sundays between 10am and 4pm – with social distancing 

 Open Art Exhibition opens (Joseph Wright Hall) 

 Bric a Brac and Books – on sale throughout the summer 

Sat 22 May The Wilderspin Story will be open at weekends between 
11am and 3pm only while we undertake some redisplay 
work 

Thurs 24 June The Reminiscence Classroom reopens 

Barton Arts Wildlife Art exhibition (26-27 June, Ward 
Room)  

Thurs 22 July Re-launch of the Museum with new classroom displays 
and summer holidays events programme 

Our volunteers are currently helping with transcribing oral history 
recordings, building work in the Joseph Wright Hall, and the museum 
display project. 

We are recruiting for our new front of house roles to meet and greet 
visitors, guide them and on occasion take part in costumed re-enactments 
from August onwards.  Ring, email or  (from 20 May) pop in for a chat to 
see how you could help.   

Tel: (01652) 635172              email: wilderspinschoolmuseum@gmail.com 

  

mailto:wilderspinschoolmuseum@gmail.com
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Barton Civic Society update 

It’s been a busy start to the year for the 
Civic Society Environment group. 
Working in conjunction with Barton 
Town Council we are looking for grassed 
areas of public space where a few fruit 
trees can be planted making it a 
community orchard. The first of these 
areas was planted with 6 fruit trees on 
Lapwing Way under the watchful eye of 
Mayor Ben Troop. If you live near a 
potential plot of land and you and your 
neighbours like the idea, please let the 
Civic Society know. 

 

On Tuesday April 13th the Civic Society, 
working with Ongo (North Lincs housing 
provider), cleared an area of overgrown 

land on Soutergate. The front area had piles of rubble covered in grass and 
to the rear brambles and self-sets had taken over. Ongo provided labour 
and skips, the Civic Society provided a 6-tonne digger with driver and 
supervision, sorry - spectators, with Ian Lawless, who made the project 
happen, supplying coffee and sausage rolls. It’s now hoped with local 
support to plant a community orchard in autumn.  

At the Beck the spring activity which started in January has ceased and the 
water level is dropping; the speed of water loss is due to the outfall 
chamber failing lower down, allowing water to escape much quicker than 
we want. Hopefully in the summer a new watertight chamber can be built 
and provided the springs flow next year we will retain water in the Beck 
for longer. 

John Womersley 
Barton Civic Society Environment Committee 

  

Mayor Ben Troop and Andrew 

Robinson planting trees 
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Three Haiku 

A haiku is one of the Japanese types of poetry which depends for its form, 
not on rhyme, but on the number of syllables in each line. In the case of 
the ‘haiku’: 5-7-5. 

Early Spring 

sun shining warms mind 
gloomy dull miasma lifts 
hope of better days. 

The Old Conker Tree 

Tree hulk, alone, proud 
bleached sentinel, modern art 
witness of time passed. 

The Wren (the bird, not the company!) 

Wren “churrs” in alarm 
tiny body, mighty heart 
brave guard of the nest. 

 

The Case of the Dreaded Face Mask! 

Only people who are almost Stone Deaf themselves will accept (and 
understand, and respond accordingly) that Face Masks make it impossible 
for the deaf Person to understand and respond to that which the person 
who is speaking to them is saying. 

The other day, this had an amusing result, when I was at one of the 
Medical Establishments here in Barton trying, trying without making any 
progress, to agree a date for my next appointment, until eventually I 
passed my pocket diary across to the young lady who was the other side 
of the counter, as I told her to write in for me a date for my next 
appointment. 

PS Sadly and surprisingly, the first three lines of page 8 in last month’s 
Parish News are no longer true. [Hopefully not for long! Ed] 

Sent in by Ewe Nose Oooo! [Despite him telling me he had written his 
last!] 
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Late Arrivals at the Old Testament Ball 

Graeme Garden: "Will you welcome, please, Mr & Mrs Mandments, and their 
son, Tinker Mandments." 

Barry Cryer: "Mr & Mrs Thebeginning, and their son, Ian." 

Tim Brooke-Taylor: " will you welcome please, Mr & Mrs Calf, and their over-
weight son, Ted. That's right, the fat Ted Calf." 

Stephen Fry: "Please welcome Mr & Mrs Babel, and their daughter, Tara Babel." 

Graeme Garden: "Will you welcome, please, Sam Lilah, and Sam's son, Andy 
Lilah." 

Barry Cryer: "Oh, look - who's 'ere?" 

Tim Brooke-Taylor: "Will you welcome please, Mr & Mrs Wallscametumbling-
down, and their son, Andy." 

Stephen Fry: "And Mr & Mrs Tine, and their daughter, Phyllis." 

Barry Cryer: "Welcome, please, Ruth from The Archers, and her husband - 
'Noooo-ah!'" 

Graeme Garden: "Will you welcome, please, Mr & Mrs Ismaywashpot, and their 
son, Moab Ismaywashpot." 

Barry Cryer: "Paul McCartney carrying a hive - containing his Macca bees." 

Stephen Fry: "Mr & Mrs Gravenimageshaltthouworship, and their daughter, 
Nora Gravenimageshaltthouworship." 

Graeme Garden: "Will you welcome, please, Mr & Mrs Bennettheson-
lygoneandpartedtheredsea, and their son, Gordon Bennettheson-
lygoneandpartedtheredsea." 

Barry Cryer: "From Germany, Herr and Frau Upthyloins, and their son, Gert." 

Stephen Fry: "And from Wales, Mr & Mrs Aneye, and their son, Ifor Aneye." 

Barry Cryer: "He's funny looking - one eye's higher than the other!" 

Graeme Garden: "Will you welcome please, Mr & Mrs Seekersallowance, and 
their son, Job." 
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Added flavour 

Are you getting fed up of your own cooking after so long in lockdown? 

Restaurants and cafes are not yet allowed to re-open, so some of us need to 
change our cooking habits to make the same old offerings more appetizing. 

Now that things are beginning to grow in the garden, why not acquire some herb 
plants? Mint is one we all know – mint sauce with lamb, mint in new potatoes – 
but have you tried it chopped and mixed into plain yogurt to go with a curry? 

Parsley gives a fresh taste to many vegetables; add it to a cheese sauce for a 
change. Goes really well with garlic in practically anything, and reduces the garlic 
breath afterwards! 

Rosemary is my favourite – try sprigs tucked into your roast potatoes; if you like 
garlic, add that too. Makes them restaurant standard. 

If you’re a fan of spicy food, did you know that those coriander seeds in the cup-
board will grow in your garden? You can have leaves while the plant is growing, 
and seeds once they’ve matured and dried. 

Thyme goes well with mushrooms – a mushroom omelette with thyme sprinkled 
through is quite different – and chives also go with pretty much everything. The 
plants are also rather pretty and make a lovely addition to the garden. 

And finally… 

This is your chance to let The Editor know what you like and don’t like about the 
church magazine. 

Either nobble me at church and tell me (I’ll put paper and pen in my bag NOW!) 
or write down your views and leave them in an envelope at the back of the 
church, marked Parish News Editor. Or you can email me (address in the Con-
tacts list). 

What articles have you enjoyed recently? What don’t you like particularly and 
why? What kind of things would you like to see more of? I don’t have a bottom-
less pit, but I can certainly try to find what you’d like for issues in the next few 
months. 

But do remember, the articles on church groups can’t be supplied until they start 
to meet again. In the meantime, the more ideas, the better! 


