
1 

 

Contents 

A Child’s View 22 

Apologies 6 

Barton line extended at last! 15 

Barton-upon-Humber Civic Society 14 

Church Flowers 9 

Combatting loneliness by loving thy neighbour 18 

Cryptic Animals and Sudoku 16 

Days 21 

Dingbats 21 

Finding Help when in Isolation 19 

Foodbank 8 

Hearts for Hull Royal Infirmary Intensive Care Unit 11 

May Wordsearch 10 

Meanwhile in a far distant galaxy.... 4 

Mothers’ Union on the March 20 

Photos 12 

Puzzle Answers 24 

Re The Queen’s Speech 14 

St Mary’s Barton Parish Contacts 2 

“Those who cannot remember the past … 3 

Wilderspin National School 17 

 

  



2 

 

St Mary’s Barton: PARISH CONTACTS 
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“Those who cannot remember the past... 

...are condemned to repeat it.” So said the Spanish-born writer George 
Santayana a century ago, and as the 75th anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War comes into view it might be a good time to hold the 
quote in our minds. You could argue that failing to learn from the 
mechanised horror of WWI played a big part in not preventing WWII, and 
the consequences of forgetting things like the rise of the far-right and the 
perils of populism shouldn't be far from our minds. 

The shock-waves from the opening-up of the death camps were far-
reaching: never again would 'obeying orders' trump conscience and 
morality. 'Human rights' finally broke through into wider consciousness 
once the world had seen what went on within those barbed-wire 
compounds. 

It didn't just affect politics. Famously, Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Laureate, 
spoke of being in Auschwitz and putting God on trial. “It happened at 
night; there were just three people. At the end of the trial, they used the 
word 'chayav', rather than ‘guilty'. It means ‘He owes us something'. Then 
we went to pray."  

Where had God been in Auschwitz? He'd done nothing to rescue Jews, 
gypsies, dissenters, the disabled, homosexuals... Some heart-searching 
had to be done – and is still being done. Where is God at times like that? 
With the powerful? Or with the suffering? Theology changed radically 
after the Holocaust. 

And now, disrupting all the plans for commemorating VE Day, we have 
COVID-19 – and I wonder what lessons we may learn (or forget) out of this 
one? Not long since, the tabloids were out in force attacking the NHS, 
something which is now unthinkable. And the celebrity culture appears to 
have melted away, bringing into prominence a new stratum of people to 
admire, including some who usually lie well below the 'valued' radar – 
shopworkers, drivers, carers, binmen.  

And on the religion front, as the spread of COVID-19 has continued, those 
strange (white, western, male) Christians formerly quick to identify 
disasters and diseases as signs of divine wrath and judgement have been 
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very quiet indeed. Perhaps they too are learning the hard way that they 
need to think differently. 

Once life is 'back to normal' will we have recalibrated our understanding 
of what is essential – human relationships, community, those who provide 
for our daily needs, those doing jobs we'd rather not think about needing 
to be done? Or will we hurry back to our old ways, dazzled by the lifestyles 
of the rich and famous in a society which once again encourages us to ask 
'What's in it for me?' 

On All Saints' Day 1755 a massive earthquake and tsunami effectively 
destroyed the city of Lisbon, noted for its churches and levels of devotion 
which, they assumed, would protect it. Rather than change the way they 
thought about God and suffering, they chose to find someone to blame, to 
wit, the Jewish community. They refused to read the signs of the times. 
Will we as a society remember these events of our time, COVID-19 and VE 
Day and allow ourselves to be changed by them? Or will we be 
condemned to a repeat performance? 

Fr David 

Meanwhile in a far distant galaxy.... 

News of the lockdown came late to Rodrigo Borgia, Bishop of Bolsover: 
once again he had mislaid the television remote and his daily newspaper's 
strength being its Allotment correspondent, relegated minor matters like 
war, famine and pestilence to a paragraph or two just before the small 
ads. Not for nothing is the diocesan motto 'Not dead, but sleeping.' 
Nevertheless (after a second breakfast and a brief nap) he sprang into 
action. 

Other than the feral pigeons in the palace attic, the sum total of diocesan 
communications technology amounts to two typewriters, an antique 
duplicator and a Bakelite telephone; furthermore to +Rodrigo 'streaming' 
is a word only ever followed by the word 'cold'. This left him severely 
disadvantaged as his peers encouraged and informed their faithful with 
constant electronic updates.  

It was his chaplain who pointed out that there were certain advantages to 
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being cooped up with the household if that household happened to have 
access to the substantial amounts of food and drink kept in the palace for 
'hospitality.' As a bonus, he observed, judiciously selected recipes could be 
offered to the local rag as “morale-boosters for the locals, summoning up 
the spirit of WWII — just as long as we replace 'venison' with 'scrag end' 
or 'foie gras' with 'meat paste'.” 

Thus was born.... 

Bishop Borgia's Cookery Corner 

And today, the old teatime favourite, Lemon Meringue pie. 

Comfort food! (Is there any such thing as DIScomfort food?) And the best 
of this one is that if three hours of queuing still fails to produce any flour, 
you can buy ready-made shortcrust pastry. Until that gets panic-bought.... 

Take a 6oz (by flour) quantity of shortcrust pastry – if you're making it 
yourself, enrich it with an egg yolk and 1 tsp of caster sugar. Line an 8” flan 
ring and rest it in the fridge for a half hour before blind baking it at about 
190C (170 fan).  

Meanwhile, take 300ml/1/2 pt milk and heat most of it. Ad the remainder 
– a couple of tablespoons - to 30g/1oz cornflour, mix to a paste and onto 
this pour the heated milk, stir well, return the mixture to the pan and, 
stirring assiduously, boil for 3 minutes. Remove from the boil, add 30g/1oz 
caster sugar and leave to cool a little before beating in the zest and juice 
of 1 lemon and 2 egg yolks. Pour this immediately into the baked pastry 
case – if you feel confident enough, remove the flan ring before you do 
this - and return it to the oven, which has been turned down to 
170C/150C (fan), to set the mixture. 

Measure out 4oz/110g caster sugar. Make the meringue by beating 2 egg 
whites until stiff, then beating in 1 tbsp of the sugar until the mixture 
becomes very stiff and solid. Then fold in the remaining sugar before 
placing this on top of the tart and returning it to the oven to bake to a pale 
biscuit colour. 

The Bishop finds this goes very well with gin. 
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Apologies 

Before you groan, 'Oh what's he done now?' so far as I know I've done 
nothing to upset from Lincoln or interest tabloid editors sick of writing 
about flour. But the keen-eyed may have spotted in the diocesan prayer 
diary a reference to apologetics. It's an unusual word with ancient 
ancestry, and hasn't got much to do with saying 'sorry' when you've 
trodden on someone's foot. 

To help explain, here's an extract from the Roman historian Tacitus about 
the great fire which consumed Rome in the time of the Emperor Nero: 

“But all human efforts... did not banish the sinister belief that the fire was 
the result of an order. Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened 
the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their 
abominations, called Christians by the populace.”  

So what had the Christians done to be so unpopular? Well, since Christian 
worship took place in secret, ranked slaves alongside the free, women 
alongside the men, and apparently drank blood as part of their rituals, 
there was ample reason to think the worst. Spin-doctoring and 
scapegoating are not inventions of our own day, after all. 

That the contents of Christian worship were secret, a mystery, wasn't 
unusual in the Roman world, but it was clear where it could lead – 
misunderstanding and downright misrepresentation. So in an attempt to 
deal with the problem, a new Christian ministry arose, that of Apologetics 
- the calling of explaining and defending the Christian faith to non-
believers.  

Justin of Rome, martyred about AD160, produced two apologies or 
explanations of what Christians did, plus another which was a defence of 
the Christian faith against Jewish critics. Although the Roman authorities 
didn't take much notice of such explanations, they do give us a good idea 
of what Christian worship looked like at the time. 

Eventually opponents shifted from claims that the Christians were up to 
no good to attempts to demolish the faith as foolish. One Celsus, writing a 
few years after Justin's death, accused the Christians of being weak-
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minded, uneducated yokels, inclined to believe impossible things like the 
Resurrection, easily taken in and prone to listening to (hysterical) women. 
He does read a bit like some of the more outspoken atheist crusaders of 
our own day! And it's at this point that it gets interesting. 

For the effect of this was to galvanise Christians into a new style of 
apologetics, not showing they were innocent of wrongdoing but picking 
up the philosophical gauntlet and challenging the assumptions of their 
critics. Christianity took on its opponents on their own territory in the 
rough-and-tumble of debate. That tradition lives on: in the last century or 
so people like CS Lewis (at the popular level) and Keith Ward or Tom 
Holland (at the academic and heavyweight) have continued to challenge 
the idea that we Christians are all gullible nitwits who believe in the sky 
fairy.  

But it's not just about the writers and the professors – we too have a part 
to play. Can we argue the case for our own faith, as everyday Christians? 
What do we do or say when challenged with lines like 'Well, all wars are 
caused by religion' or 'If God is so good, why is life so unfair?' What do we 
say when we're lumped in with the sort of religion which builds museums 
showing cavemen walking with dinosaurs or goes searching for the 
remains of Noah's Ark? 

We're often told these days that we ought to be rather ashamed of being 
religious. What we really need to do is to become better at offering our 
Apologies... 

 

One problem with quarantine is that it’s really hard to end phone calls. 
Twice today I nearly said “sorry, but I’ve really got to run,” before realising 
that there’s nowhere to run to. 

Have you ever noticed that the people who say “Calm down, calm down!” 
are the ones who made you angry in the first place? 

What do you call someone who stands inside goalposts and tries to stop 
the ball ? Annette. 

What is a ghost’s favourite football position? Ghoulkeeper! 
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Several people have already asked “What is the Food Bank doing in these 
modern times?” 

To answer your questions:- 

• Firstly, the Food Bank is open at the usual times i.e. Tuesdays and 
Fridays 2pm to 3-30pm. 

• The Food Bank is at the usual location, the Salvation Army 
Community Church, Tofts Road, Barton. 

• Contact details 01652 632512, or 01652 637745, or 01652 637312. 

• We have not got the capacity to deliver, as our team is much 
depleted, partly due to family responsibilities and age ranges. 

• Our store for bagging is not open, as it is too small for two 
volunteers to observe social distancing. 

• The Salvation Army building is not open to our clients. Only two 
volunteers are on duty for each session. They are in the small back 
room of the building issuing vouchers to clients by the patio 
window, again observing social distancing across a table. 

• Full records are kept and transferred to the computer later in the 
day. 

• Volunteers have gloves and regularly wipe down surfaces. 

• The side of the building is suitably sign posted with paths marked 
at 2 metre intervals.  

• Instead of issuing bags of food which, as already stated, we are 
unable to bag up, vouchers are given for either Tesco or Heron, the 
value being according to the size of family. No client is allowed 
more than one per week, and most have even less. 

• The stores concerned are aware that we do not wish these 
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vouchers to be spent on alcohol or tobacco and will not allow 
people to buy such items with the vouchers. We do not wish to 
abuse the goodwill of the public. 

• Clients are still referred by e-mail, telephone call or a social worker 
collecting on their behalf, with few referral vouchers coming from 
the agencies, most of whom are home working. 

• This is the only way forward for a food bank of our size. Numbers 
are rising and so far we are managing the financial costs well, but 
for how long, like everyone else, we do not know. 

• In due time, we shall acknowledge all the donations individually, so 
if anyone wishes to donate, our bank account details are:- 

• Barton Area Food Bank   Sort code:-30-97-44   Acc.No. 48110660 
or to Sue Wind 14, Willow Drive, Barton-upon-Humber, DN18 5HR. 

Thank you to everyone who supports us.                                            
Margaret E. Sidell, Chairman. 

 

Church Flowers 

A donation has been received for Church 
flowers in loving memory of :- 

Ivan Garfoot  Tom Phillipson 

Alan Garfoot  Nicola Phillipson 

Jack Lawrence  Wendy Broddley 

Ruth Lawrence  Marie Wilson 

John Lawrence 

Sadly there were no flowers in Church at 
Easter but rest assured there will be a good 
display at our next Festival. 

Shirley 
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May Wordsearch 
 

C H R I S T M E L A S U R E J 

X M I B G T I S Q V A Z Y A P 

M O S N S A L V A T I O N R W 

O Q E A R E K M L C C B E I R 

U O N Z V S L W F I E B A G S 

N A N H K P E P R L O T H H T 

T H L W E X J N I Q U V Z T I 

O B V I W A M E U C L F C H R 

L C I A V H V S Q B S A Z A I 

I O F F E E U E K M W I G N P 

V X N H R A X G N U J T D D S 

E P K S K L N E D X B H I I Y 

T R V I O I Q W F O R T Y U L 

Z A S C E N S I O N Y I A P O 

C X A T L G J Q N D A Y S L H 

 

ASCENSION 
HEAVEN 
CHRIST 
HOLY SPIRIT 
DISCIPLES 
JERUSALEM 

MOUNT OLIVET 
RIGHT HAND 
SEAT 
BELIEVERS 
HEALING 
SALVATION 

RISEN 
ALIVE 
FAITH 
FORTY 
DAYS

 

 
A jumper I got for my birthday kept picking up static electricity. So I took it 
back to the shop and exchanged it for another one. Free of charge. 

A dog walks into a job centre. ‘Wow, a talking dog,’ says the clerk. ‘With 
your talent I’m sure we can find you a gig in the circus.’ ‘The circus?’ says 
the dog. ‘What does a circus want with a plumber?’ 

Someone broke into my house last night and stole my limbo set. How low 
can you get? 
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What does a clock do when it’s hungry? – It goes back four seconds. 

How do you make holy water? – Boil the hell out of it! 

I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I can’t put it down. 

How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it. 

This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I’d never 
met herbivore. 

I didn’t like my beard at first, then it grew on me. 

Hearts for Hull Royal Infirmary Intensive Care Unit 

Thornton Curtis WI has become involved in a project to support the HRI 
ICU. HER (Hull & East Riding) Breast Friends, delivered a talk to the group 
in January, with a plea for knitted or crocheted hearts measuring approx. 
6.5 cm. The hearts are used in pairs. When a patient dies without their 
family, one heart is placed with the body and one is sent with a card to the 
family. 

Two WI members have developed a pattern. The size does not seem to 
need to be exact, it should just be a suitable size to go in a card. Many of 
their members are now knitting hearts. In the picture the larger ones are a 
thicker fancy yarn knitted on 5mm needles in garter stitch: the result is 
sufficiently tight to hold its shape as usually you would use a larger needle 
for this yarn. They should be joined in pairs, ideally with a safety pin or 
some kind of loop in a contrast colour so it will be easy to remove. 

If anyone would like to join in this initiative, the editor has a copy of the 
pattern and will supply it on request (01652 634142), or you could just 
develop your own pattern. 

Completed hearts should be sent to: 

Hull Royal Infirmary, 
c/o Mandy Price, 
ICU 3rd Floor, 
Anlaby Road, 
HULL HU3 2JZ 
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St Mary’s Church and The Beck, April 2020. Photo by Alan Wright 

 

 

 

 

Knitted hearts



13 

 

  

 
 
Pictures from lockdown, 
April 2020 
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Re The Queen’s Speech,  

(televised on Palm Sunday, April 5th 2020 at 8.00pm.) 

Most British subjects and Commonwealth citizens whatever their political 
affiliations or personal beliefs, can find a degree of respect for the Queen 
in their hearts. 

And now it seems, so can the French. Her Majesty has extended her 
graceful reach across the Channel. In these troubled and troubling times, 
our 93-year-old monarch has become a perhaps unlikely figurehead for 
our closest continental cousins. 

The Queen’s televised address was watched by 2.35 million people in 
France – nearly nine per cent of the population – and broadcast live across 
three news networks with simultaneous translation. Here in the UK, 
almost 24 million of us tuned in across all channels, around three times 
the number who watched Her Majesty’s 2019 Christmas Day message. 

French interest in la famille royale britannique has been piqued by the 
success of “The Crown”, the popular Netflix series which chronicles the life 
of Her Majesty; Instagram praised Her Majesty as “The immovable 
matriarch who stands for unsinkable values in an age where everything is 
uncertain.” 

D. B. Robinson 

 

Barton-upon-Humber Civic Society 

In 2018, the Civic Society decided to commission consultants to draw up 
plans for improvements to the Transport Interchange.  Last year these 
plans were endorsed by Barton Town Council, the Barton Cleethorpes 
Community Rail Partnership, North Lincs Council and most recently, in 
February 2020, Barton people at a public consultation.  

If you would like to look at the plans and comment on them, please go to 
the Civic Society web site for the details. www.bartoncivicsociety.co.uk     



15 

 

Barton Line extended at last! 

 

Former FBL chairman, Brian Robinson, has sent in this photograph of the 
Barton line dated 1st April 2050.  As can be seen, the extension westward 
towards Winteringham and beyond has finally been constructed and is 
now used by excursion trains to Cleethorpes avoiding Barnetby.  Such was 
the volume of traffic on the A1077 towards South Ferriby that it became 
known as Route 66.  The carriageway had to be dualled and a relief road 
bridge constructed across the Humber to Brough.  However, this has 
proved unnecessary since the cost of motoring has risen so much that 
almost nobody uses their car anymore.  The complicated junction with the 
M62, beyond Brough, has become known as the second Scotch Corner.  
The B1207 (Ermine Street) to Appleby has been renumbered B6542 – an 
inference to the speed attempted by sporty drivers on this long straight 
road – and Orton is local dialect for Broughton. 

(This article first appeared in the March 2020 edition of the newsletter of 
the Friends of the Barton Line.) 
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CRYPTIC ANIMALS 

Can you solve the cryptic clues to find 15 animals? Answers on page 24. 

1. COWARDLY BIRD  

2. A FISH TO STAND ON  

3. AIRBOURNE DAIRY PRODUCT  

4. BIRD USED IN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY  

5. COOKS POTATOES IN A MONASTERY  

6. HOARSE 

7. THIS OLD MAN COULD EAT NO FAT  

8. SOUNDS LIKE THIS CREATURE IS GOOD AT MATHS  

9. CHURCH SEAT MOTHER  

10. BOUNCER AT A RODENT’S NIGHT CLUB   

11. BABE LOST 21 SHILLINGS  

12. HELLO MRS SHARPLES  

13. WEAR A DOOR OPENING DEVICE  

14. EIGHT CATS  

15. ANOTHER NAME FOR A CASTLE  

SUDOKU 

Fill in the spaces so that each number 1-9 appears in every line, every 
column and every sub-square. Answer on page 24 

      3    

8 2   7   6  1 

3 6  1  5     

 5  4  6  3   

 9 3 2 1 8 7   5 

4 8 2   3     

2 7   3 1 9    

  5   7 6 1   

   6  9 2   7 
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Wilderspin National School  

If you have children, grand-children or 
great grand-children who are doing 
their schoolwork at home at present, 
let them know it’s nothing new!   

We’ve found this book in our archive, 
published in 1891, and containing 
home lessons in “Holy scripture, 
arithmetic, spelling, grammar, 
geography, history, poetry and 
composition.   

The authors “thought it advisable to 
assume the possession of a Bible by 
each child.”  How times change! 

Here’s part of the lesson for Tuesday, 
in the first week.  See if you can do it. 
(Although there were 112 pounds in 
an imperial hundredweight, the book 

used the short hundredweight which was 100 pounds – if that helps!) 

 

 
We think the answer is £3  15s  3 ½d – we could be wrong, but if we are, 
we’d need to see your working out! – by email please 
(wilderspinschoolmuseum@gmail.com). 

A reminder that Alice in Wonderland will be rescheduled.  But refunds will 
be sorted for ticket holders unable to make the new dates when the 
Museum can be staffed. 
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Combatting loneliness by loving thy neighbour 

Over the last few weeks of the coronavirus outbreak Father Aran Beesley, 
Rector of the Uffington Group of Parishes has been running a ‘kindness’ 
project, offering help to people in the community. 

Alongside Aran is his Authorised Lay Minister, Les Baillie, and a large group 
of volunteers who are collectively covering the villages of Uffington, 
Barholm with Stowe, Braceborough, Greatford, Tallington, West Deeping 
and Wilsthorpe which are situated close to Stamford in the south of the 
county.  Each village is running a scheme that works for their community, 
and sometimes this is based around the civil parish and other community 
group;  they run in whatever way works for them! 

Father Aran lives with his wife and two children and here he shares his 
experiences of being in ministry at this time and his kindness project. 

He said: “Like many members of the clergy I am still very busy but I have a 
different focus on ministry at this time as there are many people that need 
help in our communities. This is why I set up the ‘Kindness’ project to 
make sure that those who needed help could get it. We are all certainly 
getting to know the people in our villages which is a very nice benefit of 
the current situation.  

“The biggest need is help with prescriptions and combatting loneliness 
and we obviously offer a prayer for these vulnerable people in these 
difficult times. We have a great many people using our ‘friendly phone 
call’ service although we aren’t counting numbers, we just keep saying 
‘why not phone a neighbour?’ 

“We have ten volunteers physically ‘on the ground’ in Uffington and many 
others in the surrounding villages helping others and we have assisted 
around 30 people over the last few weeks collecting prescriptions and 
getting shopping for them. We are also very busy praying and have help 
with these from many people from our church community who give 
support in other ways as well. 

“In line with many other churches we are open even though the building is 
closed and are offering an online service that allows us to pray in a 
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different way although we are sad that we can’t gather together.  Being 
online has definitely extended reach, which is wonderful, you need to 
embrace technology at a time like this and we have shared resources such 
as Zoom, Facebook, Facetime, email and the telephone to keep in touch 
with each other which is lovely.  Our volunteers are all on WhatsApp so we 
can easily match needs with offers of help. 

“Another advantage of being online is that it has allowed us to use a much 
wider range of prayer material. So, in addition to that provided by the 
Church of England we have also used resources, such as Stations of the 
Cross from the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham and also materials from 
friends, which adds to our sense of community.” 

In closing Father Aran was asked if he believed that it was often the 
church that filled the gaps in communities during difficult times such as 
this. He said: “Like many people I’ve never experienced times like these 
but what I have learnt is that we can find both new ways to worship and 
to love our neighbour. This shows both the timelessness and strength of 
the church and the true beauty of one of the most basic Christian 
principles." 

From the Lincoln Diocesan website 

 

Finding Help when in Isolation 

Barton Town Council in conjunction with The Ropewalk has been 
delivering meals to those that need help in the town for 4 weeks. 
Unfortunately, we are still finding people who have not had any help, do 
not have access to social media and are really struggling without any 
shopping for several weeks. The Meals on Wheels has reached over 200 
households so far and delivered more than1500 meals. However, this is 
not a long-term solution: we need to get people shopping so that they can 
look after themselves as they would have done before lockdown. 

Now a leaflet is being sent out to every household in Barton asking if they 
are coping with shopping, prescriptions, dog walking etc or if they just 
want a chat.  
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Barton has approximately 200 streets and we would like to assign a 
volunteer to each one. There has already been a fantastic number of 
people who are supporting their neighbours and community. This is not 
going to replace that wonderful work but just to make sure everyone in 
Barton is accounted for. If you are already doing this for your street, we 
still want to hear from you so we can get a full picture of what is going on. 

If you can help email liz@the-ropewalk.co.uk or call 01652 660380 and 
leave a message. We need your name, contact details and which street 
you would like to volunteer for. 

We will then provide you with postcards that have details of the scheme 
on them with a gap for your name and number. You will then be able to 
pop the cards through the houses on your street and hopefully everyone 
will call you to check in. If anyone needs shopping etc then you will be 
able to help them with that or refer them to someone who can. 

 

Mothers’ Union on the March 

Patsy Moore reported on Lincoln Mothers’ Union’s second march through 
Lincoln to mark ‘16 Days Of Activism Against Gender Violence and 
Abuse’... Twenty members took part on 25th November 2019, and they 
received a warm welcome at Lincoln Cathedral and were blessed on their 
way by the Duty Chaplain. Information leaflets were handed out to all who 
would receive them. The leaflets contained details of organisations that 
could be contacted by anyone who was in an abusive situation or who had 
suspicions that abuse may be happening to someone else. The public 
response was mostly very positive, and the walk concluded with an open-
air service outside St Peter at Gowts. If this exercise gives just one person 
the courage to seek help then it will have been worthwhile. The Mothers’ 
Union will continue to pray for the vulnerable and the marginalised and 
will probably do another march at some point in the future. We welcome 
anyone who would like to join us 
https://www.mothersunion.org/diocese/lincoln). 

From Crosslincs magazine https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/ 
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DAYS 

 
Three six five in a year, 
Every one is different, 
Some we love, some we fear, 
Others do not matter. 
 
Days of sunshine, happy days; 
Dark days of cold and dread. 
Youthful pranks to manhood ways 
Pass with the changing years. 
 
Unhappy days are slow to go, 
Red letter days are tardy; 
Days of pain and days of woe 
Are so never-ending. 
 
Times of happiness and love 
Always seem to fly away 
Like swallows up above 
Migrating for the winter. 
 

Worst of all to endure, 
Days fraught with fears unknown 
These, time alone can cure 
As each one it unfolds. 
 
Anniversary days will tell 
The landmarks of our lives. 
Some that we remember well 
With dear ones passed away. 
 
Each new dawn is God’s gift 
For us to use in service 
With the sun our spirits lift 
And life goes on again. 
 
Throughout the span of life 
Seasons come, seasons go. 
Which day will end our strife? 
None of us can ever know. 
 

Dennis Cowe 
[Thank you Dennis for this – it seemed particularly apt, given how long the 
days seem to be in isolation! – Ed] 

Dingbats 

Can you translate these common phrases? 
 
1. _______ PROGRAMME 2.  ECNALG 3.   WEAR 4.   LE 
             LONG  VEL 
Answers on page 24. 
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A Child’s View 

This one is fabulous! It was written by 8 year old Danny Dutton of Chula 
Vista CA for his third grade homework assignment. The assignment was to 
explain God. I wonder if any of us could do as well? 

An 8-year-old’s explanation of God 

“One of God’s main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the 
ones that die, so there will be enough people to take care of things on 
earth. He doesn’t make grown-ups, just babies. I think because they are 
smaller and easier to make. That way He doesn’t have to take up His 
valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to 
mothers and fathers. 

God’s second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of 
this goes on, since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times 
beside bedtime. God doesn’t have time to listen to the radio or TV 
because of this. Because He hears everything, there must be a terrible lot 
of noise in His ears, unless He has thought of a way to turn it off. God sees 
everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him 
pretty busy. So you shouldn’t go wasting His time by going over your Mom 
and Dad’s head asking for something they said you couldn’t have. 

Atheists are people who don’t believe in God. I don’t think there are any 
in Chula Vista. At least there aren’t any who come to our church. 

Jesus is God’s Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water 
and performing miracles and trying to teach people who didn’t want to 
learn about God. They finally got tired of Him preaching to them and they 
crucified Him. But he was good and kind, like His Father, and he told His 
Father that they didn’t know what they were doing and to forgive them 
and God said OK. His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He had done 
and all His hard work on earth so He told Him He didn’t have to go out on 
the road any more. He could stay in Heaven. So He did. And now He helps 
His Dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things that are important 
for God to take care of and which ones He can take care of Himself 
without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important. 
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You can pray at any time you want and they are sure to help you because 
they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time. You should 
always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there’s 
anybody you want to make happy, it’s God. Don’t skip church or do 
something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is 
wrong. Besides, the sun doesn’t come out at the beach until noon anyway. 

If you don’t believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very 
lonely, because your parents can’t go everywhere with you, like to camp, 
but God can. It’s good to know He’s around when you’re scared in the dark 
or when you can’t swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big 
kids. 

But … you shouldn’t just always think of what God can do for you. I figure 
God put me here and He can take me back any time He pleases. And that’s 
why I believe in God. 

God bless!” 

 

 

 

If you’re reading this in a 
waiting room, or had it 
passed on by a friend, you 
might like to know that 
you can pick up a copy of 
your own from the table 
at the back of the church for a very small 
charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to 
someone else who might enjoy it!   

 

Thought for the 
Day 

Even in lockdown, there 
are ways to be kind to 
other people. 
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Puzzle Answers 

CRYPTIC ANIMALS 

1. CHICKEN 

2. SOLE 

3. BUTTERFLY 

4. CRANE 

5. CHIPMUNK 

6. HUSKY 

7. SPRATT 

8. ADDER 

9. PUMA 

10. DORMOUSE 

11. GUINEA PIG 

12. HYENA 

13. DONKEY 

14. OCTOPUS 

15. ROOK 

 

SUDOKU  

5 1 4 9 6 2 3 7 8 

8 2 9 3 7 4 5 6 1 

3 6 7 1 8 5 4 2 9 

7 5 1 4 9 6 8 3 2 

6 9 3 2 1 8 7 4 5 

4 8 2 7 5 3 1 9 6 

2 7 6 5 3 1 9 8 4 

9 4 5 8 2 7 6 1 3 

1 3 8 6 4 9 2 5 7 

Apologies for the error in last 
month’s Sudoku. I hope some of 
you saw what was wrong, but for 
those who didn’t, the gremlins 
had moved the ‘2’ in the top row 
one space over.  

 

Last month’s puzzle, corrected. 
Do have another go! 

1 5  6  3  2  

    4  3 7 8 

3     8    

5 1     9   

  2    6 1  

  4 3   2   

7 3 5 8     6 

 8      4  

 6 9    8   

 

DINGBATS 

1. Space Programme,  2. Glance back,   3. Long underwear,   4. Split level. 


