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If you’re reading this in a 
waiting room, or had it 
passed on by a friend, you 
might like to know that 
you can pick up a copy of 
your own from the table 
at the back of the church for a very small 
charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to 
someone else who might enjoy it!   

 

Thought for the 
Day 

Subscribe to the Parish 
News and always know 
what’s happening around 
St Mary’s! 
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Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
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The Gift that keeps on giving.... 

'Pangloss,' although it sounds like a revolutionary new cleaning product 
for cookware, is actually the name of a character in Voltaire's novel 
'Candide,’ and is one of those depressing and infuriating people who, 
regardless of the scale of a disaster, manages to convince himself that it's 
a good thing. He would have looked at (say) The Black Death and tried to 
convince everyone how, in the end, it had been a blessing, or portrayed 
the Great Fire of London as an excellent opportunity to get rid of all that 
old, cramped insanitary housing (and replace it new, cramped insanitary 
housing).  

He's the sort of person who gives hope a bad name. 

As we get into mid-Lent, there's a good chance that you've 'weakened' 
and found the key to the drinks cupboard or unbolted the box in which 
you'd concealed your chocolate cache, realising that, actually, your 
abstinence was making you unliveable with. That's not to say that a spot 
of simplification of our lives during these six weeks is a bad idea, just that 
it's a means to an end, not an end in itself. 

I came across a sermon by Leo the Great (d. 461) on keeping a holy Lent, 
and this passage really struck me. He says that the point is not so much to 
abstain from food or whatever, but from doing evil, and that the best of all 
companions to Lenten simplicity is almsgiving – you know, giving to the 
poor and needy. But he continues: 

This embraces under the single name of mercy many excellent 
works of devotion, so that the good intentions of all the faithful 
may be of equal value, even where their means are not.  

The works of mercy are innumerable [so] that not only the affluent 
but also those of average means and the poor are able to play 
their part. Those who are unequal in their capacity to give can be 
equal in the love within their hearts. 

A bit of a mouthful, but it boils down to something very simple: no-one is 
too poor to give: there are many gifts other than money which are 
precious (no, that doesn't get us wealthy ones off the financial hook, we 



4 

 

can do both). The precious gift of almsgiving is, of course, the gift of hope. 

Not silly, fixed grin, hollow optimism or denial of reality, mind you. The gift 
of hope involves a costly giving of self which changes the future for an 
individual or group for the better, which gives them something to hang on 
to, a life-raft in a stormy sea. Money (and food, clothing, shelter, medical 
care etc) is a part of the equation about giving a future, of course it is. But 
so is supporting the lonely, the depressed and the grief stricken – it gives 
them hope that they can bear their burden with assistance. So is visiting 
the lonely, or giving a frazzled and exhausted carer a break and a listening 
ear. These don't get paid by cheque, but as Leo observes, they are the 
stuff of love which can transform a life. 

Dr Pangloss got through life by denying the suffering he saw before him, 
pretending that somehow it was all good. This isn't hope, it's denial, even 
cruelty. Hope, on the other hand, is what we bring when by our actions 
we give someone the great gift of a future. As a Lenten challenge and a 
Lenten joy, it really puts knocking off the beer and fags into the shade. 

Fr David 

Holy Week and Easter 

As I write this (thank you, Editor, for the patience in hanging on for me to 
find out what Boris has to say) it looks as though we will be able to follow 
a fairly normal pattern for Holy Week and Easter (although I can't see us 
being allowed to do much in the way of singing and I suspect outdoor 
processions will remain off-limits). 

At the moment, the plan is for our usual Holy Week routine, including the 
distribution of palms on Palm Sunday and the Vigil Eucharist on Easter 
morning at 6.00. There will almost certainly be no ecumenical services 
during the first few days of Holy Week, but we are planning the usual 
11.00 Good Friday joint service, probably outside at St Augustine's (but if 
wet in St Mary's).  

I am painfully aware that there will be some reading this who haven't 
received communion since before last Easter. As yet there's been no 
meaningful solution offered to this by any of the Churches for whom 
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home communions are an important part of their ministry: I know I speak 
for all our Home Communion team when I say that we feel very deeply for 
all of you who have been so deprived and as soon as some solution is 
offered to us, we will be back on the case as quickly as we can. 

Why Jesus was called ‘The Word’ 

We have been treated to the Gospel of St John 1.1-14 on two occasions 
within the past couple of months. The first time was on Christmas Day, 
and then again on February 4th (the Second Sunday before Lent), and it 
has been my privilege and pleasure to preach on both occasions. However, 
like many aspects of John’s Gospel, there are so many rich layers of 
meaning that one cannot do justice to everything within the space of ten 
minutes, even with the opportunity of a second helping! Many questions 
are inevitably left unanswered.  

One such question is that of why John called Jesus ‘The Word’ in the first 
place. It is a particularly good question, and the answer lies right at the 
start of the story of Jesus being spread from the Jewish community into 
the Greek world, the land of the gentiles. Therein lay a problem! 

To understand the problem, one must remember that Jesus was a Jew, 
and all the first members of the early Christian Church were also Jews. 
What is more, with a few exceptions, Jesus rarely left Palestine. Therefore, 
all that he said and taught was in the language and cultural way of 
thinking familiar to the Jews. However, his story broke into the wider 
world within the first thirty years of his death. That world was initially the 
Greek world, and the Greeks had no understanding of the Jewish 
expectation of a Messiah. Such ideas were alien to the Greeks. The 
problem then was how best to communicate such complex ideas to new 
communities. This was a problem that John set about trying to resolve 
when he started to write his gospel.  

John lived in Ephesus, a Greek city. He understood the Greek way of 
thinking, and he suddenly realised that there was one concept that both 
the Greeks and the Jews understood – that was the idea of a ‘word’.  Now, 
in order for us to understand this even better, we need to consider what 
each cultural group understood a ‘word’ to be, and the significance they 
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attached to a ‘word’, and so we will take each group separately, starting 
with the Jews.  

For the Jews, words were powerful things. Words were not just sounds. 
Words had energy; they acted as though they were alive! People took 
notice of words, and the Old Testament is full of such examples. Once a 
word had been spoken, it was out there in the world, having its effect, 
making things happen. We see that clearly in Genesis with the story of the 
Creation. Almost everything starts with the phrase ‘And God said…’, and 
once God had said it, once God had uttered the words, then whatever the 
words referred to went on and happened. So, the Jewish people 
understood what was meant by ‘the word of God’. The ‘word of God’ was 
powerful and, once spoken, God’s word made things happen. 

Now, the Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew. However, by the 
time Jesus was born, Hebrew was an ancient language. Nobody had really 
used it for about 100 years. The language of Jesus and his society was 
Aramaic. (If it helps, think of how the English we speak today is quite 
different from the language spoken by the Anglo-Saxons). So, for the Jews 
of Jesus’ time, the scriptures had to be translated into something they 
could understand. The translators were careful not to make God sound 
like a human being, so whenever they came across a Hebrew phrase that 
referred to God in a human way, they used the phrase ‘the word of God’ 
for God’s name. For example, when we read today about Moses bringing 
people out of the camp to meet God (Exodus 19.17), the translators 
changed the Hebrew phrase to one that, in Aramaic, described Moses 
bringing people to meet ‘the word of God’.  

So far so good. Let us now think about the Greek perspective. In Greek, 
the term used for ‘word’ is ‘Logos’.  However, ‘Logos’ is not only Greek for 
‘word’, but it also means ‘reason’. For the Greeks, and particularly for John 
in our discussion, whenever they used the term ‘Logos’, they thought 
about the twin ideas of ‘the word of God’ and ‘the reason of God’, and this 
is seen represented in ‘The Wisdom Literature’.  

Thus, we now start to think of ‘the word’, ‘reason’, and ‘wisdom’ as ideas 
that are bound together; they are all part of the same thing, the same 
idea. Furthermore, the Book of Proverbs is an example of ‘Wisdom 
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Literature’, and if we read Proverbs 4.5-13, we start to see the idea of the 
‘word’ and ‘wisdom’ together being ‘the light of life’ for people. All these 
terms have a life; they have power; they do things; they make things 
happen.   

I hope, by now, it is starting to make some sense. When John was looking 
for a way to describe Jesus to the Greek world, he landed on the idea of 
Jesus being ‘the Word’. Jesus represented someone who was powerful, 
was a creative force, who brought light into the world, who spoke words 
of wisdom, who seemed to understand God. John was telling everybody 
that, if you want to try and understand what God is like - this powerful, 
creative, wise, illuminating presence from which the whole of the created 
universe took form - then look at Jesus. Jesus, says John, is the ultimate 
package; he is all these things rolled into one; Jesus is the word of God 
come to earth to live among us. Jesus is not just ‘a word’, he is ‘THE Word’; 
there is none better nor more powerful to be had! And thus, the Greeks, 
and the rest of the gentile world, started to learn and have some 
understanding of the enormity of the concept of this Jew called Jesus.  

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. In 
him was life; and the life was the light of men. […] And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.’ 

Wonderful, isn’t it?  

Fr Robert 

Everyone has a fundamental role to play in a single 
great creative project: to write a new page of history, a 

page full of hope, peace and reconciliation. 

Pope Francis  
Fratelli Tutti 
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St Mary's Post Covid Renewal 

We all hope that the national vaccination drive will allow us to get back to 
something more like normal life. The Church is now looking forward to the 
next few months, and planning how we can welcome people back to our 
services in a safe and friendly way. 

Although all churches were closed during earlier lockdowns, St Mary's has 
been open during the current lockdown. We have made big changes to 
the services (no singing, social distancing, masks, etc.) to enhance Covid-
19 security, and believe that our communal worship is now very safe. Of 
course, our congregation numbers have reduced, and the Bishops are 
worried that churchgoing, nationally, will drop by as much as one fifth as a 
result of this pandemic. We need to actively encourage existing members 
of our church community to return to communal worship, and to make it 
as easy and secure as possible. 

At the same time, there are signs that many people in the Barton area are 
feeling greater need for spiritual sustenance. Some, who consider 
themselves Anglicans, but rarely attend St Mary’s, may now feel drawn 
towards closer engagement with faith. The effect of the pandemic and 
lockdowns has been greatly-increased loneliness and isolation. Fear and 
worry have added greatly to the stresses of life, creating worries about 
mental health. There is an opportunity to help which we should grasp, to 
bring people closer to our St Mary's church community. 

We have put in a bid for funding from Allchurches Trust, for the St Mary's 
Post Covid Renewal project. The idea is to renew our offering to the 
community, with a welcoming safe place to meet and worship together, 
and a refreshed internet presence for those still concerned about 
attending communal worship. This project will be led by members of the 
PCC, but also involve all in our church community who want to get 
involved. It has been approved by all our clergy, who are keen to provide 
help and support. 

As well as organizing ourselves to attract and welcome new people to our 
congregation and church community, the project aims to: improve the 
church to make social distancing easier, purchase new camera and 
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microphone equipment for live streaming of services, and commission a 
new, professionally designed website. We have asked for more than 
£20,000 for these purposes, though we are unlikely to get more than a 
fraction of that sum, as so many other churches are also seeking help.  But 
the most important aspect is not buying things, it is about renewing our 
place as a church, in the Barton community, and seeking to help people 
towards faith in Christ. We can do that, with or without the money. In 
particular, I thought we might: 

• Offer an introduction and booking system with a 'buddy' to help 
people cope with the service. We will need willing helpers, who 
are prepared to get involved. 

• Introduce an occasional 'Bring a friend' service, perhaps with a 
more straightforward liturgy, introductory sermon and 
explanations of service elements. 

• Invite people to community events, primarily social and cultural 
with minor spiritual aspects, and invitations to attend services. 
Concerts would be a good example. 

• Themed services (appeal to different groups, e.g. grandparents, 
kid's services with free sweets) 

• Use the St. Peter’s School links more effectively, to bring parents 
into the church for school services. 

• Put up a large welcome banner inviting people to our church, with 
contact and social media details. 

• Update the notice boards and maintain them regularly, presenting 
a more welcoming face to passers-by. 

We would like to hear from anyone who is willing to help contribute to 
this project - it will have to be a team effort and we need ideas from 
everyone. Please get in touch with me at: Jamestannock@outlook.com 

James Tannock 
PCC Fundraising Lead 

 

Volunteers are not paid; not because they are worthless, but 

because they are priceless.  
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Quiz 

1. According to the proverb, what is “the mother of invention”? 

a) Marie Curie     b) Creativity     c) Necessity 

 
2. Who was the last Empress of India? 

a) Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother     b) Queen Elizabeth II 

c) Maharanee 
 

3. Nacre is more commonly known as what? 

a) Myrrh     b)  Monterrey Jack     c)   Mother of Pearl 

 
4. Which almond cake is traditionally made for Mothering Sunday? 

a) Bakewell Cake     b)   Simnel Cake     c)   Amaretto Cake 

 
5. Which Catholic missionary and Nobel laureate died in 1997? 

a) Mother Teresa     b)   Louise Glück     c)   Malala Yousafzai 

 
6. What is the Latin word for mother? 

a) Maman     b)   Mater     c)   Mutter 

 
7. Who was the mother of Cain? 

a) Ellen Micklewhite     b)   Abel     c)   Eve 

 
8. What is “Mother’s Ruin”? 

a) Gin     b)   Vodka     c)   Tequila 

 
9. What Beatles song was inspired by Paul’s mother? 

a) In My Life     b)   Blackbird     c)   Let It Be 

 
10. In Greek mythology, who was the Mother of the Gods? 

a) Rhea     b)   Artemis     c)   Hera 

Answers on page 14. 
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“Repair My Church” - St Mary's roof repairs are 
completed 

Good news in a troubling time. The St Mary's roof repairs were completed 
recently, and the roof is now watertight again! 

As you will remember, thieves took the lead from the South Aisle roof in 
late 2018, and a temporary felt covering was put in place, although this 
was not entirely watertight. We then got to work, to raise money to repair 
the roof properly, because the insurance pay-out was only a fraction of the 
sum required. We chose not to use lead again, because that would have 
meant the prospect of further thefts. Instead, we used terne-coated steel, 
a type of stainless steel sheet which looks like lead. This material is already 
used on St Peter's Church roof. The total cost was estimated at around 
£45,000. 

An appeal was started in November 2019, and good progress was made. 
Most houses in Barton received a flyer through the letterbox, and local 
BBC featured the appeal several times. We have now received about 
£12,000 in private donations, including some very generous donations of 
more than £1000. Thank you to everyone who contributed! We were 
organising a programme of concerts and other fund-raising activities in 
early 2020, but at that stage the virus arrived. Our Raising the Roof 
concert was wisely cancelled at the last moment, shortly before the first 
lockdown was imposed. We still intend to hold that concert when it is safe 
to do so, and all purchased tickets will be valid. 

The next stage was to appeal for funds from charities and trusts which 
offer grants for church repairs. Needless to say, there is a lot of 
competition for this money. We received £4,000 from the Allchurches 
Trust, and had several other funding bids ready to go, awaiting only the 
formal Diocesan permission.  At that stage, a new source of funding 
appeared. A large sum of government money was made available for a 
Covid-19 Culture Recovery Fund, and the Church of England Archbishops 
Council successfully bid for several million pounds. to distribute to 
churches which needed urgent repairs to remain open. Timescales were 
very tight, but we successfully applied for some of that money, and 
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received nearly £30,000. At last, shortly before Christmas 2020, we could 
start to repair the Church. We also ordered a special roof alarm, which will 
alert us to intruders on the roof in future. 

Our Church Architect had already organised competitive tenders from 
specialist contractors, and now the winning bidder set to work. The 
temporary covering was 
removed, the old boards 
beneath found to be 
sound, and then a layer 
of thick plywood was 
fitted, followed by a 
waterproof membrane, 
wooden battens, a 
sound-deadening 
material and finally, the 
steel sheets. The final 
appearance is very close 
to the original lead, both 
in terms of colour and 
the lines created by the 
battens, which replicate 
the seams of a lead roof. 
Some extra repairs were 
found necessary to the 
North Aisle roof (caused 
by thieves pulling up the 
roofing sheets and 
allowing water beneath), meaning that we had to spend a further £3,000. 
However, we have a sound roof, and can now concentrate on the many 
other costly repairs, that were already pending when the lead was stolen! 
Having a huge medieval Church to maintain is indeed an expensive matter, 
and your donations are still very welcome! 

James Tannock 
PCC Fundraising Lead 
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News from The Ropewalk 

Our proposed “silver screen” matinees had been chosen for the next 
round of the Co-op Local Community Fund.  These weekly Wednesday 
screenings will take place as soon as Covid restrictions allow, starting at 
10.30am followed by lunch and a craft activity in the afternoon, before the 
day winds down at 3pm – all for £5.  This new format allows more time to 
socialise, discussing the film over lunch as well as setting the world to 
rights! 

It was very evident during The Ropewalk’s Meals on Wheels campaign at 
the height of the pandemic that our elderly felt isolated and missing their 
gossip and chats that come with going to the shops or walking to the post 
office. This, we hope, is one way to get them together in a safe way that 
they feel confident to try.   

Some of you will have Ropewalk gift vouchers still unused.  An additional 
12 months has been added onto the expiry dates of any gift vouchers to 
enable you to have plenty of time to decide what to spend them on. 

Finally, if you have a minute help us to complete our online visitor survey – 
it will only take a few minutes. Please go to the link: 
https://research.audiencesurveys.org/s.asp?k=160820123781 

The survey will remain live until 31st March 2021. 
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March Diary 

 

All services 
subject to the 
prevailing 
regulations.  

Please do not contact David on Thursdays 

except in dire emergency. Other clergy and the 
church wardens are available.  

Mon 
1st March  

10.00 am    
Virtual Deanery 
Chapter  

Wed 3rd 
March     

9.30 am    
Said 
Eucharist (MU 
Corporate)  

Fri 5th  12.30 pm    
Eucharist for 
Wholeness and 
Healing  

  

Sunday 7th March -  Lent 3  

  8.00 am    Said Eucharist  

  9.30 am    Parish Eucharist   

  6.00 pm    
Said Evening 
Prayer  

  

Wed 10th       9.30 am    Said Eucharist   

  

Sunday 14th March - Lent 4/Mothering Sunday  

  8.00 am    Said Eucharist  

  9.30 am    Parish Eucharist  

  6.00 pm    
Said Evening 
Prayer  

   

Mon 15th   2.00 pm    Diary meeting  

Wed 17th    9.30 am    Said Eucharist   

Sat 20th   Parish News Deadline 

  



15 

 

Sunday 21stMarch - Lent 5  

  8.00 am    Said Eucharist  

  9.30 am    Parish Eucharist   

  6.00 pm    
Said Evening 
Prayer  

  

Wed 24th   9.30 am  
For the 
Annunciation  

Said Eucharist   

  

Sunday 28thMarch - Palm Sunday  

  8.00 am    Said Eucharist  

  9.30 am    Parish Eucharist  

  6.00 pm    Said Eucharist  

        

Mon 29th   12.30 pm  Holy Week  Said Eucharist  

Tues 30th   7.00 pm    Said Eucharist  

Wed 31st   9.30 am    Said Eucharist  

Thurs 
1st April  

7.00 pm  
Maundy 
Thursday  

Said Eucharist  

Fri 2nd  2.00 pm  Good Friday  
An Hour before 
the Cross  

 

Beat the Covid Blues! 

An ice cream van crashed in our street. 
Police coned off the area. 

What do you call a herb that sings? 
Elvis Parsley. 

I have a pencil that was once owned by William Shakespeare. 
But he chewed it a lot. Now I can’t tell if it’s 2B or not 2B. 

I relabelled all the jars in the spice rack. I’m not in trouble with my wife 
yet, but the thyme is cumin…  
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From the Registers 
 

Baptisms:- None in January 

Marriages:- None in January 

Funerals:- 

Feb 4th Jean STEWART 

Feb 8th Doreen Mary NEWCOMB 

Feb 17th Edith Anne WHITTLE 

Feb 19th Denis Keith ASHTON 

Feb 24th David William STAVES 

 

 

 

Quiz Answers 

1. Necessity 

2. Queen Mother 

3. Mother of Pearl 

4. Simnel Cake 

5. Mother Teresa – born in Albania – Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu, born 

Skopje 1910. Look the others up. 

6. Mater 

7. Eve (Ellen Micklewhite was the mother of Michael Caine!) 

8. Gin 

9. Let it Be 

10. Rhea 
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Notes on the ‘Service of Wholeness and Healing’ 

Part Two 
 

Last month, we reproduced the first part of a three-part series of notes in 
respect to the Service of Wholeness and Healing. In Part One, we covered 
some introductory notes, and then started to explore the theology behind 
the concept of wholeness and healing.  

This month, we continue with a look at the topics of ‘Reconciliation’ and 
‘The Battle with Evil’.  

As always, if questions or concerns arise following the reading of these 
notes, please do not hesitate to have a chat with one of the clergy. 

So, without further ado, here we go… 

Reconciliation 

It is apparent in Scripture that the physical, emotional, social and spiritual 
well-being of human beings are closely interconnected. Christ’s work of 
reconciliation extends beyond the purely personal and relational to the 
social order and the whole creation (c.f. Colossians 1.15-27).  The Gospels 
use the term ‘healing’ both for physical healing and for the broader 
salvation that Jesus brings.  

A common New Testament term for sickness is ‘weakness’ (asthenia) (Luke 
5.15; 13.11,12; John 5.5); it carries broad associations of powerlessness 
and vulnerability, including human vulnerability in the face of the 
dominion of sin and death (Romans 5.6; 8.3).  As Christians face weakness, 
they receive God’s grace, expressed sometimes in an experience of 
healing and sometimes through the strength that comes in the bearing of 
weakness (2 Corinthians 12.9). 

 

The Battle with Evil 

Furthermore, the New Testament also presents us with a picture of 
Christians in a running battle with forces of evil that are external to us but 
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bear heavily upon our lives.  Although the principalities and powers 
(Ephesians 6.12) are not always forces of evil, they can have an impact on 
the social and political order; the evil one not only brings temptation but 
takes people captive (Gospels, passim); the power of idols enslaves 
consciences (1 Corinthians 8); and pagan sacrifices are offered to demons 
with whom we must not be participants (1 Corinthians 10).  

This series of pictures, while not absolving us from personal responsibility 
for our actions, also strongly implies that without the grace of God we are 
at risk of being in the grip of an array of forces beyond our powers to 
resist or break. Yet there is victory in Christ, and we also learn that, in the 
final analysis, ‘an idol is nothing in the world and there is no God but one’ 
(1 Corinthians 8.4); and that victorious discernment categorizes all forces 
of spiritual evil as provisional and counterfeit. Their ‘power’ lies in their 
impact on us, and their ‘reality’ therefore is shadowy and interim only. But 
we nonetheless need deliverance from that power, and the language of 
healing and wholeness is entirely appropriate to that process. 

 

Next time…  

Part Three: Acts of Healing in the Gospels, The Good News of Jesus, and 
a Prayer for Healing. 

 

Fr Robert 

 

Before my surgery, the anaesthetist offered to knock me out with gas or a 
boat paddle.  It was an ether/oar situation… 

If you boil a funny bone it becomes a laughing stock. That’s humerus. 

What do you get if you combine alcohol and literature? 
Tequila Mockingbird 

I was having trouble with my laptop so I called IT Support. 
He asked, "Have you tried disabling cookies?" 
I replied, "Well I once bit the legs off a gingerbread man…"  
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PARISH NEWS  

NOVEMBER 2020 - We are all going through very difficult times at the 
moment and the church is not exempt from this. From being closed during 
the lockdown, we now have limited numbers able to attend church for 
Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms. We also have to contend with social 
distancing, wearing of face coverings, no singing of hymns and much 
more, the impact of which looks fit to extend through autumn and winter 
into 2021. 

One constant throughout the year has been the publication of the Parish 
News each month, even though some months there has been limited 
material due to the circumstances. Thanks must go to Carol our editor for 
producing the magazine each month.  

November is the month when your distributor normally knocks at your 
door to collect the £5:00 subscriptions for the following year. Under the 
current circumstances the Church has agreed that this would be totally 
inappropriate. The decision has therefore been made to waive the 
payment of the first 3 months of 2021. 

Our current thinking is that we shall be looking to collect the subscription 
with the April ’21 edition, for the period April ’21 to March’22. 

PARISH NEWS MARCH 2021 - I refer to my article that appeared in the 
Nov ’20 edition (see above). 

Hopefully we can now see the light at the end of what has been a very 
long dark tunnel. There are signs that we are slowly getting back to some 
form of normality. 

Your distributor will request the payment (£5:00) for the Parish News to 
cover the period April ’21 to March ’22 when delivering your April Parish 
News. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mike Searle 

If you don’t currently have Parish News delivered, but would like to do so, 
contact Mike Searle or ask any church goer to pass on your details. 
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Poles apart 

"Nature always does contrive / That every boy and every gal / 
That’s born into the world alive / 

Is either a little Liberal / Or else a little Conservative!" 
(Private Willis in “Iolanthe”) 

I'm as fond of the Victorian era as the next person (as long as the next 
person isn't Liz Brown!), especially its heritage of industrial archæology 
and its scientific and engineering advances, but it does come with a very 
heavy 'But'.  

And that 'But' is that during the Victorian period we see the peeling apart 
of Science and Religion into two entrenched, opposing camps. Most 
histories of science assume that before 1600 it was all superstition; the 
baleful consequences of that split have been with us for the last century 
as people have been led to believe that to espouse a scientific world-view 
suggests that one has no soul, and to embrace a religious one implies 
one's brain has been removed surgically through the nostrils. This is not 
exactly a foundation for helpful dialogue. 

I'm halfway through a fascinating book which reveals the Middle Ages as a 
time of huge scientific advance, usually under the auspices of the Church, 
and drawing happily on the works of Jewish, Arabic and Greek writers and 
thinkers (The Light Ages' by Seb Falk, in which our own Robert Grosseteste 
gets honourable mention).  

Starting in the late 1700's but gathering pace throughout the next century 
or so, the heights of science were often elevated by shoving the starting-
point ever lower – hence the common belief that before Science, 
everyone believed the world was flat, a falsehood begun by a writer in 
1828.  

The 1860 Oxford debate between Bishop Samuel Wilberforce (a Fellow of 
the Royal Society with a first in Mathematics) and Thomas Huxley, Charles 
Darwin's protégé, has become hailed as the moment science defeated 
dogma. At the time, it most certainly was not seen as such (have a look at 
Oxford university's myth-buster at 
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/learning/pdfs/debate.pdf ), but hard-liners on 
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both sides have come to look on this debate as the final split. We've been 
enduring the fall-out ever since. 

Inevitably, anyone who starts to venture from either side in search of 
common ground risks being seen as a traitor to their own side; Steven Jay 
Gould the evolutionary biologist and palaeontologist, drew the wrath of 
hard-liners on his side of things, and the same sad story can be told from 
the ranks of religion, too. 

But perhaps, at last, we're seeing a new awareness that this trench 
warfare isn't doing anyone any good: two new books, one by the science 
populariser Carlo Rovelli, 'There are places in the world where rules are 
less important than kindness,' and Jo Marchant's 'The Human Cosmos’ try 
to get back to where we were before the silliness started. 

If you've got this far (in an admittedly rather turgid article), you may still 
be wondering 'So?'  

In which case, I simply ask, is it a good idea that two of the most powerful 
forces in shaping human society have been encouraged to see one 
another as opponents? Do the 'Is' questions of the universe have no use 
for the 'What does it mean?' questions of religion and vice versa? 

We look out on a universe of stunning complexity and mind-boggling size 
and antiquity. We are painfully aware of our insignificance against it all. 
And yet we frail beings have the ability to comprehend that vastness and 
even to ask why it's there in the first place. If that mystery, that sense of 
wonder grabs your attention, then perhaps there's some Lenten reading 
for you which are a bit different from prayer anthologies and devotional 
paperbacks. 

 

I've been trying to make Skimmed milk. The real problem is getting the 
cow to bounce across the lake. 

Yesterday I bought an old Elvis record called “Wooden Leg”. I said to the 
store owner, “I thought he sang Wooden Heart?” He said … 
“This is a pirate version” 
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Flowers and trees 

Wildflowers provide an improved habitat for pollinators such as bees, on 
which our food supply relies, and Barton Town Council has submitted to 
North Lincolnshire Council a list of suggested sites where wildflowers 
could be planted around the town. One site has been approved, and it is 
planned to seed the grass verge on Butts Road outside the cricket ground 
this spring. Residents in the area have been consulted, and most were 
supportive. Some volunteered to help look after the flowers when they 
grow. 

The next step will be to seek permission from the Highways Department, 
because verges are their responsibility. Research suggests that planting a 
metre from a busy road gives the flowers the best chance to survive. 
Adopting this approach would also allow sufficient space for pedestrians 
to use the area without fear of harming the planted area. Some sort of 
temporary demarcation may be needed until the flowers are established. 

It is proposed to invite families to help with the planting, provided a safe 
and Covid-secure method can be worked out to do this. 

 

A similar project is being worked up to fulfil the Town Council’s wish to 
plant more trees around town. A consultation last year produced 
suggestions from the public of possible sites, including one suggestion for 
a community orchard on Lapwing Way. There was general approval, with 
only a few caveats or objections. However, planting trees in verges is more 
difficult as their roots and their height can both cause problems, so more 
planning will be required. It will first be necessary to ascertain precise 
ownership of the land. Some families wished to be more involved, with a 
few wanting to adopt a tree. The views of residents on types of tree will 
also be taken into account. 

The work will be done in phases, for several reasons, but it is hoped to 
complete Phase 1 by mid-March. As in the wildflower scheme, it is also 
hoped that local families will be able to take part in the planting, provided 
a safe and Covid-secure method can be worked out. 
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While the Town Council would ask people not to pick the wildflowers, 
because they are intended to attract wildlife, the community orchard is 
intended to provide fruit for people in the immediate area. In fact, fruit 
from trees planted in the public verge is normally available for anyone to 
take, rather than leaving it to overripen and fall underfoot.  

[Jam-making instructions may be available later! – Ed] 

 

Something to puzzle over! 

Friday February 12th = the numerical palindrome of 12.02.2021! 

Sunday March 28th 2021 will be: 

1. Palm Sunday 

2. The start of British Summer Time 

3. A full moon 

4. The first day of Passover, which is also known as “Pesach” 

5. Madin Full Moon Poya, which in Sri Lanka marks the day Buddha 

returned to his father’s palace after his enlightenment. An interest-

ing parallel with Jesus’ arrival on Palm Sunday. 

 

Brian Robinson sparked off these facts, and he also sent musings on the 
pronunciation of the English language. What other language pronounces 
such different words in the same way? 

Ewe, you and yew. 

Pear, pair and pare. 

And then, of course, there are the differences: cough, tough, bough, 
sough. Can you think of more groups of words with the same or with 
different pronunciations? Could be some extension homework for the 
home schoolers!  
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Sweet and Sour Aubergines 

Based on the flavours of the Middle East (Persia), most English people will 
find this very familiar. It’s vegetarian, so useful if you’re giving up meat for 
Lent, and it uses fresh mint – ideal if yours is coming up in the garden. 
Hint: there’s a distinct resemblance to roast lamb and mint sauce! 

Serves 4 

2 large aubergines cut into 2cm cubes 
6 tbsp olive oil 
2-4 garlic cloves, crushed (adjust to taste) 
1 onion  
1 tin chopped tomatoes 
3 tbsp chopped mint 
150 ml / ¼ pint / 2/3 cup vegetable stock 
4 – 6 tbsp cooked red lentils 
4 tsp brown sugar 
2 tbsp red wine vinegar 
1 tsp chilli flakes (adjust to taste – a little adds a “sparkle” to the dish, but 
you could make it hotter) 
salt and pepper 
fresh mint sprigs, to garnish 

Chop the onion and 2-3 cloves garlic and sauté gently until the onion 
begins to soften. Add the cubed aubergine and fry until it begins to brown. 
Add the tomatoes, lentils, sugar, vinegar, chilli flakes and mint, then add 
enough stock to make a sloppy sauce. Simmer the whole gently until the 
vegetables are cooked. Garnish and serve with potatoes or brown rice. 

Apple mint gives a really good flavour, and add as much as you like if 
you’re a mint addict. There’s no such thing as too much mint. 

If you really don’t like aubergines, the sauce will work on any other 
vegetable, but you may need to adjust the cooking time. 

 

 


