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If you’re reading this in a waiting room, or had it passed 
on by a friend, you might like to know that you can pick up 
a copy of your own from the table at the back of the 
church for a very small charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to someone else who 
might enjoy it!   
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CLERGY     (code 01652) 
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   07538 988 944 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
may also be contacted via the Vicarage.  
Peter Large (Diocesan Reader)  58 Horkstow Road   634572 
Sue Brennan (Diocesan Reader)  23 Finkle Lane   637580 
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Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk  661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb E: gplumb2000@aol.com  636445 
PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
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Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 
Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 
Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 
Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@mail.uk 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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On Being Miserable for God 

The bathroom scales were unambiguous in their accusation: over the course of 
what I thought had been a highly active Christmas break (43 miles fell-running, 
plus some vigorous potato-mashing) I had somehow managed to gain a kilogram 
(or in these post-European times, 2.2lb). It doesn't seem quite fair, but at least 
the deprivation and iron-ration hardships of Lent will put that right for me.... 

Except, of course, to treat Lent as an opportunity to be a sour-faced and 
unliveable-with witness to the Good News seems rather to lack something.  I've 
mentioned before the ordinand who gave up smoking for Lent and within two 
days had the whole college, staff and students, begging him to start again. 

Fr Gordon once pointed it out to me that a sneaky trick was worked on non-
linguists when St Jerome translated the Scriptures into Latin, the common 
language of much of the Roman Empire. He took the Greek 'metanoiete' which 
translates as 'Transform the way you look at things' and rendered it as 'Do 
penance' ¬ which is rather different. One is about turning around, altering 
direction, the other about showing how sorry you are. The two are linked, of 
course they are – but it is the change of mind-set which comes first.  

Robert Herrick's poem 'To Keep A True Lent' (printed in the Lent service books) 
hits the mark when he asks ' 

Is it to fast an hour,  
             Or ragg’d to go,  
                            Or show  
A downcast look and sour?' 

Clearly he didn't think so, and yet the tradition of 'giving up for Lent' smacks 
more of 'doing penance' than of 'change of mind-set'. Yes, anciently Lent could 
be the last leg of a (healthily) sorrowful preparation for being readmitted to 
Communion for those who'd gone badly adrift, but it was first and foremost the 
time when those to be baptised at Easter would concentrate on what they were 
about to commit to, a time for simplicity and concentrating on the task in hand. 
A time, if you like, not of gloom but of solemn joy and anticipation. 

There's no shortage of ways in which we can engage joyfully with Lent, re-tuning 
our attitudes to God, to one another and to the planet. We might even try doing 
a bit extra as a sign of the mess we may feel we have made of things in times 
past. Suggestions are plentiful, online, in Church, in the News, all over the place. 
We might choose to cut back on something to make a positive difference to 
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someone else somewhere else. But never, please, become Miserable for God – 
it's hardly a good advert for the Good News, and usually only succeeds in 
blighting the lives of those we live with, for cocoa beans are not of themselves 
evil. 'From sour-faced saints,' observed the great Teresa of Avila, 'good Lord, 
deliver us.' 

It looks like I can't dress up losing those extra pounds as 'being devout' after all.... 

Fr David  

Lent at St Mary's 

Well, having ensured that the 'Woe, woe, and thrice woe' take on Lent has been 
knocked firmly on the head, what suggestions can we make for observing the 
Holy Season if we're not of Puritan inclination? 

It's often put forward as a time to do more, but the reality of modern life which 
already forces difficult choices on us, between equally deserving options, 
perhaps the better understanding is to do differently, by, for example, 
substituting one sort of reading-matter for another, or one sort of pastime with 
something new, even challenging. Few are the people who need to do a 180° 
turn in their lives every year, and it's more about a little exploration of the areas 
we already inhabit. So... 

Lent Lunches. 

Most people have some sort of lunch – often snatched at the desk for those of us 
who are still wage-slaves. Let someone else do the cooking for a simple soup and 
bread lunch from 12-1 on the Wednesdays of Lent, starting on March 4th.  Not 
only is it more sociable, you can make a donation towards the work of Christian 
Aid, thereby satisfying both stomach and social conscience at the same time! 

Lunchtime conversations. 

Continuing the different-not-more theme, on three Saturdays in Lent the 
'lunchtime conversations' sessions will run 12-2 at the Vicarage – a simple lunch 
(veggie/vegan friendly) and a chance to discuss as fellow-disciples. 

March 14th — “All the kingdoms of the world.” the Temptation stories feature 
heavily at the beginning of Lent. What do we think they are trying to say about 
Jesus? What do we feel they might be saying to us? 
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March 21st — “Splendid failures.” It's fair to say that none of the (male) disciples 
come out of the Passion story exactly covered in glory. So why is Judas worse 
than Peter? Where do all the others skulk off to? Or is discipleship – including 
our own - less about taking the gates of heaven by storm than we might have 
been led to believe? 

March 28th — “A conjuring trick with bones.” It's probably the most notorious 
'thing they never said' of the 1980's, but the question of 'what happened on 
Easter Day?' is nevertheless an important one for a faith which proclaims Christ's 
resurrection. What's our take on it? Does 'spiritual' amount to 'not real'? Are we 
missing something? 

'We have a king who rides two donkeys' 

It's generally agreed that Matthew and Luke lean heavily on Mark's Gospel for 
their material, so when they do something different it's interesting to ask 'Why?' 
We may be able to run a group looking in detail at the bits in Matthew's Holy 
Week story which are at odds with Mark's – including the odd fact that Matthew 
puts Jesus riding two donkeys into Jerusalem, not one. If you'd like to be part of 
such a group, please sign up at the back. 

'Have mercy upon us miserable sinners.” 

Readers of a certain vintage may recall when Radio 3 regularly did the sung BCP 
litany on a Saturday night. On the Wednesdays of Lent (other than Ash 
Wednesday) at 11.30 there's the chance to take a little time in prayer before Lent 
Lunches using one of the Church's litanies, calling to mind the needs of others 
and our own calling as disciples. Quiet, measured and ideal for introverts.... 

Morning Prayer 

Morning prayer will be being said in Church one morning a week throughout 
Lent. Time and date has to be fitted around other use of St Mary's, but fuller 
details will appear on the notice sheet once those have been established. 

Anything else? 

There're loads more things which you might like to explore, from personal 
reading to new forms of prayer and so on. If you're still left looking for something 
to help mark the season, have a word with one of the clergy.  
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Lent Lunches 

St Mary’s annual contributions to Christian Aid come from our May 
Baptisms collections, the Harvest Supper and Auction, and from the Lent 
Lunches which will be starting soon on 4th March, 12noon to 1pm. We 
look forward to seeing you all again on as many Wednesdays as possible, 
the last one being on the 8th April, just before Easter. 

As usual we will be serving homemade soup with crusty bread and tea or 
coffee. There is no charge, only donations are requested and if you are a 
taxpayer and are happy to use the Gift Aid scheme, we have a simple form 
to complete (one for all donations is all that is required) 

We will be having a Bring and Buy sale each week, and if you are unable to 
join us, donations are very acceptable! If you would like to find out more 
about the work of Christian Aid, there is plenty of information on the 
internet. 

So, let’s see how much we can raise this year! 

Val Dukes 

 

World Day of Prayer 
A Women Led, Global, Ecumenical Movement 

Service at St Mary’s Church, Burgate, Barton, 2 pm, Fri 6 March 2020 

Material has been prepared this year by the Christians of Zimbabwe, 
South Africa. 

The theme is Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk. 

A mixture of prayers, readings, songs and scripture. 

Men, Women, girls & boys all welcome. 

Children’s worksheets for under 5s 

Service followed by refreshments. 

Collection for World Day of Prayer, grants made worldwide. 
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Lead theft in our diocese 

This may help to explain to anyone who is unaware why St Mary’s has such 
a huge need for funding at the moment. The building is not the actual 
church, but it does house the church in a really noticeable and beautiful 
way, so we need to keep it in good repair for future generations. 

The past 12 months have been a particularly difficult year for many of our 
parishes due to a significant rise in lead thefts. In total, 30 churches have 
been targeted, and despite the arrest of four suspects in December 2019 
the problem has not abated – within the first two weeks of the new year 
two further thefts had taken place.  

Lead theft is a devastating crime not only for the parish, but also for the 
wider community. The cost involved for the replacement of the lead using 
terne-coated stainless steel – a far less attractive material for metal 
thieves – can be considerable. Most insurers will cover the cost of a 
replacement roof if the church is alarmed, has SmartWater and all of the 
appropriate signage. Where a church doesn’t have an alarm, but has the 
other precautions it is likely the pay-out will be capped at around £7500. 
With the latter the net result is that parishes have to find the repair and 
reinstatement costs from a combination of church funds and charitable 
grant givers. 

On average the replacement of an aisle roof can cost in the region of 
£30,000, and a nave roof, with more scaffolding involved, can be as much 
as £70–80,000. Therefore, it is in everybody’s interests to try and minimise 
the risk of lead theft from a church. With this in mind, and if there is lead 
at your church, here is some advice: 

• Make sure that where you already have SmartWater or similar it is 
up to date, registered and the appropriate signage has been 
installed. 

• If you have an alarm ensure it is checked regularly and serviced as 
required.  

• Be on the alert for suspicious activity around the church and ask 
parishioners who live close to the church to be especially vigilant. 



8 

 

Any suspicious activity can be reported using the police 101 number, 
and if you think a crime is in progress then ring 999. 

Further advice about lead theft can be found on the diocesan website, 
where there is also advice on what to do if the worst happens and who to 
contact in the diocesan Church Buildings department if it does. 

Matthew Godfrey 
Historic Churches Support Officer, Diocese of Lincoln 
www.lincoln.anglican.org/church-buildings 
www.lincoln.anglican.org/News/protecting-against-lead-theft 
 

March Diary 

Sunday 1st March - Lent 1 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00pm  Choral Evensong 

 

Mon 2nd 9.00 am Chad Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Tues 3rd  1.30 pm  Shoebox working party (Hall) 

 7.00 pm  Deanery Synod (Kirton) 

Wed 4th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU 
Corporate) 

 10.30 am-11.30 
am 

 St. Peter’s School in church 

 11.30 am  Litany for Lent 

 12noon – 1.00 pm  Lent Lunch 

 1.00 pm  Baysgarth School in church 

 2.00 pm  Service at Beech House 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group Meeting 

Thurs 5th  2.00 pm  Service at Eagle House 

Fri 6th 9.00 am  Morning Prayer for Lent 

 2.00 pm  (Women’s) World Day of 
Prayer 

 6.00 pm  Prayers before the Blessed 
Sacrament 
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Sat 7th    11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 12noon  Lenten conversation 
(Vicarage) 

 

Sunday 8th March - Lent 2 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 4.00 pm  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 9th    9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 10.00 am  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

Tues 10th  12 noo  Advent Prayers (St. Mary’s) 

 3.00 pm  Carols at Eagle House 

Wed 11th      9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 11.30 am  Litany for Lent 

 12noon – 1.00 pm  Lent Lunch 

 2.00 pm  Service at Westbridge House 

 7.00 pm   Ladies’ group choir 

Fri 13th  9.00 am  Morning Prayer for Lent 

Sat 14th 11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 12noon  Lenten conversation 
(Vicarage) 

 

Sunday 15th March - Lent 3 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 4.00 pm  Confirmation (Barnetby) 

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 

 

Mon 16th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Home Communions this week 

Tues 17th 7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

Wed 18th   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 11.30 am  Litany for Lent 

 12noon – 1.00 pm  Lent Lunch 

 2.00 pm  Mothers’ Union meeting 

  7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group meeting 

Thurs 19th  9.00 am Joseph of 
Nazareth 

Said Eucharist 

Fri 20th    9.00 am  Morning Prayer for Lent 
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Parish News Deadline 

Sat 21st     10.30 am  Said Eucharist 

 11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 6.30 pm  “Raise the Roof” concert 

 

Sunday 22nd March - Lent 4, Mothering Sunday 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist with hymns 

 

Mon 23rd  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Wed 25th             9.30 am Annunciation Said Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Litany for Lent 

 12noon – 1.00 pm  Lent Lunch 

Fri 27th  9.00 am  Morning Prayer for Lent 

Sat 28th  11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 12noon  Lenten conversation 
(Vicarage) 

 

Sunday 29th March - Lent 5 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 30th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Tues 31st  7.00 pm  Eucharist and APCM 

 

From the Registers 

Baptisms:- 

Feb 23rd Eliza Annie MOBBS, daughter of Heidi Louise & Christopher MOBBS 

Marriages: -   None in February 

Funerals:- 

Feb 13th Denis COX 

Feb 20th Ivy GREEN 
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Church flowers 

A donation for Church flowers has been received in loving 
memory of:- 

Ethel Stockdale 

George Stockdale 

 

 

MEMORY 

Dear face that mirrors love serene, 
In which a thousand stars are caught. 
Other faces:- 
Just lifeless masks. 
 
Eyes that glow and melt in tenderness 
Become diamonds glittering in joy. 
Other faces:- 
Reflect lamps unlit. 
 
Soft cheeks mould to gentle touch 
Glowing with life in bright morning air. 
Other faces:- 
Pale comparisons. 
 
Voice chiming like the bells of heaven 
Raises my soul to rapturous heights. 
Other voices:- 
Toneless functions. 
 
Memory serves to hold the vision 
O’er the span of weary days. 

Dennis Cowe 
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St Mary’s Ladies Group 

 

Zoe Leetham, who gave a talk to St. Mary's Ladies Group on Reflexology.  

 

Krystyna Newman, who came to talk to St. Mary's Ladies' Group about her 
son's Indian wedding. 
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The speaker for the meeting on the 22nd January, David Fewster, unfortu-
nately had to cancel so Zoe Leetham very kindly stepped in at the last mi-
nute to talk about Reflexology. 
Zoe trained and worked as a nurse for 15 years but had always been 
interested in reflexology since before her children were born and it was 
basically her son's illnesses with chest infections and repeated anti-biotics 
that she turned to reflexology and with regular treatments he gradually 
improved and is very well now. 

She decided to give up nursing and train as a reflexologist at Lincoln's 
Grossteste University then setting up her own business Heart and Sole 
Reflexology clinic in Barton Market Place.  

Zoe treats many problems including pregnant women with various aches 
and pains and swollen legs, also ladies who are trying to get pregnant, 
with some good results. Endometriosis, stress and anxiety, sinusitis and 
many other problems. She also runs baby and toddler reflexology classes. 

Recently she has completed a zone facelift course which can help with fine 
lines and wrinkles, to which our ears pricked up! 

Zoe was thanked very much for her interesting talk. 

MEETING 5th FEBRUARY, 2020 

Jill Frazer and Pauline Chapman opened the meeting with details of The 
Afternoon Tea and Film at The Ropewalk on Wednesday 19th February, 
2020 at 5pm. 

Members were given details of the Coffee Morning in February, which the 
Ladies Group were organizing for St Mary’s Church Roof Fund. 

Sue Wright has asked for any unwanted Bras for Oxfam. 

Our Speaker for the evening was Krystyna Newman her subject was an 
Indian Wedding. This was a fascinating account of her Son’s wedding to an 
Indian Lady. Krystyna dressed in one of the Saris she wore for the wedding 
and brought another beautiful one that she also wore. The wedding was 
in two parts, one civil and one ceremonial, with both the Groom’s and 
Bride’s family taking part in various ceremonial and religious rituals, with 
gifts being given. The Brahma was in charge of the Religious part of the 
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ceremony. It was a fascinating insight to a Hindu Wedding. 

COFFEE MORNING, SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY, 2020 

St Mary’s Ladies Group organized a coffee morning on 8th February, 2020.  
St Marys Hall looked lovely with all the various stalls, Cakes, Jewellery, 
Jigsaws, Raffle, Scarves and Books. All tables were laid out for coffee and 
teas with lovely flowers on all the tables. It was a very busy morning with 
lots of visitors including North Lincolnshire Mayor Jonathan Evison. 

Thanks to the committee and members of St Mary’s Ladies’ Group, who 
were very generous with all their donations, time and hard work.  

The amount raised at the coffee morning has increased with some extra 
donations to approximately £740 for the Church Roof Fund, which is 
amazing so we would like to thank everyone who donated, helped, at-
tended and supported us, it was very much appreciated. 

Pauline Chapman and Jill Fraser  
Joint leaders 

 
North Lincolnshire Mayor, Jonathan Evison enjoying St. Mary's Ladies 

Group coffee morning. 
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Get Carter 50th / Ted Lewis’ 80th Anniversary 
celebrations 

Ted Lewis, who grew up in Barton, was an author, jazz pianist and graphic 
artist, and this year sees the 50th anniversary of the film of Get Carter, 
which was based on one of Ted’s books, as well as being Ted’s own 80th 
birthday year. Sadly, Ted died some time ago and can’t join in the party, 
but the Ted Lewis Group is celebrating for him. 

A programme of events will take place throughout the year, with 2nd – 29th 
March seeing a free Exhibition at North Lincolnshire Central Library, 
Scunthorpe, 9 am to 4 pm Monday to Saturday. 

 

Sun 28th 

June 

Jazz Concert, Snake Davis and Steve 

Walker Band, Joseph Wright Concert 

Hall, Queen Street, Barton 7.30 pm 

£15. (£17 on the door. Part of Barton 

Arts Festival.) Tickets on Sale May 2020) and on 

WeGotTickets and Barton Arts at the Ropewalk 

5th to 26th 

Sept 

Exhibition at Joseph Wright Community Hall 10am 

to 4 pm Thursdays to Sundays (Part of National 

Heritage Week). FREE 

Thur. 5th 

Sept 

Dinner at The George Inn, Barton, 7pm for 7,30 

£15.Tickets available from June 2020 on 

WeGotTickets 

Sun 27th 

Sept 

Presentation at Joseph Wright Hall 

1030am to 1130am £5 

Followed by conducted NEW Barton 

Ted Lewis Trail 11.30am to 1 pm. £5. 

If both purchased together £8. Tickets on sale from 

June 2020 on WeGotTickets. 

Help support Ted Lewis Group’s programme to make Barton the focus of 
our National Programme www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/getcarter 

   



17 

 

Quiz 

Each line below consists of initial letters of words, and numbers. 
Example:- 7 D in a W /  Answer:- 7 days in a week.  OK – Off you go, then! 

1. 20000 L U the S 

2. 180 M S at D 

3. 168 H in a W 

4. 54 C in a P of P C 

5. 360 D in a C 

6. 2468 W D W A 

7. 3 C in the F 

8. 24 C means P G 

9. 29028 H of E in F 

10. 147 M S at S 

11. A the W in 80 D 

12. 10 G B H on the W 

13. 2 L B E 

14. 200 P for P G in M 

15. 225 S on a S B 

16. 3 B M (S H T R) 

17. 15 M on the D M C 

18. 93 M M to the S 

19. 12 D of C 

20. 3 S to H 

21. 212 D F is the B P of W 

22. 270 T S in L 

23. A w h 3 b i a b 

24. 1 F in the G 

25. Y h 3 r  

  If you get stuck, the answers are on page 23. 

Thought for the 
Day 

A positive attitude 
may not solve all your 
problems, but it will 
annoy enough people 
to make it worth the 
effort. 
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Barton Civic Society 

Our 2020 programme commenced in February with a fascinating talk by 
Paul Mann who traced the development of the English manorial system 
and styles of land ownership. 

Our next talk is on Friday 20 March at 7.30pm at the Wilderspin National 
School Museum in the Joseph Wright Hall (ground floor) when Gordon Kell 
of the Humber Nature Partnership will be focussing on the Humber 
Estuary, one of the most important estuaries in Europe for wildlife.  
Gordon’s talk is called Wildlife & Wetland and he’ll be describing the 
wonders of this internationally important wetland habitat, and the work 
of managing this European Marine Site, designated as a Special Area of 
Conservation and a Special Protection Area.  Admission is free for 
members, and just £2 for non-members. 

Safeguarding Barton's Heritage – 

Influencing its Future 

 

Croft & Pearce at Ropery Hall 

BBC Radio 4 listeners may well have come across Hannah Croft and Fiona 
Pearce who are appearing at Ropery Hall towards the end of March with 
their brand new show, Double Take. 

A BBC Next Big Thing act, they are award-winning British comedy 
writer/performers who as well as starring in their own BBC Radio 4 
comedy series The Croft & Pearce Show, have written seven live sketch 
shows, completed three national tours and performed to sold-out 
audiences in London, Edinburgh Fringe and around the UK. 

Having taken time off to produce their most labour-intensive work to date 
(their first babies, born a week apart), Croft & Pearce return with a hugely 
successful brand new sketch-based tale, featuring some of their star 
characters, such as June and Jean, alongside an exciting cocktail of brand 
new creations. 
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Hannah and Fiona met at school, followed each other to Oxford 
University, then both trained for three years at drama school.  Their BBC 
Radio 4 'Sketchorama’ episode resulted in a nomination for Best Scripted 
Comedy at the BBC Audio Drama Awards 2015 that led to the commission 
of their first solo sketch show for BBC Radio 4, ‘The Croft & Pearce Show’. 
In addition to their own live shows and Radio 4 series, they have written 
for Tracey Breaks The News(BBC1), Numtums (CBeebies), and The Mash 
Report (BBC2). 

Croft & Pearce will be on stage on Friday, March 20, at 8pm.  Tickets cost 
£12 in advance or £14 on the door. 

 

Fascinating snapshot of Barton in 1957 

This new publication, now available in the Craft Gallery at The Ropewalk, 
is a facsimile of a booklet produced by the Barton Upon Humber South 
Townswomen’s Guild in 1957. The original, found in a second hand 
bookshop by Nigel Land and painstakingly reproduced by him, has been 
produced by Barton Civic Society, and is a survey of the town at a point in 
time, which, for readers today, provides a fascinating snapshot of life in 
Barton over sixty years ago. 

The publication covers the history of Barton and an interesting snap shot 
of our town in that year. The South Guild, one of two in the town, was 
formed in post-war Barton following the success of the first 
Townswomen's Guild in 1942. The South Guild closed in 1999 and the 
original Guild closed in 2003.  The booklet is now on sale at Barton Civic 
Society talks and The Ropewalk priced £5. 
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“Pauper Funerals” 

One of two issues* not about personal relationships to come out of the C of E's  
General Synod meeting in February was a debate about so-called 'Pauper 
Funeral' or 'Public Health funerals,' that is, funerals for those who either have 
neither relatives nor savings to cover a 'normal' funeral, or whose family is 
unable to come up with the money to give them a decent (ie respectful) send-off. 
We're urging the government (and others, including ourselves) to come up with 
ways of ending funeral poverty and the 'pauper funeral' — but what do they 
amount to?  

Research by the insurers 'Royal London' found that such funerals have increased 
in number by 70% over the last five years, but that there were huge gaps in 
provision and quality of service between local authorities. A confusing and 
cumbersome system led to families using loan sharks to avoid the indignities 
which some councils visit on the bereaved.... 

The findings make unpleasant reading.  

“There are currently no rules or regulations which set out what should and 
shouldn’t be provided by local councils as part of a public health funeral. It is for 
each and every council to decide and our research reveals that there is a postcode 
lottery, as the provision is very different dependent on where you live,”  
and quote the Quaker-based Down to Earth group:  

“The government urgently needs to set minimum standards for public health 
funerals. Varied criteria can see you sent away to apply to charities before 
returning, which can take months and not cover the full cost, or potential 
eligibility for the DWP Funeral Expenses Payment can mean rejection, despite not 
being able to afford the shortfall.... While some councils do employ good practice, 
too many are imposing harsh restrictions in a bid to ‘put off’ families from having 
one. The bereaved should not have to experience hostile gatekeeping just to see 
their family/friends laid to rest.” 

At least the most breath-takingly harsh sanction of all, of not permitting anyone 
to attend such a funeral (apparently because there will be no service to attend — 
presumably the dead person is treated in much the same way as clinical waste 
and incinerated without ceremony) comes no closer than Hambleton 
(Northallerton and Thirsk)., but two Lincolnshire councils – East Lindsey and 
South Kesteven – do not allow the ashes from a Public Health funeral to be 
returned to friends or relatives, and our own North Lincs makes a charge.  
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On the walls of Pickering parish church are some wall-paintings of the 'Works of 
corporal mercy’ - that is, the basic moral duties laid upon all people – clothing 
the naked, feeding the hungry, tending the sick. Among them is 'burying the 
dead.'  

It won't do much for the diocesan deficit reduction taskforce, nor is it likely to 
bring people flocking into church. But an act of standing as advocates for people 
at this most vulnerable time and of affirming the dignity of all as children of God 
seems to be honouring our calling – and the wall paintings of Pickering which, 
ironically, is in Ryedale, next door local authority to Northallerton's. 

 

 

 

Wordsearch 

 

 

  
L E N T E C X P G L 

S L O M C R Y R O M 

Z P O B N O B E O T 

A R V G A S Q P D C 

A U M J N S W A F E 

I P F H E I W R R L 

V C O R P L T E I F 

S H R I V E N S D E 

K P T D A Y S Q A R 

R E Y A R P U I Y F 

The Wordsearch is 
based on Lent. No 
clues to the words 
– see how many 
you can find. 

 

Puzzle answers on 
page 23. 
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Wilderspin School Museum 

Spring sees the start of our 2020 season when our opening times resume 
on Thursdays – Fridays between 10am and 4pm from 5 March.  Our Chatty 
Café continues at weekends in the Old School Canteen with special things 
to talk about and share with other visitors over coffee and cake. 

We’ve two great events in March to get the new season underway.  Our 
second Steampunk Festival is on Sunday 15 March between 10am and 
4pm.  Hull Steampunk Rebels are planning an even better show this year 
with Steampunk makers and traders of costume, gadgets and jewellery.  
There’s Steampunk board games and shows of parasol duelling and 
combat waltzing!  You can bring your own vehicle for the Tea Pot Racer 
Grand Prix or clothes, while hats and accessories you've made from 
repurposed materials can be entered in the Upcycle Fashion Show. 

Whether you're a seasoned Steampunk enthusiast or just Steampunk 
curious - come along and see what it's all about - we'll have plenty of 
seating for you to sit and watch the show.  Refreshments will be on sale 
throughout the day in the Old School Canteen. And admission is free! 

You’ll have seen the spectacular show window displays around town to 
know that Friends at Barton are back at the Joseph Wright Hall with a 
fabulous interpretation of the family classic, Alice in Wonderland written 
and directed by Paul Tate.  Shows are on Friday 27, Saturday 28 & Sunday 
29 March.  The times are 7.30pm (Friday), 2.30pm & 7.30pm (Saturday), 
and 2.30pm only on the Sunday, and all tickets are just £5.  You can get 
them from the Wilderspin School Museum Thursdays – Sundays or give us 
a ring on (01652) 635172. 

 



23 

 

Puzzle answers 

1. 20000 Leagues under the sea 

2. 180 – maximum score at darts 

3. 168 hours in a week 

4. 54 cards in a pack of playing cards 

5. 360 degrees in a circle 

6. 2,4,6,8, who (whom?) do we appreciate! 

7. 3 coins in the fountain 

8. 24 carats means pure gold 

9. 29028 height of Everest in feet 

10. 147 maximum score at snooker 

11. Around the world in 80 days 

12. 10 green bottles hanging on a wall 

13. 2 lovely black eyes 

14. £200 for passing GO in Monopoly 

15. 225 squares on a scrabble board 

16. 3 blind mice (see how they run) 

17. 15 men on the dead man’s chest 

18. 93 million miles to the sun 

19. 12 days of Christmas 

20. 3 steps to heaven 

21. 212 degrees Fahrenheit is the boiling point of water 

22. 270 tube stations in London 

23. A waltz has 3 beats in a bar 

24. 1 foot in the grave 

25. Yorkshire has 3 ridings 

 
Wordsearch: LENT, PURPLE, FASTING, SHRIVEN, FORTY, DAYS, 
GOODFRIDAY, PRAYER, PENANCE, PREPARE, REFLECT, ROME, CROSS 



24 

 

Quotes for Life 

The optimist proclaims that we live in the best of all possible worlds, and 
the pessimist fears this is true. -James Branch Cabell 

To love oneself is the beginning of a lifelong romance. – Oscar Wilde 

Middle age is when you’re sitting at home on Saturday night and the 
telephone rings and you anxiously hope it isn’t for you! – Ogden Nash 

 

From “A Laugh in Every Pocket” by Tony Blackburn: 

Samson would have made a good actor. He’d have brought the house 
down. 

Would an acrobat in love fall head over heels? 

Definition of a taxpayer – the cross section of the British public. 

If magicians don’t feel very well, do they have to go away for a spell? 

Definition of a clerical error – a vicar putting his collar on back to front. 

 

 

 


