
1 

 

Contents 

A Massive Coincidence 15 

Answers to Puzzle Questions 16 

Bishop Borgia's Cookery Corner 14 

Dingbats 15 

From the Registers 13 

Help through the Ropewalk 6 

Letters to the Editor 5 

Looking to the future 11 

One-liners 16 

Ordinary Time? 3 

Parish Contacts 2 

Quiz 4 

Sonnet to my Wife 13 

The Most Poignant 15 Minutes 12 

Traidcraft Exchange 9 

V E Day 2020 7 

'What light through yonder window breaks?' 12 

 

Emoji are small diagrams used in electronic messages and 
web pages to better convey what the writer is feeling. They 
are often copyright to the program in which they are used, 
but those used here are copyright-free from Openmoji: 
https://emojipedia.org/openmoji/ 

 

Thought for the month 

“Today, give yourself permission to be outrageously kind, irrationally 
warm, improbably generous. I promise it will be a blast.” – Sasha Dicter 
  

https://emojipedia.org/openmoji/
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St Mary’s Barton: PARISH CONTACTS 
CLERGY     (code 01652) 
The Revd. David Rowett The Vicarage, Beck Hill   632202 
The Revd. Alan Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
The Revd. Liz Brown 21 Ferriby Road   634855 
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   07538 988 944 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
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Geoffrey Brown 21 Ferriby Road  634855 
PCC Treasurer: Alan Mabbott 63 Westfield Road  633745 
Electoral Roll: Sue Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
Organist & Choirmaster: Geoffrey Brown   634855 
Magazine Advertising: Mike Searle  62 Ferriby Road  634556 
Memorial Book: Amy DuBois 95 Newport  660776 
Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk  661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb E: gplumb2000@aol.com  636445 
PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Home Communions: 
Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 
Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 
Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 
Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@mail.uk 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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Ordinary Time? 

It's one of those little twists of coincidence that June 1st, Magazine 
Publication Day, also marks the resumption of 'Ordinary Time' in the 
church year.  

Would that we could look forward to us being back in Ordinary Time in the 
wider sense at any point in the next few months.... 

It struck home when, back in Church the other day (now I'm allowed!) I 
realised we still had all the Lenten hangings and so on. From Mothering 
Sunday onwards, the most un-ordinary hole opened up in the Church's 
marking of the year. Seeing the old place frozen in time as it were was 
unsettling. Forget the celebrations of Ascension Day, Whitsun and Trinity 
Sunday - I hauled off the purple and replaced it with the green of Ordinary 
Sundays of the Year, and wondered what sort of Ordinary it would be. 

Not Very, I concluded. 

I wrote last month about what sort of world we hoped for once we've 
either tamed the virus or learned to live with it. Out for a run shortly after 
lock-down was eased a bit, the amount of freshly abandoned fast food 
packaging I saw announced that for some folk it's already 'business as 
usual.' We shall see over the coming months and years just how much, if 
anything, we've learned as a species. 

This time, a different take.  We know already that there are mental health 
issues surfacing. Unemployment and all the stress it brings is almost 
certain to rise. People are suppressing grief and loss as they bid farewell to 
loved ones without the usual supports and landmarks of 'normal time' 
grieving. Self-confidence has taken a knock, too, for we who thought we 
were invincible now know how society can come crashing down in a 
matter of weeks. And we ourselves are, of course, caught up in that 
uncertainty and anxiety. But we’re called to be more than just generators 
of worry and hoarders of nameless fears. 

On April 12 627, Easter Day that year as it was this, King Edwin of 
Northumbria embraced Christianity and was baptised, after hearing the 
famous story of the sparrow flying through the hall, (probably at 
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Goodmanham or Londesborough, just the other side of the river). Edwin's 
conversion arose out of him hearing a story of hope for the future, that 
the storms outside didn't get it all their own way. 

Emerging from the strangest Eastertide in centuries, what do we make of 
Easter's themes of new beginnings, of light out of darkness, of reversing 
the flow of suffering and sadness? What is our Good News to an anxious 
world? Where have we seen God at work these last few weeks? We who 
worship a God who brings hope to the lost, what hope have we glimpsed, 
to show to others? In short, what might it mean for us, the Easter People, 
to be signs of hope in the Extraordinary Time of a post-pandemic world? 

Fr David 

 

Quiz 

Test your religious knowledge. Answers on page 16. 
 

1. Which book of the Bible is a collection of 150 songs and poems? 
2. John Sentamu took on which religious title in 2005? 
3. In which religion is Diwali, the Festival of Light, celebrated? 
4. Which saint is believed to have introduced Christianity in India? 
5. What is the name of the Mountain that Noah’s Ark rest on after the 

flood? 
6. What is the tower on top of a Muslim mosque called? 
7. What European city first heard Christian preaching? 
8. Who is the current Archbishop of Canterbury?  
9. Followers of which religion use prayer wheels? 
10. Which book of the Bible comes after Acts? 
11. Which movement within the Christian Church is working towards its 

eventual reunification? 
12. In the Jewish faith, what is the religious coming of age of a 13-year old 

boy called? 
13. In Genesis 6:14, what was Noah told, by God, to build? 
14. In what language did Jesus preach? 
15. Who was the only Englishman to become pope? 
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Letters to the Editor 

Thanks to the letter below, there will be a new feature – if you write in for 
it – of letters from readers of St Mary’s Church magazine. Please try to 
keep your letters relevant to the church, amusing or interesting. However, 
it will help them to fit in if you keep to two or three paragraphs at most, 
and please no jargon, bad language or copyright articles (i.e. taken from 
other publications or signed as copyright by the author – usually pictures). 
Send as per the Contacts page. 

Don’t be embarrassed – pray for strength instead 
As always, for me one of the highlights in the Parish News is reading 
Father David’s leading article, not only for its eloquence but more 
importantly for being thought provoking. So it seems to me, especially 
now that home meetings are out, that the best place to respond with 
one’s provoked thoughts is in this magazine; such as a Discussion Forum, 
or Letters to the Editor perhaps. 

Now, either Father’s prongs don’t poke hard enough or perhaps we are, as 
Father put it, ‘ashamed’ of being religious. I suspect the latter and, after 
all, as youngsters we were taught to refrain from mentioning in polite 
conversation sex, politics and religion. The first two have become less 
taboo than they were, but any mention of religion still comes with a 
certain reticence - rather like requesting an East Midlands timetable at 
Transpennine’s booking office in Grimsby. And yet surely, discussing the 
purpose of life should be more interesting, gripping even, than which 
team has won a cup (albeit without a saucer) or who is eating spiders in 
the jungle. Do we see our religion as something cosy - a comfort zone - or 
like little children - lively and full of curiosity - or both? 

So here’s my humble bit commenting on Father’s key point in last month’s 
News about our need to think differently. I have always been puzzled by 
some people’s tendency to question why God allows disasters and 
suffering. After all, what would be the point in giving us free will only to 
interfere whenever the going gets tough. Sure, when suffering becomes 
unbearable then a plea in His ear to ease up a bit is only natural. But 
aren’t we on this earth to learn and grow spiritually through the 
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challenges, however hard, presented to us? So more important than 
praying for relief (good though that may be), the way I see it, is to ask for 
strength and understanding of His plan and of our role in the greater 
scheme of things. 

It would be good to hear other readers’ points of view, or you might like to 
raise something you always wanted to know but were too afraid to ask, 
and you can always hide behind a pseudonym or the more prosaic ‘Name 
and address supplied’. So let’s have it, then, even something sensational 
perhaps, subject to Father’s blessing of course. 

Anthony Berridge 

Help through the Ropewalk 

Street volunteers are still being recruited to give support during the Covid-
19 pandemic.  Following an appeal that went to every household in the 
town residents have come forward to act as a point of contact to those 
who are self-isolating, living alone, or are struggling to get shopping, 
prescriptions etc. 

Many streets now have their own “street volunteer” who has provided 
contact details so those in need of help can contact them, if only for a 
chat, but there are still some streets who have no volunteer assigned to 
them. 

Meanwhile The Ropewalk’s Meals on Wheels continues every Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday providing a three-course meal free of charge although 
donations are more than welcome with the Monday shopping stopped at 
the end of May.   

If you would like to help out as a street volunteer or know of someone 
who is elderly, vulnerable or self-isolating and would benefit from the 
Meals on Wheels service then please email liz@the-ropewalk.co.uk or call 
01652 660380.. 

If a poison’s use-by date expires, is it more 

poisonous or is it no longer poisonous? 
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V E Day 2020 
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Two World Wars were 
fought for this. 

It is up to us now to look 
after it. 
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A couple of months ago I was in Mumbai, meeting with our India and 
Bangladesh teams to discuss Traidcraft Exchange’s plans for the future. We 
didn’t know then that the lives of billions of people were about to be 
turned upside down by the coronavirus. 

As CEO of Traidcraft Exchange, I wanted to write to you personally to share 
what life is like for the poor people we support in developing countries. 

For some communities we work with, the impact of the lockdown has 
been immediate and devastating. 

Migrant workers in Bangladesh and India have been left without work. Not 
registered for the government support available, and used to living hand 
to mouth, people are struggling to survive. Many are travelling hundreds 
of miles on foot trying to get back to their home villages. 

Our partners have been amazing in adapting our programmes to meet 
these challenges - running a helpline, linking people up with transport and 
local support services, and critically, providing food. 

Garment factory workers across Asia are also facing extreme hardship. 
Factories have been closing as orders dry up. Some have not even been 
paid for work they did back in March. That's why we're calling on UK 
clothing brands to honour their existing contracts and not to leave 
workers destitute.  

For others we work with, the impact is less immediate but equally 
serious. 

The crunch point for the farmers we support will come when they need to 
harvest their crops and sell their produce. Without access to transport and 
many markets closed, will they be able to do this? How will they navigate 
a completely new set of circumstances? As yet, we just don’t know. 
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We have never faced a pandemic of this magnitude before nor have we 
had to manage such unprecedented levels of uncertainty. At Traidcraft 
Exchange, we are focusing our resources on responding to the immediate 
needs of communities who are most vulnerable and most affected by this 
crisis. But we’re also turning our attention to how we can support people 
beyond survival - to recover and rebuild their businesses and livelihoods. 

We wouldn’t be able to react so quickly to help those in need without 
your continued support - thank you; it really is appreciated. 

But as we hope to return to some form of normality in coming months 
and years, this crisis has reminded us that a return to 'the way things 
were' is simply not good enough. 

The coronavirus is shining a spotlight on the huge inequalities and 
injustices that lie at the heart of our international trading system. People 
working at the bottom of global supply chains, have been living in extreme 
vulnerability and poverty for far too long. 

As we look to recover and rebuild for a different future, we are working 
hard to ensure that it is a better and fairer world that we create. 

At this difficult time, let me once again thank you, wholeheartedly, for 
joining us in this journey. 

 

 

 

Charlotte Timson 
Chief Executive Officer at Traidcraft Exchange 

 

Did everyone see the funny cartoon in the press at 

Easter, I forget where exactly, depicting the 

boulder rolled away from Jesus’s tomb? It showed 

two policemen in hot pursuit trying to issue a lock-down fine. 
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Looking to the future.... 

As I sit here at my desk wondering what rabbit the government/Lambeth 
Palace will pull out of the hat next, there are still persistent rumours about 
the next stage of easing the lockdown and whether the Churches will be 
included in beginning to open up our buildings. 

I'd bet a pint of milk to a crate of gin that things will have changed in 
unexpected ways by the time you read this, the time lag between copy 
date and distribution being the best part of a fortnight, but we're trying to 
get ahead of the game a little so that when any relaxation of the rules 
does take place we're able to respond quickly. 

Taking into account what's happening elsewhere, it's a safe bet that 
buildings will be allowed to open for private prayer well before worship 
can begin again, so: 

• we've put up notices and signs reminding people of the need to 
maintain social distancing and to cleanse their hands; 

• hand sanitiser stations will be in place; 
• aids to prayer will be single-use to minimise virus transmission; 
• 'suspect' surfaces (door handles, etc) will be cleaned regularly. 
When we are able to hold services again – perhaps beginning with small 
funeral services, but we really don't know – it's highly likely that social 
distancing will still be in force, and that only same-household groups will 
be able to sit together. We've had a good look at the building and 
assumed the current 2m guideline will still apply, so: 

• alternate rows have been taped off so they can't be used; 
• on each row, it's possible for just two people to fit, one at each end, 

and still maintain distancing. 
• Service materials will be either single use or ‘take home and use 

again next week' 
• Hand sanitisers will be available and people will be encouraged to 

use them before and after a service. 
• There'll be no after-service gathering until we're told it's safe to do 

so. 
There's plenty more for us to consider – for example we don't know what 
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will be said about singing (probably not before autumn is my guess), 
Communion (we have worked out the choreography for doing this safely 
once it's allowed) and since we can only fit about 20 folk in the nave at 2m 
apart there are some logistical issues to think about. However, we thought 
it a good idea to let you know that we're as prepared as we can be for 
when we can re-open. 

'What light through yonder window breaks?' 

Just to mention for anyone who didn't already know, 
we had 'visitors' just after VE day so keen to pay a 
call that they came in through the window above St 
Thomas Altar. No theft, and no internal damage, but 
it will be quite a job repairing the leaded lights. We 
thank those who've offered their sympathy from out 
in the community, especially those who've set about 

some extra fund-raising to help with the repair cost, and also Humberside 
Police who attended very quickly once we alerted them. 

The Most Poignant 15 Minutes 

Place A War Memorial in Scotland, complete with piper playing the 
bagpipes at the side of a country road, which a man and his wife 
were coming along. 

Date 8.5.2020 

Time 10.50am to 11.05am 

Details Just in front of the War Memorial, just on the road, there was a 
table on which there was a wreath. Walking up the road, there 
was the man and his wife; she was carrying flowers, which later 
she would lay at the War Memorial, after her husband had laid 
the wreath. Her husband was wearing a kilt, and he was 
wearing his medals. 

There is no prize for you when you identify the couple! 

D. B. Robinson 
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From the Registers 

Baptisms:- None in May 

Marriages:- None in May 

Funerals:- 

May 14th Lillian BRATTON 

 Rosalind ELLERBY 

 Kathleen WINDLE 

 

 

SONNET TO MY WIFE 

 
Thoughts of the girl I made part of my life 
The best thing I did, I took her for my wife. 
Complexion akin to primrose’s flower 
Fresh as mown grass after a shower. 
Fair as the Springtime with countenance bright 
Hair that was once brown-tinted and light 
Now flecked with grey in manner distinguished 
Flame of our love shall ne’er be extinguished. 
Steadfast and brave in the face of all sorrow: 
Cheerful with hope for a better tomorrow. 
Tender yet loyal on every occasion; 
Supports me like oak in our happy liaison, 
Two joined as one. What a heavenly wonder! 
Nothing but death shall part us asunder. 
 
Dennis Cowe 
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Bishop Borgia's Cookery Corner 

When Celtic Spirituality became 'the thing' back in the 90's, Bolsover 
diocese set up  the 'Wild Goat Community' although the Bishop was 
disappointed to learn that those wonderful Celtic words thrown 
untranslated into some of the songs were the Hebridean equivalent of the 
'Ho-hum-po and fargle' of many a Gloucestershire wassail.  

The Community spent much of that decade preparing for the solar eclipse. 
Bolsover being well north of the totality, Sister Leviathan offered her 
services to block out the sun during the celebrations, a task which she 
performed admirably. 

The good sister took on the job of Palace Vegetable Gardener a year ago: a 
surfeit of carrots was not only testimony to her skill but saved the Bishop a 
small fortune on his lighting bills. Carrot Mousse, Carrot à l'Irlandaise, 
Carrot Bonne Femme, Carrot Surprise (more like ‘shock') so often graced 
the table that soon everyone on the Bishop's Staff could see in the dark.  

By far her most popular creation, we offer you 

Carrot Cake. 
Grease and line the base of a 9” cake tin. Set the oven at 180C (fan 160), 
gas 4. 

Beat 4 eggs with 225g/8oz caster sugar until fluffy, then beat in 300 ml/ 
½pt sunflower/rapeseed oil. Fold in 4 or 5 finely grated medium carrots, 
followed by 300g/ 11oz plain flour sifted with 1tsp ground cinnamon, 1 
heaped tsp baking powder and same again of bicarb, plus ½ tsp salt. 
Finally stir in 150g/5oz chopped walnuts, pour into the pan and bake. 
Check it after 45 minutes, it's baked when a skewer comes out clean (I find 
in my oven that's about an hour). 

Cool the cake in the tin and make the icing by beating together 125g/4½oz 
softened, unsalted butter and 250g/9oz cream cheese, plus a little vanilla 
extract until it is smooth. Finally beat in 50g/2oz icing sugar and spread 
the icing over the top of the cooled cake. 

The Bishop finds this also goes very well with gin. 
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Dingbats 

Solve each Dingbat – it’s a clue to a familiar word or saying – and check 
your answers on page 16. 

 

A Massive Coincidence 

In one of his forty or so plays, Shakespeare has one of his characters 
saying “Beware the Ides of March”. Recent happenings give us cause to 
say “Beware of March 23rd”. That is the date which we will long 
remember, because that was the date when the Prime Minister started 
the present “Lock Down”, which meant that even in Holy Week and Easter 
Week the unbelievable would happen, and our churches would NOT be 
open. 

But before you start thinking words like “impossible” and “never before”, 
take note of that exact date of March 23rd. If you think thoughts like 
“Never before in all history”, then think again, because by unbelievable 
coincidence, March 23rd is the VERY date that our churches have once 
before been SHUT DOWN! 

Last time was in the year 1208, and the closure stayed in place for SIX 
YEARS! This happened because Pope Innocent III was in dispute with our 
King John, yes, the King who in 1215 signed The Magna Carta. 

D. B. Robinson 

Did you know that the only creature that does 

not go to heaven is the moth? For Christ said 

“Store your treasure not on earth but in heaven 

where no moth can destroy it”. 
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Answers to puzzle questions 

Dingbats: 
Six feet underground 
A backwards glance 
A tricycle 
Reading between the lines 
A crossroads. 
 

Quiz Answers 
1. Psalms 

2. Archbishop of York 

3. Hinduism 

4. Saint Thomas. 

5. Ararat. 

6. Minaret 

7. Philippi. 

8. Justin Welby 

9. Buddhism 

10. Romans. 

11. Ecumenical movement. 

12. Bar Mitzvah 

13. An Ark. 

14. The Aramaic language. 

15. Nicholas Breakspear, Pope  

Hadrian IV 

One-liners 

• Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the 

C? 

• Do twins ever realize that one of them is unplanned? 

• Why is the letter W, in English, called double U? 

Shouldn't it be called double V? 

• 100 years ago, everyone owned a horse and only the 

rich had cars. Today everyone has cars and only the rich 

own horses. 

• Every time you clean something, you just make 

something else dirty. 


