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Many are called…… 

I’m inspired (if that’s the right word!) to write 

this after talking about Matthias in a sermon 

last month. He was one of three apostles 

commemorated in May (Philip and James were 

the others); three more Barnabas, Peter and 

Paul) will be remembered in June. 

The Apostles were a small bunch – of men in 

those days; it may well have been different 

today. (Women of course played a very 

significant role in the ministry of Jesus, just not 

as official apostles.) Twelve in number, there 

were added to by Matthias after the demise of 

Judas. The first apostles were chosen directly by Jesus for their gifts (or lack of 

them) and not necessarily for their standing in the community – witness Matthew 

the tax collector. However, as we know, Matthias was chosen by casting lots. 

This makes someone else a loser. Who remembers who came second? Only the 

winner is feted; we don’t seem to want to be associated with the vanquished. I 

well remember in my primary school always being the last to be chosen for 

games’ teams – no one wanted a small, puny little boy who could barely kick a 

ball. Fortunately I knew I wasn’t very good, so I took up other activities like being 

a linesman, or scoring in cricket, so it didn’t disappoint me too much. Poor 

“Joseph called Barsabbas”, the loser in the apostle lottery, is never heard of again. 

Did he feel let down, rejected. He had obviously been a follower of Jesus Christ 

when Jesus was alive to be in the lottery in the first place. Did he still continue 

his allegiance or did he throw in the towel? We will never know, as he’s never 

mentioned again. We have to hope that he carried on his good work quietly 

behind the scenes. 

 But what of the “winner”? Presumably he undertook some of the “upfront” 

work of the apostles, spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. But again we will 

never know, as he’s also never mentioned again. Did he consider himself a 

“winner”? 

There are “winners” and “losers” in all walks of life today, but I’m sure it doesn’t 

matter to Jesus in which category we consider ourselves. Jesus loves us for who 

we are, not for what we are. After all, if Jesus loved only the winners, what would 

happen to the countless rest of us? Joseph called Barsabbas and Matthias were on 

the opposite sides of the lottery divide, but undoubtedly, they were equally loved 
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by Jesus, despite us not knowing what came next. 

….but few are chosen.  It’s how we react to not “being chosen” for a particular 

task that counts; do we sulk and take our bat home, or do we dust ourselves 

down and press onwards? 

Alan. 

 

Letter from the Bishop 

Dear Friends, 

On 8th June the RAF 100 baton relay enters the Diocese of Lincoln by crossing 

the Humber Bridge. During the month of June the relay will visit Scampton, 

Coningsby, Cranwell, Digby, Waddington and Lincoln Cathedral. It will visit 27 

Bomber Command airfields in the county and also the new International Bomber 

Command Centre and memorial.   

The length of time that the relay will spend in Lincolnshire indicates how 

important the RAF has been and is to our county and region.   

I am quite moved by the idea of the 

relay. It is to be run entirely by 

volunteers, all of whom have a 

connection to the RAF. This in itself 

will demonstrate how deeply the 

service has influenced the life and the 

landscape of Lincoln. Moreover, when I 

say ‘run’, actually the baton will also be 

carried for part of its journey on 

horseback, by boat and by parachute; ingenuity is to be involved. Finally, every 

baton carrier will have to complete their own challenge: they will be given just a 

start point and an end point for their leg, which means that they will have to 

work out the route for themselves as a piece of orienteering. 

Here is a participative, collaborative event, which also draws on individual energy, 

courage and ingenuity, all with a shared purpose: to give thanks for the 

contribution of the RAF to the protection of the nation and the pursuit of peace, 

and to root that work in the soil of the past so that it may continue to flourish 

whatever the future might bring. 

Society depends upon participation, collaboration and individual effort. In every 
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generation, people have to pick up the baton of the past and carry it through the 

present into the future. 

It is the same with faith: it is a great joy for the 

Christian to be given the flame of faith that has 

been tended by someone else, to allow that flame 

to burn in one’s own life, and through one’s life of 

faith perhaps to kindle new faith in others. 

In greater Lincolnshire we stand on the shoulders 

of generations of people who have prayed to God, 

cared for their neighbours and shared the story of 

Jesus with those who would follow in their 

footsteps. The baton of faith – the flame of faith – 

has been carried with care and love, ingenuity and 

effort, since the first missionaries came to this 

part of England many centuries ago. 

As during this month of June we may share in the 

RAF 100 relay, either as spectators or participants, I hope that what we witness 

in this event may also strengthen our life of faith, and encourage us as we each 

carry the baton and flame that every Christian was given when we were baptised. 

My prayers are with those who serve in the RAF today, those who have served in 

the RAF in the past, and with all who worship and serve in our congregations and 

parishes – thank you – and may you take heart from these words in the Letter to 

the Hebrews: 

‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand 

of the throne of God’. (12:1–2, NRSV) 

 

With every blessing, 

Bishop Nicholas 
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St Mary’s Ladies’ Group 

Helen from The Bodyshop came to our meeting to tell us about the company 

and demonstrate some of its products by making-up several members. She has 

worked for the company for 19 years and endorses their products.  

The company was started by Anita Roddick but has subsequently been sold on; 

nevertheless it keeps to its principles against animal testing and promoting 

Community Fairtrade. Episkin has been developed to test the cosmetics and a 

fair price is paid to suppliers plus some extra which is used for the communities. 

In India, over 20 years, a school, dentist's surgery and a doctor's have been built, 

whilst 300 girls are sponsored through school in Nepal.  The Foundation also 

supports charities such as Born Free and The Eden Project.  

In 2016 it supported bio-bridges, linking islands of rainforest in Vietnam so that 

animals can travel more easily and safely. In 2017 a pathway was opened for 

elephants and 2018 will see the planting of bamboo to help the endangered 

species of red pandas. Helen then demonstrated make-up for a natural look and 

answered members' questions. 

Gill Dear 

[See centre pages for photos] 

 
 

Wilderspin School Museum 

Our sincere apologies!  We thought it best to cancel our Quiz in May as we’d 

received only two team bookings in advance.  We held on to the very last in case 

there was a sudden rush – which there wasn’t - so we rang round, emailed, 

tweeted and FaceBooked to let as many people know as possible.  And then – 

there was a “rush”, but the question book was firmly closed – as were the gates!  

We always normally ask for teams to book in advance but this was inadvertently 

omitted from our poster so we are sorry if you had a wasted journey.  Our next 

quiz is on Friday 9th November – and it’s not too early to book. 

The Barton Arts festival is almost upon us and as part of the programme we have 

a Summer Fair on Saturday 23 June, between 11am – 4pm.  There will be crafts, 

plants, bric-a-brac and more, in the Joseph Wright Hall, and the Wilderspin 

Playground will be one of the Open Gardens on Saturday and Sunday between 

12pm and 4pm. 
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Humber to the Wash Open Art Exhibition  

at The Ropewalk 

This summer The Ropewalk is holding its biennial Open Exhibition, Humber to 

The Wash.  Opening on Saturday June 16 until Sunday September 2 the exhibition 

is open to any artist living in East Yorkshire, Hull, North Lincolnshire, North East 

Lincolnshire, Lincolnshire and Norfolk and in any medium. 

Selecting the works that will be included in the exhibition are artists George and 

Lucy Hainsworth and they will be presenting a selectors’ prize for their favourite 

exhibit of £400. 

The exhibition is being held in both the Artspace and Gallery One and as with all 

other exhibitions at The Ropewalk there is no charge for admission. 

Barton Arts Festival 

Barton Arts Festival this year runs from 20th June – 21st July. You can find out 

what’s on by visiting the website https://bartonarts.co.uk/, or The Ropewalk will 

have details. 

The Festival starts with Fathom Writers Showcase – excellent local authors 

reading some of their work. Attractions range from Trinity Methodist Flower 

Festival and Barton Open Gardens, through Clown in the Moon – a dramatic 

portrait of the life of Dylan Thomas; and Morgan & West with Magic for Kids and 

an evening show of Return of the Time-Travelling Magicians, to Kiki Dee & 

Carmelo Luggeri – An Acoustic Journey -  and Snake Davis & John Ellis. There is 

poetry, a Graham Saunders Lecture on Women in Music, and Maia performing 

music for older people in the community in St Mary’s Church Hall, which comes 

with refreshments! 

Then we can move on to comedy with Tom Binns, the Ladies of First Methodist 

Prattville Choir at Trinity Methodist Church, folk music with Martin McCarthy, 

The Pantaloons giving their own inimitable take on The Importance of Being 

Earnest, and Lindsey Chamber Orchestra in St Mary’s Church. 

Barton Arts moves from strength to strength, and if you haven’t booked tickets 

yet you will need to move quickly! Some of the acts are local enthusiastic 

amateurs, some are nationally-known professionals, but all will give great value 

for money.  

Support your local arts and have a fantastic time, safe in the knowledge that even 

if you go on your own, you will meet someone you know in the audience! 

https://bartonarts.co.uk/
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Food Bank News 

Some people say “Is there a need for a food bank in this town?” 

We have been operating for six years. This year 2018 we have already helped: 84 

adults and 45 children in January; 62 adults and 57 children in February; 89 adults 

and 75 children in March; 61 adults and16 children in April. So the answer to the 

question is “yes!”. There are many reasons why people need to use this facility 

and people are referred by different organisations.  

We have four different teams of volunteers working at the food bank to help us 

provide this service.  

Team 1 is in the warehouse, where donated food is stored and bagged up. There 

are four categories: single person, couple, family and large family.  

Team 2 is distribution, where the team meets the clients and help with their 

needs and worries. 

Team 3 is collections, they are the ones seen in Tesco, encouraging people to 

donate food. This operates twice a year. 

Team 4 is transport to deliver donated goods to the Salvation Army citadel and 

Trinity Methodist Church. 

If you would like to volunteer to help, particularly with distribution and collection 

days, please phone Sue 01652 660609 or Penny 01652 637745. 

 

Statements, allegedly written by children in a Catholic Elementary School in the 

US, in a test on the Bible. I’ve no idea whether they’re true, but they’re quite 

amusing. 

1. In the first book of the bible, guinessis. God got tired of creating the world so 

he took the sabbath off. 

2. Adam and eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was Joan of ark. 

Noah built and ark and the animals came on in pears. 

3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire during the night. 

4. The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had trouble with 

unsympathetic genitals. 

5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a jezebel like 

delilah. 
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Mothers Union, St Mary’s Branch 

Last month’s meeting on the 18th April all MU members had a Women’s 

fellowship celebration with Trinity Methodist Church. Ten members attended 

(total 18).  After an opening Hymn and some prayers, the speaker was Kate Marr 

and her talk about Angels. How many times in our lives will we experience 

fleeting instances of kindness from total strangers? It seems a universally 

recognised occurrence in life. Kate gave several examples of this type of 

encounter and ended her talk with the question: “Are WE prompted to be angels 

by God?”. Kate asked us to reflect on Hebrews 13 and reflect upon it in our own 

lives. 

This was followed by a wonderful afternoon tea and it was thoroughly enjoyed by 

everyone.  We would like to thank ALL of the Ladies at Trinity fellowship for their 

wonderful hospitality and fellowship.  Thanks for all your hard work and giving us 

a great afternoon meeting. 

On Wednesday 16th the afternoon meeting was attended by 9 members with 

apologies from Brenda Todd, Ann Chapman and Margaret Searle.  We began the 

meeting with a reflection about Elinor Cartwright, our Treasurer for 30 years, and 

how much she will be missed [see picture in centre pages].  We all agreed that 

Elinor was such a lovely Lady and an inspiration to us all – Elinor did not 

relinquish her post of Treasurer until the last possible moment in January, such 

was her dedication for her work with us.  Thanks to Alan and Sue for caring for 

Elinor and for finding such a lovely picture of her for us to use. 

Kevin, our secretary, then mentioned two venues for outings that are coming up 

and asked members to contact him if they were interested in going to: 1). The 

Glanford MU Festival at St Hugh’s, Brumby at 2pm on 6th June and 2) The 

Grimsby Triennial Celebration at Grimsby Minster at 2:30pm on July 4th.  He 

explained that the former was a basic meeting consisting of a service and 

refreshments for the cluster in this area and the latter a full celebration with 

banners in the final year of the Triennial celebrations. He asked members to get 

in touch so that he could arrange transport to either. 

Angela then said some prayers based on Peace followed by a reading by Kevin: 

Luke 10:23-37, The Good Samaritan, which was a good segue to pass on to 

Angela’s talk. 

Angela stepped in at short notice to give a talk on Street Pastoring [below]. The 

talk raised questions about our attitudes to our neighbours and community; it 

also raised questions about its validity as mission! I think that everyone by the 

end of it realised the importance of street pastoring as many people on the 
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streets became victims of circumstance and violence that they had no part in as 

they were just out for the evening. It was a very sobering (author’s pun: sorry) 

talk which allowed us to see the larger picture of the mission on our streets - 

not all of the people served were people that could be said to have brought it on 

to themselves and in addition, many of us thought about our own sons and 

daughters who through action and violence of others could lead them to the 

situation of needing help just by attending a venue at night.  It was also revealed 

to me, dear reader,  that my wife has decided Street Pastoring is worth joining 

and is signing up!! Thanks Angela! – we all laughed at this!  With that shock we 

ended with Val Dukes thanking Angela for her talk and we finished with the grace 

followed by refreshments.  A special thankyou to Hilary Thorpe for helping us 

with the refreshments (which she has undertaken for a very long time) – Thanks 

Hilary, it’s much appreciated. 

Kevin. 

Street Pastoring 

People ask, what is a street pastor?  Well, the generally accepted definition is a 

Christian adult with a concern for their community, who with training will 

voluntarily patrol streets of towns and cities at night helping and caring for 

people in practical ways to keep them safe. Street Pastoring started in 2003.  All 

volunteers are Christians and are now operating across the U.K.  

One unusually cold Saturday night in April I was invited to go out as an observer 

with a team of three Street Pastors. We all met up at 10.00 p.m. in a small room 

above a Christian charity shop. In all there were six of us including another 

observer from the Police Commissioner’s office, as well as a person who had to 

stay in the office manning the radio and getting CCTV information from the 

cameras on the streets.  This information was constantly relayed to the Street 

Pastors via radio ear pieces throughout their patrols. 

After checking the equipment in their back packs, we all had a few moments of 

shared prayer together, asking for God’s protection as we went out onto the 

streets that night. It was quite disconcerting walking through the quiet darkened 

building into the street not knowing what situations awaited us. 

The wave of throbbing music and cold air hit us as we stepped into the street; 

immediately the work started, picking up and clearing away glass bottles and 

broken glass, all potentially dangerous in the event of any disruptive situations.  As 

we walked together I discovered that the team were from a broad ecumenical 

base of churches comprising of Catholics, Baptists and Church of England 

members.  They had been pastoring together for several years, but were totally 
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united by the belief that the small tasks that they did together had a profound 

and sometimes life-changing effect on the people they encountered on their 

weekend nightly patrols.  A frequent comment was that they strive to look after 

the people with the same care and compassion as their own families. 

Turning the corner, we encountered a small man asking for help to find a taxi. He 

had no shoes and could not remember whether he had left home with any on. 

His face was beaming as he got into the taxi, waving frantically to us as it drove 

away.  Still on the subject of shoes, throughout the night numerous persons 

painfully hobbling along in platform and stiletto shoes gratefully accepted flip-

flops and wanted to pay for them.  They were quite taken aback when they were 

told, “there’s no charge.” 

Conversation with passing members of the public was an important part of 

pastoring: being there to listen without preaching or judgmental attitudes is an 

incredibly powerful tool of mission and the fruit it bears was so evident that 

night. People were walking up throughout the night, some expressing 

appreciation for help given, others just wanted to talk or were curious as to what 

we were doing and asked questions. 

At 1.00 a.m. we were all invited into a pub for tea and coffee. The manager gives 

hot drinks to the Pastors every week in recognition of the work they do. It was 

good to get out of the biting cold for a few minutes and relax. Then another call 

came over the radio: a woman had been knocked to the floor, an innocent 

bystander caught up in an altercation between two men. Everyone ran to the 

location. The scene was one of pain and raw emotion: the young woman lay ashen 

and whimpering between panicked gasps of breath whilst being held by her 

enraged screaming partner. Within moments we were joined by Nite Safe 

personnel and several Police Officers who surrounded and kept people away 

from the Street Pastors as they gave first aid and rang for an ambulance. In the 

midst of the screaming and shouting there was an awareness of being enveloped 

in a bubble of surreal calm, everyone working in synergy together. Grace can 

come in many forms but here there was no lightning bolt or brilliant light, just a 

dark calming serenity of knowing, that God in Christ was there squatting beside 

us in the darkness. 

The arrival of a first responder allowed us to move on and continue patrolling 

the streets. It was after 2.00a.m., and several clubs had shut so things were 

quietening down.  A young man approached us carrying a sleeping bag and warm 

clothing, looking for a homeless woman he had promised to help, but we hadn’t 

seen her.  He then pointed to a bag on the floor which he suspected was drugs. 
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The lead Pastor confirmed this and handed it in to a trusted proprietor who 

placed it in a drug safe to be handed over to the Police.         

By 3.45a.m. the streets were quiet. People had gone home or were inside the 

two clubs that would remain open till 6.00a.m. The Street Pastors waved to the 

cameras near their base to let them know they were finished for the night. I was 

told the night went well and was quieter than expected. 

Angela. 

 

Humber Bridge Cross 2018  

for CAFOD & CHRISTIAN AID 

We had an uplifting day on Saturday 12 May as hundreds of Christians walked 

together over and back on the Humber Bridge; to remember and raise money to 

help the millions of people in poverty, major difficulties or on the move fleeing 

war and persecution. 

Christian Aid and CAFOD, both registered charities, work on a vast variety of 

projects in the many places in the world where people suffer from the effects of 

War, persecution, national disasters, impacts of climate change and poverty. For 

more information see www.christianaid.org.uk and www.cafod.org.uk. 

Walkers came from Newark, Long Eaton, Nottingham, Boston, Middlesbrough, 

Hull, East Yorkshire, Cleethorpes, Northern Lincolnshire, Barton and elsewhere. 

Local members of Parliament, Martin Vickers and Emma Hardy also supported 

this event, walking from South and North bank respectively and sharing smiles 

and handshakes in the middle of the Bridge and then walking back to their own 

banks of the vast Humber Estuary. 

The Humber Bridge Cross this year also marked the regional launch of “Share 

the Journey”, in which Pope Francis has reminded us that “Christ asks us to 

welcome our brother and sister migrants and refugees with arms wide open”. 

This is a new global campaign to stand up for the rights of people on the move, 

petitioning world leaders to get better global compacts on migration and 

refugees. Catholics world-wide have been asked to go on extra walks whilst 

praying for millions of refugees and log these at cafod.org.uk/sharethejourney. 

[For photos, see centre pages.] 

Ursula Vickerton, Secretary of Barton Churches Together, 
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Helen from Bodyshop 
came to the Ladies’ Group 
and gave some of the 
Ladies a makeover. 
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Christian Aid and CAFOD 
staged a walk across the 
Humber Bridge and back. Spot 
Martin Vickers MP joining in to 
help raise the profile! 
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Beautiful red roses, in memory of Elinor 
Cartwright, which you may have seen in St Mary’s. 

Elinor Cartwright who 

died April 20th 2018 

aged 88 years. We will 

miss you. 
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FLOWER FESTIVAL 2018 
All Saints Church, Elsham   

Sunday 1st July 2018 
Church & Village  Hall open:  10.30am To 5.00pm 

 

 
 

Many villagers will not know that for many years prior to, during, and after the 1st 

World War our Village of Elsham held an Annual Flower Show which brought some 

six to seven thousand people to the Village from all over the Country.  Elsham was 

the place to be, and even when the start of WW1 synchronised with the opening 

of the 1914 Elsham Flower Show, it wasn't until after the show that Elsham people 

allowed the war to interfere with their normal routine. 

This year celebrates 100 years since the end of the  Great War, and the Church is 

going to bring a Flower Festival to the Church which will be organised by Mel 

Welton (one of our staunch supporters).  All proceeds will go to All Saints Church 

for its ongoing maintenance and upkeep.  The Theme of the Show will be PEACE.  

We would like to know if anyone in our local villages – or relatives or friends - 

may know of any information about the old Flower Show, as we intend to advertise 

extensively within the area to highlight our Festival and recognise Elsham’s past.  

We do realise that most of our villagers are not 100 years old, but there may be 

old records, or passed information. 

Also, we are asking whether anyone would be prepared to help with the cost of 

flowers.  The flowers will be prepared by professional florists, but of course, they 

cannot be expected to foot the bill for the flowers and greenery. 

It may be that each window could be sponsored – and if this could be done, this 

would also be a great help.  
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There will also be some Craft stalls in the Village Hall, and Coffee, Tea and Cake 

will be available to purchase on the day. 

If you are able to offer any suggestions, perhaps you can contact me (Dawn Enser) 

on 01652 688486, or call on me at 21 Church Street, Elsham.  Anything you can do, 

however small, would be really helpful. 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barton Civic Society 

Our next talk, Wildlife Close to Hand, is on Friday 15th June, and is about the 

crisis for wildlife.   

Nature reserves can only do so much.  The gardens of Britain could be a way of 

easing the pressures and helping by becoming nature friendly.  Proper planting 

and less use of chemicals will go a long way to promoting our wildlife heritage.   

Adrian White explores the wildlife that can be discovered in your own garden 

and what you can do to help nurture and encourage it.  It starts at 7.30pm in the 

ground floor Community Room at the Joseph Wright Hall on Queen Street.  

Non members £2. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYi963j8TaAhXB1RQKHSbtCTcQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://slideplayer.com/slide/4140041/&psig=AOvVaw3c5RBbbBX6xocmun1rDdLE&ust=1524151085467739
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June Diary Dates 

 

 

Fri 1st  9.00 am Visit of Mary 
to Elizabeth 

Said Eucharist 

 1.00 pm  Wedding 

 6.00 pm  Prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Sat 2nd  11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 3.00 pm  Launch of “Friends of St. Mary’s” 

 

Sun 3rd June Trinity 1  

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 

 

Mon 4th  9.30 am  Deanery Chapter (Wrawby) 

 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Tues 5th  1.30 pm  Shoe Box group (Hall) 

Wed 6th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU Corp.) 

 2.00 pm  Service at Beech House 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group AGM 

Thur 7th  2.00 pm  Service at Eagle House 

Sat 9th  11.00am  Lectio divina 

 

Sun 10th  June Trinity 2  

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 4.00 pm  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 11th    9.00 am Barnabas, 
Apostle 

Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Wed 13th      9.30 am  Said Eucharist  
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 10.15 am  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

 2.00 pm  Service at Westbridge House 

Sat 16th  11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 evening  Town Band concert 

 

Sun 17th  June Trinity 3  

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 

 

Mon 18th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Home Communions this week 

Tues 19th  7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

Wed 20th   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm   MU meeting 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group 

Parish News Deadline 

Sat 23rd    11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 

Sun 24th June Birth of John the Baptist 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist with Hymns 

 

Mon 25th 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Wed 27th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

Thurs 28th  7.00 pm  Wedding Rehearsal 

Fri 29th  12 noon Peter and 
Paul, 
Apostles 

Said Eucharist 

 

Sat 30th  11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 2.00 pm  Wedding 

 

Sun 1st July Trinity 5  

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 
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 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Choral Evensong at Horkstow 
Church 

 

From the Registers 
Baptisms:- 

May 27th Georgie Jean GREEN daughter of Emma Catherine JONES & 

Louis Ryan GREEN 

Marriages:- None in May 

Funerals:- 

Apr 30th Joan BRITTON 

May 2nd  Sylvia STEVENS 

May 11th Elinor Taylor CARTWRIGHT 

May 17th Carina Ann BAINES 

May 25th Kneale STOREY 

 

 

The Lost Son 

Jesus told this story, which is also called The Prodigal Son.  (Prodigal means to 

spend a lot of money wastefully, which is exactly what this son does.) 

There was once a father who had two sons.  One day the younger son said to his 

father, "Father, could you give me my inheritance?" (Inheritance is money the 

father would leave for his children after he had died.)  So the father decided his 

sons could have the money straight away, and he split it evenly between them. 

As soon as the younger son received his share, he decided that he would move 

to a different country and have some fun, and he left home for good.  He took 

everything he had.  He wanted to be grown up and spend his money how he 

liked, with no one telling him what to do. 
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He left a big farm with many hired men, he left his family, and more importantly 

he left his father who trusted him enough to give him the money.  This probably 

made his father very sad and I'm sure he missed him very much. 

The son immediately spent all his money.  He didn't think to save any.  He threw 

wild parties and spent money on many things that God wouldn't be happy with. 

After he had spent it all, the country he was living in became very poor and 

didn’t have enough food for everyone.  Food became more expensive so poor 

people couldn’t afford to buy food. 

The son was in trouble.  He had no money, nowhere to live, and nothing to eat, 

so he had to get a job.  The only job he could find was feeding pigs.  He was so 

hungry he tried to steal the pigs’ food but his boss caught him and told him if he 

saw him doing that again he would lose his job. 

That night the son’s stomach wouldn't stop growling, he was so hungry.  He saw 

some people and he asked if they could give him any money for food, but no one 

would give him anything.  Everyone was so poor it was hard to share. 

The son went to bed hungry and when he woke up he realized that when he 

lived with his father even the hired men had more food than they needed,  so he 

decided he would go back to his father's house and say to him, 'I have sinned 

against God and against you.  I don't deserve to be called your son, but hire me 

and I will work for you." 

He knew that if he became like a hired man on his father's farm he would still be 

better off than he was now.  He would always have a warm place to stay and food 

to eat.  So he headed for home. 

It took him a long time, but while he was still a long way off, he could see 

someone had noticed him and started to run towards him.  He was sure they 

must have been expecting someone else; no one would be excited to see him. 

As he got closer he saw it was his father and he was really pleased to see him. 

His father threw his arms around him and kissed him, but the son quickly said, 

"Father, I have sinned against God and against you.  I don't deserve to be called 

your son..."  He wanted to continue but the father said to one of his servants, 

"Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet.  Bring the biggest calf and kill it for the meal.  Let's have a 

party and celebrate because my son was lost and is found!" 

Later while the older son was working in the field he heard music and dancing, so 

he called to one of the servants and asked what was going on.  "Your brother has 

come home and your father is having a party for his return." 
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This upset the older brother and he refused to join the party.  The father heard 

that he was upset, so he went to talk to him and invite him to join the party, but 

the son refused saying, "Look!  I have been working for you all these years and 

I've never disobeyed you.  Yet you never had a party for me to celebrate with my 

friends.  But now my younger brother has come home, after spending all the 

money you gave him, and you kill the biggest calf for him!" 

"But, my son," the father said, "you are always with me, and everything I have is 

yours.  We had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was lost 

and now he is found." 

**** 

In this parable the father is just like God.  This is how God would be if we ran 

away from him and we started doing things we shouldn't.  He doesn't give up on 

us when we do things that are wrong, and he will always forgive us if we've truly 

changed and repent for what we've done. 

The older brother shows how most of us would act if it happened to us.  I think 

we would all be upset if our younger brother or sister ran away for a long time, 

did lots of bad things and then came home, and our parents threw a big party. 

The father who had been wronged, was forgiving.  But the eldest son, who had 

not been wronged, was unforgiving.  In this parable Jesus gives a clear picture of 

God and what God is like.  God is truly kinder than us. 

 

 

Saying it like it is 

A priest in Gosford, New South Wales, who normally has a congregation of 

around 200, is now spreading his message to millions around the planet. 

Fr Bower has posted messages on the board outside his church for years. One of 

his more famous ones followed the Parkland, Florida, school shooting in February, 

when the board read: “When will they love their kids more than their guns”1. The 

photo was posted on social media, and seen by more than 3,000,000 on 

Facebook alone. The press picked it up and now he has more than 70,000 

followers and more reaction than the Prime Minister. 

                                                 
1 His board seems not to have punctuation! 



23 

Yet he has only been posting these comments since 2013. His first was after he 

read the funeral rites for a dying man, only to find that his partner had been kept 

away by the family because he was gay and they thought the church would not 

approve.  

"I was so disturbed by the culture that would have led people to believe that, that 

when I got back to the church I went and put up that sign," Fr Bower told the 

BBC. 

It read: "Dear Christians, some ppl are gay, get over it, love God". 

He estimated that over 50,000 people had seen the post on social media, and 

realised that he needed to continue.  

"We have this instrument out the front that when combined with social media 

helps do what the Christian church should be doing, and that is creating a more 

just society," he says. 

"That is the gospel, that's what Jesus was on about - challenging injustice, lifting 

up the poor, including the excluded." 

He covers a wide range of topics, from the environment to the refugee problem, 

which in Australia centres around people who land from boats not being allowed 

to stay in the country. They are either turned back or sent to offshore handling 

centres. The Australian government says it helps to control immigration, but Fr 

Bower said “What if U were left to die at sea” 

He dabbles in politics, and realises that he upsets some of the more conservative 

members of his congregation, but, he says, as a Bible-believing Christian he feels 

that these are the opinions of Jesus. Some of his congregation have left over the 

matter, but others have joined. 

He has never been asked by his superiors to remove a slogan, though his church 

has been invaded by right-wing protestors dressed as Muslims and shouting anti-

Islamic slogans, but that only serves to bolster his resolution. 

"When priests speak out in support of those who are outside what is perceived 

to be their sphere of self-interest, that voice is perceived as having an enormous 

amount of integrity," he says. 

"And people deep down resonate with integrity." 

For more inc pictures: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-australia-43985084 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-australia-43985084
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Church flowers 
 

Donations for Church flowers have been received in loving memory of:- 

 

Iris Ward 

Leslie Ward 

Clarence Robinson 

Jean Ward 

Casey L. Jones 

Jack Lawrence 

Ruth Lawrence 

John Lawrence 

Tom Phillipson 

Nicola Phillipson 

 


