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If you’re reading this in a 
waiting room, or had it 
passed on by a friend, 
you might like to know 
that you can pick up a 
copy of your own from 
the table at the back of the church for a 
very small charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to 
someone else who might enjoy it!   

 

"A wicked person earns  
deceptive wages, but the 

one who sows righteousness 
reaps a sure reward."  

4. Proverbs 11:18 
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St Mary’s Barton: PARISH CONTACTS 
CLERGY     (code 01652) 
The Revd. David Rowett The Vicarage, Beck Hill   632202 
The Revd. Alan Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
The Revd. Liz Brown 21 Ferriby Road   634855 

The Revd. Robert Jaggs-Fowler  E: bartoncurate@theretreat-barton.com  

   07538 988 944 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
may also be contacted via the Vicarage.  
Peter Large (Diocesan Reader)  58 Horkstow Road   634572 
Sue Brennan (Diocesan Reader)  23 Finkle Lane   637580 
CHURCHWARDENS AND CHURCH OFFICERS 
Val Dukes 4a Caistor Road   632137 
Geoffrey Brown 21 Ferriby Road  634855 
PCC Treasurer: Alan Mabbott 63 Westfield Road  633745 
Electoral Roll: Sue Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
Organist & Choirmaster: Geoffrey Brown   634855 
Magazine Advertising: Mike Searle  62 Ferriby Road  634556 
Memorial Book: Amy DuBois 95 Newport  660776 
Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk  661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb E: gplumb2000@aol.com  636445 
PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Home Communions: 
Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 
Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 
Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 
Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@mail.uk 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year.....” 

I'm told those hallowed words, part of St Mary's folklore, form (allegedly) 
the first words of Hugh Varah's annual New Year sermon.  

Here we are after finding ourselves in 'interesting times' throughout 2019. 
I'm writing this as the challenges facing the new government start to sink 
in and realise that by the time you read this, memories of plum pudding 
and jollification will be fading no matter how valiantly you're trying to 
keep the Twelve Days. What might the man standing at the gate of the 
year have to say to us? 

Astonishingly, I don't know. Clairvoyance isn't a prerequisite for training 
for the priesthood, though a foreknowledge of when lead thieves are on 
their way might be handy. But what we might do is to look at the shape of 
the Christian story as it unfolds over the next few weeks and ask what it 
might have to say to us. 

What struck me is that it's remarkable just how much of the Church 
calendar at this time of year contains elements we might recognise from 
our own world, Totalitarian states (the census). Genocide (Herod’s murder 
of the children). Asylum-seeking (the flight into Egypt). Religious 
fanaticism (the death of St. Stephen). Church-state crises (the murder of 
Thomas Becket). Persecution (John the Evangelist). Add foreigners 
bringing their religious ideas into the country (the Wise Men) and a couple 
of OAPs giving words of wisdom to a young mum (Candlemas) and there's 
enough there to fill newspaper headlines for weeks. 

Every one of these stories is capable of drawing out two contrasting 
responses. One is the response of hate, of opposition couched in violent 
or dismissive language (and too often leading to violence itself). 'Young 
people today....’ ‘They should mind their own business...,' 'Give them a 
taste of their own medicine...,' 'Send them back home....' Slowly the target 
becomes just that, not a human being made in the image of God. The last 
century is littered with examples of where that left us. The Church hasn't 
exactly got a glowing record either.  

I've just finished reading Tom Holland's book 'Dominion' hailed as one of 
the most important books of 2019. In it he points out that the institutions 
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founded on division, hatred and demonisation of the other – the Roman 
Empire, for example – failed, whereas the institution he studied which 
most tried, however imperfectly, to hold back from that sort of thing – the 
Church – survived and was renewed. Us-and-Them simply couldn't hold 
anything together. 

There's plenty of us-and-them-ism around at present, just like in the first 
century. We may not have the answers, but perhaps by refusing to 
caricature and demonise the other we can lead others to recognise the 
image of God in their opponent and antagonist. Christ comes to be a 
human, not a party-man – and if it's good enough for God, isn't it good 
enough for us too? 

Happy New Year 

Fr David 

Thank you… 

…to all who in any way whatsoever contributed to St Mary's ministry over 
Christmas, from those in very obvious positions when the Church is full to 
those who got on with things in the background but without whose 
labours it'd have all fallen apart. So whether you were singing, reading, 
sweeping up, stuffing cocktail-sticks in to jelly babies or stalks into 'Oasis', 
trying to scrape candlewax off the floor or leaves from the porch – thank 
you so very much. Your efforts are greatly appreciated – and we wouldn't 
half miss them if you didn't do them! 

And on a not-dissimilar note, on behalf of all those 'up at the sharp end' in 
St Mary's thank you for the expressions of kindness and good wishes, 
verbal, written or currently awaiting proper attention in the rack under 
the stairs – thank you very much indeed. 

 

I can’t believe I got fired from the calendar factory. All I did was take a day 
off. 

To err is human, to blame it on someone else shows management 
potential. 
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Saying Yes to Life 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 2020 

Saying Yes to Life (Ruth Valerio; SPCK) was commissioned by Archbishop 
Justin and is his chosen book for Lent 2020.  

It imaginatively connects the days of creation with today’s ethical, 
environmental and social concerns. It lifts us from our daily lives, to issues 
which impact millions around the world. As people made in the image of 
God, we are entrusted to look after what God has made and to share in 
the joy and creativity of God, who sees his creation and names it good. 

Asked to produce something theological in depth and global in scope, 
Ruth’s book is reflective and practical while also a stirring call to action 
and contemplation. Archbishop Justin says ‘Ruth Valerio’s book is perfect 
for individuals and groups to think, reflect, pray and be challenged 
together’. Each chapter contains prayers and discussion questions to be 
used by groups meeting in Lent, with additional study resources and 
interviews available via a dedicated website. 

Complementing this book, the Church of England has developed a 
#LiveLent Care for God’s Creation campaign on social media. For the first 
time, the Lent book and digital campaign support each other, with emails, 
apps, web links and booklets for both adults and children that contain 
daily bite-sized reflections and actions. We can all join in! 

To mark Lent, the next free Eco Church Workshop, ‘A Church for our 
Planet’, will take place on Saturday, 21st March 2020 (10am–4pm) at the 
church hall of St John the Evangelist Church in Brigg (DN20 8JE). Booking is 
available via Eventbrite (a link is available at 
https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/saying-yes-to-life-lent-2020), or 
please contact Sarah Spencer, Discipleship in the World Officer, on 01522 
50 40 75 for more details. 

For more on #EverydayFaith, please see 
https://www.churchofengland.org/everydayfaith 
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January Diary 

Wed 1st Jan 9.30 am Naming of Jesus Said Eucharist  

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group 

Thurs 2nd 5.30 pm  Christmas Tree dismantling 

Fri 3rd   6.00 pm  Prayers before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Sat 4th 11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 5th January - For the Epiphany 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 

 

Mon 6th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Tues 7th  1.30 pm  OCC working party (Hall) 

Wed 8th    9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU 
Corporate) 

 10.15 am  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

 2.00 pm  Service at Beech House 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group meeting 

Thurs 9th  2.00 pm  Service at Eagle House 

Sat 11th  11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 12th January - The Baptism of Christ 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 4.00 pm  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 13th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 9.30 am  Deanery Chapter (Barton) 

 2.00 pm  Standing Committee 
(Vicarage) 

Wed 15th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm  Mothers’ Union meeting  
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Sat 18th    11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 1.00 pm  Wedding 

 

Sunday 19th January - Epiphany 2 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 

 

Mon 20th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Home Communions this week 

PARISH NEWS DEADLINE 

Tues 21st  7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

Wed. 22nd   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 7.30 pm   Ladies’ Group meeting 

Sat 25th 10.30 am Conversion of 
Paul 

Said Eucharist 

 11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 26th January - Epiphany 3 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist with hymns 

 

Mon 27th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 7.00 pm  Said Eucharist and PCC 
meeting 

Wed 29th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 

Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach them to use the 
internet and they won’t bother you for weeks, months, maybe years! 

A lot of people cry when they cut an onion. The trick is not to form an 
emotional bond. 

Patron: Waiter, what's this Praying Mantis doing in my soup? 
Waiter: Saying grace.  
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From the Registers 

Baptisms:- None in December 

Marriages:- None in December 

Funerals:- 

Dec 6th Priya CONLIN 
Dec 9th Flora (Bunty) WELCH 
Dec 20th Talia Win ROBERTS 

Church Flowers 

Donations for flowers in Church at Christmas 
have been received in loving memory of:- 

Mervyn Gardiner 
Amy Norah Cook 
Ernest Cook 
Benjamin Watling 
Neil and Pauline Huteson 
Ted Skinner 
Hugh McMahon 
Brian Creasey 
Edna and John Bellamy 

 

Barton Past 

Looking through back copies of St Mary’s Church Magazine, kindly 
donated by Brian Robinson, I found in 2014 an article appealing for foster 
parents, there was a collection to help with well-baby clinics in the Middle 
East, and an appeal to help people sleeping in a church in Lincoln – not 
the warmest of places to spend Christmas. Isn’t it sad that none of these 
things have improved since then, and all are rather worse than they were? 

I hope to include occasional articles from the past in future issues. – Ed. 
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Advent 2020 

 

St Mary’s Church Choir, ready to start the Advent Service 2020 (above) 

Candlelit congregation (below) 
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Members of St. Mary's Ladies Group who made 160 Christingles for the 
service on 15th December (above). 

St. Mary's Ladies Group members enjoying a meal at the football club in 
Scunthorpe after an afternoon visit to the pantomime (below) 
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Dr. Ajay Vora, The Magic Medic (above). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The tree decorated for the 
Christmas Tree Festival at 
Trinity Methodist Church by 
Elizabeth Elliott and Julia 
Schofield, members of 
St.Mary's Ladies Group. 

 

St. Mary’s Christmas tree 2020 
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St Mary's Ladies Group  

MEETING WEDNESDAY 20th NOVEMBER, 2019: Pauline Chapman and Jill 
Fraser opened the meeting welcoming two guests. 

A Pot Plant was presented to Cathy Clapson for her special birthday. Cathy 
has been an active member of the club for 50 years. 

Dr Jaggs Fowler was thanked for clearing all the leaves off the path, which 
made much easier walking. Discussed was the Trip to Leeds. Trip to The 
Pantomime and Faith Supper. St Mary's Ladies Group is once again 
decorating a Christmas Tree for the Tree Festival at Trinity Methodist 
Church. 

Jill Fraser welcomed Dr. Ajay Vora, The Magic Medic. 

Dr Vora told the story of his birth in Kenya; at 7 years he moved to the UK, 
and after Medical School qualified as a doctor. Since retirement from his 
practise in Barnetby, he is able to spend more time doing his magic shows, 
accompanied by his wonderful assistant. 

We were entertained and spellbound by the magic performed: card tricks, 
rope tricks, tricks with oranges and mind reading all performed by Dr Vora 
with the assistance of various members of the Group. 

UK towns and cities 

Solve the cryptic clues! Answers on page 20. 

1. A dirty place to swim 
2. Modern fortress 
3. Neither poor … 
4. Offal snooker 
5. Cattle 
6. Journey’s end for Dr. Foster 
7. Ship’s company 
8. Part of a ship 
9. Spielberg shows his years 
10. Tumbler departs 

11. Colourful vehicle 
12. Bing’s town 
13. Escort for Mr Pitt? 
14. Cook’s meadow 
15. Ding Dong quickly 
16. If North is Starboard 
17. Eric at the seaside 
18. Noah’s home rebuilt 
19. Old car 
20. Detectives need these 
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New Year Changes at Wilderspin School Museum 

We are trialling different opening times after 
Christmas to create time getting ready for the 2020 
season.  The Museum will be open on Saturdays & 
Sundays only during January and February, starting 
from Saturday 4th January.   We will be open for 
longer though during these weekends – between 
10am and 4pm. 

The Old School Canteen coffee shop opening hours remain unchanged: 
Thursdays – Sundays 10am – 4pm throughout the year, reopening after 
Christmas on Thursday 2nd January. 

While we are closed during weekdays we won’t be idle!  Our volunteers 
will be working behind the scenes spring cleaning, changing displays and 
planning our events programme.   

Each weekend during January and February will be special – we’ll be 
launching our Chatty Cafe – with a variety of things to look at to get you 
talking with family, friends and other museum visitors.  We are digging 
through our collection to find interesting items to show and chat about 
stimulating childhood memories of the home and at school.  

We’ll also be appealing for new helpers to join our award-winning 
volunteer team – so if you think you might like to join us and find out 
more – come along any weekend. 

For children there will be a new Satchel Trail and a chance to meet 
costumed characters around the School.  The first of a monthly children’s 
sewing workshop is on the 18th January – Felting Fun (booking required) 
and the South Bank Players pantomime, Dick Whittington, (postponed 
from December) is on the 9th – 11th January, including a Saturday 
matinee. Tickets for the Friends at Barton show, Alice in Wonderland in 
March go on sale in January too! 

Today I learned that humans eat more bananas than monkeys. I can't 
remember the last time I ate a monkey.  
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Winter programme at Ropery Hall 

The winter programme at Ropery Hall has something for everyone from 
comedy, film, music to theatre. 

The popular monthly quizzes continue at full steam in the company of 
quizmaster Daniel Dyson as do the end-of-month gigs in the company of 
sax supremo Snake Davis and his invited guests and the Barnstormers 
Comedy Nights. 

In February is Choice Grenfell, a celebration of the great, unremittingly 
genteel comedienne and monologist Joyce Grenfell.  With Suzanne 
Walters as Joyce Grenfell and Andrew D Brewis as pianist William Blezard 
this is a wonderful tribute featuring some of the best of Joyce’s hilarious 
songs and monologues from Stately as a Galleon and School Nativity Play 
to A Terrible Worrier and First Flight. Joyce is our guide for a delightful 
delve into some of her most endearing characters, ably accompanied by 
her trusted pianist whose family has allowed access to previously 
unpublished rehearsal recordings and personal letters from Joyce allowing 
a unique insight into the queen of comediennes. 

The following month is Spitfire Solo – personal, charming funny and 
inventive blending of theatre, music and film.  West End actor Nicholas 
Collett plays a multitude of characters, including former Battle of Britain 
pilot Peter Walker, as he re-lives past glories, losses, wartime experiences, 
family memories and the heady days of blue skies and battles.  

April sees The Ropewalk celebrating the 20th anniversary of its opening so 
look out for more details in the months to come! 

Test your General Knowledge 

1. Plus or minus four years, when was the last time Halley’s comet 
was visible to the naked eye? 

2. The name for which country stems from the Portuguese term for 
“Bearded ones”? 

3. Plus or minus three years, when was the tie break introduced at 
Wimbledon? 
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4. Which Paul McCartney and Wings song title contains one of the X-
men characters? 

5. Who reached the singles final at Wimbledon a record 12 times in 
the modern era? 

6. Dubbed “the ice finger of death”, what is an undersea icicle called? 
7. Steven Spielberg was one of the co-founders of which movie 

studio? 
8. What is the national flower of India? 
9. Which city is home to Michelangelo’s masterpiece “David”? 
10. Which European capital city was built on 14 islands? 

Give up? Answers are on page 20. 

 

Finding God in everyday life 

One of my favourite things about Christmas is the evening of Christmas 
Day, when stepping outside into the sharp, cold air you see your breath 
before you and feel the deep stillness of a world at rest. No cars revving, 
no lorries trundling down the motorway, no aeroplanes overhead, no 
trains rumbling past. The busyness of the run-up to Christmas gives way to 
a collective sigh. It’s a moment when we allow the cosmos to breathe 
deeply, to rest and relax – for all God’s creation to experience the blessing 
of Sabbath rest, to know the still small voice of calm. In the depth of the 
stillness you can discern the presence of God feeding our faith, inspiring 
us with hope, loving us.   

In 1 Corinthians 13:12–13 we read:  

‘For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I 
know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of 
these is love.’ (NRSV) 

What does it mean to live faithfully, hopefully and lovingly as a Christian 
today, finding and following God in the ordinary and extra-ordinary stuff 
of daily life? We often allow the busyness of life to push out the ‘main 
thing’, the gift of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. Being a Christian isn’t a 
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‘tick box’ identity nor what we do in church; as Christians we are people 
who choose to yield to Christ, to invite Jesus to change and shape us, to 
access all areas of our lives. 

Starting on Sunday, 12th January, we are invited to step into a 21-day 
journey of everyday faith, hope and love. The Church of England is 
launching a new resource called ‘Everyday Faith’, consisting of daily 
reflections and prayers to help us find and follow God in our everyday 
lives. It is available via emails, an app, social media, audio podcasts and 
can be purchased as a booklet from Church House Publishing. To sign up, 
go to: churchofengland.org/everydayfaith. The materials will help us find 
God at work in ourselves and the world around us. 

In 2020 we will be hosting a range of ‘Inspiring Everyday Faith’ events, 
with the first to be held on Monday, 13th January, at Edward King House, 
Lincoln from 5.30pm. If you are someone who is passionate about finding 
God in everyday life and wanting to encourage others to do the same, 
then go to eventbrite.co.uk/e/inspiring-everday-faith-tickets-81456315031 
or contact me at sarah.spencer@lincoln.anglican.org or on 01522 50 40 75 
for more information. 

 

Prayer: 
Creator God, 
you made us all in your 
image: 
may we discern you in all 
that we see, 
and serve you in all that 
we do; 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen 
 
Common Worship: Collects and Post Communions, material from which is included here, is copyright 
© The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and published by Church House Publishing. 
  



20 

 

Barton Civic Society 

Safeguarding Barton’s Heritage – Influencing its Future 

Our 2020 programme starts on 21 February (we don’t meet in January) 
with a talk by Paul Mann about land ownership, law and the manorial 
system developed in England. Topics later in the year include the 
suffragette movement, the Samaritans and Baysgarth Park. 

Membership of the Society costs just £10 a year, which includes an annual 
newsletter and free entry to our ten monthly talks.  There is also an 
annual trip during August.  The fee helps the work of the Society with its 
efforts to monitor and influence development of the town, its green 
spaces and our built heritage.  Why not join and support us – membership 
forms are at the back of the Church, or can be picked up at the Library and 
museums in the town.   

 

Answers to UK Towns and Cities 

1. Blackpool 
2. Newcastle 
3. Norwich 
4. Liverpool 
5. Cowes 
6. Gloucester 
7. Crewe 

8. Hull 
9. Stevenage 
10. Glasgow 
11. Redcar 
12. Crosby 
13. Bradford 
14. Sheffield 

15. Belfast 
16. Southport 
17. Morecambe 
18. Newark 
19. Bangor 
20. Leeds 

 

Answers to Test Your General Knowledge 

1. 1986 
2. Barbados 
3. 1971 
4. Magneto and Titanium 

Man (Magneto was one 
of the original X-men) 

5. Martina Navratilova 
6. Brinicle (or ice stalactite) 
7. DreamWorks 
8. Lotus 
9. Florence 
10. Stockholm 

 


