
1 

 

Contents 

Acceptance or evasion of responsibility? 3 

A Seafaring Thankyou 4 

Church Flowers 5 

Crossword 15 

Crossword Answers 7 

February Diary 11 

From the Registers 7 

Have fun, and help the Roof Fund! 7 

Mothers’ Union Christmas Meeting 13 

Parish Contacts 2 

Photos 8 

Reaching for God 6 

St Mary’s Ladies’ Group 10 

Thank you, Cleaners 5 

Theatre Offer at Ropery Hall 14 

“Thy Kingdom Come” 10 

 

If you’re reading this in a 
waiting room, or had it 
passed on by a friend, you 
might like to know that 
you can pick up a copy of 
your own from the table 
at the back of the church for a very small 
charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to 
someone else who might enjoy it!   

 

Thought for the 
Day 

When life throws you a 
rainy day, it’s time to play 
in the puddles. 
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St Mary’s Barton: PARISH CONTACTS 
CLERGY     (code 01652) 
The Revd. David Rowett The Vicarage, Beck Hill   632202 
The Revd. Alan Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
The Revd. Liz Brown 21 Ferriby Road   634855 

The Revd. Robert Jaggs-Fowler  E: bartoncurate@theretreat-barton.com  

   07538 988 944 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
may also be contacted via the Vicarage.  
Peter Large (Diocesan Reader)  58 Horkstow Road   634572 
Sue Brennan (Diocesan Reader)  23 Finkle Lane   637580 
CHURCHWARDENS AND CHURCH OFFICERS 
Val Dukes 4a Caistor Road   632137 
Geoffrey Brown 21 Ferriby Road  634855 
PCC Treasurer: Alan Mabbott 63 Westfield Road  633745 
Electoral Roll: Sue Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
Organist & Choirmaster: Geoffrey Brown   634855 
Magazine Advertising: Mike Searle  62 Ferriby Road  634556 
Memorial Book: Amy DuBois 95 Newport  660776 
Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk  661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb E: gplumb2000@aol.com  636445 
PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Home Communions: 
Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 
Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 
Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 
Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@mail.uk 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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Acceptance or evasion of responsibility? 

At the time of writing this, two items dominate the news headlines. One is 
the decision of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex to withdraw from the 
responsibility of being members of the royal family. The other is the 
admission by the Iranian authorities that the Ukrainian airlines passenger 
jet recently shot down by the Iranian military was shot down by accident, 
after first denying it. Looked at objectively, both these decisions are open 
to criticism. In the one case it involved going back on an agreement which 
had already been made and which affected lifetime commitments. The 
other shows a nation's government making an initial knee-jerk denial, 
rather than delaying any admission until a full investigation had made the 
matter absolutely clear. These are the kind of decisions which most of us 
would rather not have to make. It is easy to criticize the behaviour of the 
parties involved, but how would we react if we found ourselves in the 
same moral dilemma situation?  

These are the same kind of hard decisions that we may have to face 
during our own lifetimes. Sometimes when we do find ourselves in such a 
situation, we have the feeling that whatever decision we make we will be 
criticized. Two possible responses to this kind of moral dilemma (there 
may of course be others), are either to take a firm but irresponsible line 
and toss a coin to decide the outcome. The other, for Christians, is to pray 
and wrestle with our conscience and hope that God will guide us to the 
right decision.  Whichever of these routes of decision-making we take, we 
have the rest of our lives to vindicate or regret what we have done.  

Because of his dual nature, Jesus found himself in such a situation, when 
human instinct told him to evade death by making a false denial, as Peter 
did, or else to go ahead with his God-determined destiny. Fortunately for 
millions of believers, he made the right decision. 

Peter Large 

  



4 

 

A Seafaring Thank You 

I just wanted to say thank you for all of the Christmas gifts that were 
collected for the Seafarers. It was a bit of a last-minute rush to collect 
them all together but once again St Mary’s did us proud! In only 3 weeks a 
staggering car boot full of gifts were donated to give to our hard-working 
Seafarers. 

Unfortunately, I 
wasn’t able to go to 
help with the 
wrapping this year 
as it was on a 
weekday but Ivan 
and Ann Chapman 
joined up with Jake 
and other 
volunteers to wrap 
223 presents, a 
fantastic amount 
and 40 more 
presents than last 

year! It was a very busy session with all the volunteers fuelled with tea, 
coffee and hot chocolate. 

All of the presents were distributed by Christmas Day to very grateful 
seafarers. At Christmas time when we are spending time with our own 
families and the seafarers are so far away from theirs, the presents were a 
reminder to them of how grateful we are for all they do and the sacrifices 
they make for us. Our blue box is still at the back of the church for anyone 
who would like to donate chocolate bars, especially Mars Bars, for the 
Seafarers as our collections are ongoing. Chocolate is always a very 
welcome gift for them at any time of year! So, once again, thank you to 
everyone who donated gifts and helped to make their Christmas a little 
brighter. 

Sam Wright 
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Thank You, Cleaners 

Just a note to say “Thank you” to all the cleaners who have volunteered 
their services to help keep the church looking beautiful. I was amazed by 
how many people came forward to offer help. We now have another 
seven cleaners which is brilliant! Far more than I ever imagined would 
come forward. So a heartfelt “Thank you” to Mandy, Margaret, Ann and 
Gill, with her 3 extra helpers from the Ladies Group, for joining our loyal 
teams. Not the most glamorous job in the church but usually good for a 
chat and a laugh. Thank you to you all, you do a wonderful job! 

Michelle Wright 

 

Church Flowers 

Donations for flowers in Church at Christmas were received in loving 
memory of:- 

Trevor Stow 
John Stanley 
Don. Broughton 
Judy and Allan Manchester 
Arthur and Ruth Winship 
 

Flowers were also donated to Church in memory 
of :- 

George and Jessie Holland 
Owen Stone 
Monica Gray 
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Reaching for God 

Moments that have brought completeness to my life are with me still, 
Memories of all the things that made this world make sense to me, 
If only for a little while. 
Dreams and visions from the past, and many apparitions, - 
Some that gave me quite a chill. 
Fleeting hints at answers to the questions I have asked since I was just a 
child. 
Easy answers given, that I questioned then and that I question still. 
 
Midnight mass at Christmas eve, with Latin hymns and frankincense and 
drunken husbands bringing up the rear, 
The joy of being up so late, and Christmas day so close that I could hardly 
wait, 
A stray, mischievous thought of using washers as they passed around the 
plate. 
Childhood felt so safe and heaven was assured, - 
A penny candle for the sinners took away all fear, 
For something in the incense and the chanting, 
Always made me feel that God was near. 
 
There are many paths to wisdom, and since then, I've trodden quite a few. 
Am I wiser? - I can hardly tell, but then, perhaps one day the answers will 
be clear. 
Miracles? - I've seen a few, some mysterious and some as simple, and as 
wondrous as a silver web that glinted in the morning dew. 
Adorations, incantations, daily prayers, and expectations, 
All will light the way for some, and I have learned that any path will do. 
All roads may not lead to Rome, but all who roam will find the way 
someday. 
For all who love - will find their Love, - as Lovers always do. 
 
Patrick W Kavanagh 
30/11/2013 
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From the Registers 

Baptisms:- 

Jan 5th Eadie Rose OVINGTON daughter of Laura Jane STEAD & Adam 
Richard OVINGTON 

Marriages: -  None in January 

Funerals:- 

Jan 6th Gordon SELLARS 

Jan 8th Edwina HAVERCROFT 

 

 

Have fun, and help the Roof Fund! 

Friends at Barton are putting on their third show in the Joseph Wright Hall 
on Queen's Street at the end of March. For full details, please see the 
poster on the next page. The Director is Paul Tate, who is also appearing in 
the show. Paul is a former choirboy at St. Mary's and featured in several 
musicals staged by Baysgarth School before going on to be a successful 
actor, scriptwriter, director and pantomime dame with a nationally 
acclaimed reputation. He has appeared in the West End and in TV dramas. 

The forthcoming production of "Alice in Wonderland" is being staged in 
aid of the Jerry Green Dog Sanctuary and the St. Mary's Roof Appeal - we 
thank Paul for his most generous sponsorship. Please support this 
production - and get your tickets very soon, as they will sell fast.    

Alan  

Crossword Answers 

ACROSS:  1 Jehoiachin.  7 Endured.  8 Eased.  10 Rash.  11 
Startled.  13 Easier.  15 Rubric.  17 Impurity.  18 Feet.  21 Eye at.  
22 Ready to. 23 Holy Spirit. 

DOWN:  1 Judas. 2 Harm. 3 Is duty. 4 Cheerful. 5 Insular. 6 
Jezreelite. 9 Dedication. 12 Secretly. 14 Supremo. 16 Stir up. 19 
Egypt. 20 Hair. 
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St Mary’s Ladies’ 
Group enjoying 
a Faith Supper 
and party  
at Joseph Wright 
Hall 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Zilla Gilfoy receives a bouquet of flowers from Carole Cooke to celebrate a 
"big birthday " at the first meeting of St.Mary's Ladies Group 2020. This 
was followed by a quiz hosted by Pam Read. 
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St Mary’s Ladies’ Group 

The Ladies' Group enjoyed Christmas with a visit to the pantomime in 
Scunthorpe, following our talk from Fanny Anny in September. We then 
went to Scunthorpe Football Ground for a festive meal which was enjoyed 
by all. The next week we held a Faith Supper at Joseph Wright Hall where 
we enjoyed much good food and drink and were entertained by Tess 
Fletcher, a singer-songwriter with a beautiful voice. We enjoyed singing 
along when requested and showing our dance moves! 

Our first meeting of 2020 saw a fine array of toiletries which had been 
donated by the members for the Women's Refuge, and we were also given 
details of money raised at the Christmas raffle which will be donated to 
our chosen charities. Flowers were given to members celebrating "special" 
birthdays. We then enjoyed a quiz set by Pam Read which was both 
entertaining and taxing, and enjoyed light refreshments. 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

This year the global ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ (TKC) movement will take place 
during the days between Ascension and Pentecost (21st – 31st May 2020). 
There won’t be a central TKC gathering in Lincoln Cathedral this year, but 
you can make the most of the novena (period of prayer). There are things 
that can help you as you plan for this. 

The Revd John Leach (Growing Disciples Officer for Lincoln Diocese) 
writes... 

“TKC begins with the conviction that prayer really does make a difference, 
and that the more focused and specific our prayers, the easier it is to see 
the difference they make. So we want to use this special opportunity to 
join with the Anglican church (and many others) worldwide to focus our 
prayer on the mission and growth of the Church, just as Jesus’ first 
disciples gave the same period to fervent prayer for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to equip them for their mission.” 

Watch for more news as the time approaches. 
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February Diary 

 

Sat 1st Feb 11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 2nd February -  Candlemas 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 

 

Mon 3rd     9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Tues 4th  1.30 pm  Shoebox group (Hall) 

Wed 5th       9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU Corporate) 

 10.15 am  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

 2.00 pm  Service at Beech house 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group  AGM 

Thurs 6th  2.00 pm  Service at Eagle House 

Sat 8th 
10.00 am-12 

noon 
 

Ladies’ Group Coffee morning 
(Hall) 

 11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 9th February - 3 before Lent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 10th 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Wed 12th   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm  Service at Westbridge House 

Sat 15th  11.00am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 16th February - 2 before Lent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 
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Mon 17th 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Home Communions this week 

Tues 18th  7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

Wed 19th    9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm  Mothers’ Union 

 7.30pm  Ladies’ Group 

Thurs 20th  Parish News Deadline 

    

Sat 22nd  11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

    

Sunday 23rd February -  Sunday next before Lent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist with hymns 

 

Mon 24th 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 9.30 am  Deanery Chapter (Barrow) 

 

Wed 26th   9.30 am ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

Said Eucharist with Ashing 

 7.00 pm Sung Eucharist with Ashing 

 

Sat 29th    11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 1st March = Lent 1 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 

 
 

 Snowdrops – picture from Pexels.com 
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Mothers’ Union Christmas meeting 

On the 18th December, 8 members were guests of the Ladies’ fellowship at 
Trinity Methodist Chapel, attending a Carol service prepared and delivered 
by pupils of Bowmandale School. The Chapel was filled to capacity with 
children and adults. We all squeezed in on the back row specially reserved 
for us; the place was buzzing with energy, but the children were calm and 
mindful of the place they were in, which was for us all a very inspiring and 
moving experience. 

The service started with the song “Little Donkey” and yes, it was the same 
song that a fair number of us would have listened to on a 45 rpm 
vinyl record as children. All the readings were done by different pupils, 
who all excelled and gave beautifully clear and confident performances. 

Revd. Nichola Jones’ address about Christmas Gifts was moving and 
inspiring, showing us all a most beautiful hand painted icon of Mary, her 
favourite gift given to her by a community of people. Living in the desert, 
miles outside the city, these people lived in rubbish, sorting through it for 
rags to sell and anything of use. The smell was overpowering. Their homes 
were sheds with corrugated iron roofs covered with bags of rubbish as 
insulation from the heat of the sun’s rays. Inside they slept on bags of 
rubbish it was their furniture. The ladies spent every day sorting through 
rubbish but it never detracted from their grace and generosity in life. 

Nichola then reminded everyone of the realities of Jesus’s birth. The 
absolute poverty, the fact that the Shepherds and the Three Wise Men 
were the only people to recognise the child born was someone very 
special were all considered outcasts and undesirable outsiders. 

The service finished with Carols followed by a Christmas Tea and sharing 
of presents and fellowship together. 

We would like to say a big thank you to all at Trinity for being such 
wonderful hosts. 

Angela Henson.    
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Theatre offer at Ropery Hall 

There’s plenty of choice for theatre lovers at Ropery Hall from now until 
May with some favourites from yesteryear as well as current favourites. 

Leading the charge for the “old” favourites is Choice Grenfell, an 
affectionate tribute to comedienne and monologist, Joyce Grenfell; 
Crusoe’s Island that brings Defoe’s classic island to life for its 300th 
anniversary; The Navy Lark and Jerome K Jerome’s Three Men in a Boat.  
In the year that sees the 75th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day 
commemorated sees a performance of Spitfire Solo that sees an ex-Battle 
of Britain pilot re-live past glories, losses, wartime experiences, family 
memories and the heady days of blue skies and battles. 

There’s a welcome return for Kate Fox who along with Joanna Holden 
explores the Northern women you’ve heard of (and the ones you haven’t); 
John Osborne escapes from John Peel’s Shed to bring us a show about 
family and the role music plays in our lives in You’re In A Bad Way; Last 
year’s Quentin Crisp, Mark Farrelly returns with his riveting, kinetic solo 
show portraying one of the great English writers of the inter-war years, 
Patrick Hamilton and George Egg cooks up a storm by demonstrating ways 
to procure items from the train buffet trolley, beat the rip-off restaurant 
prices at the airport and even shows you how to turn unexpected road-
works into a picnic in Moveable Feast.     

In all there are 12 theatre performances to choose from and if you buy 
tickets to four shows a fifth ticket to see a different show is free.  For more 
details go to http://www.roperyhall.co.uk/theatre/ 

 

What do snowmen eat for lunch? Icebergers. 

How do sheep keep warm in winter? Central bleating. 

I asked my trainer to teach me how to do the splits. “How flexible are 
you?” he asked. “I can’t do Wednesdays,” I replied. 

Saw a mate today who I hadn't seen in years. I said, Good heavens, you've 
put some weight on!' He said, Yes, well I've had a lot on my plate'..... 

  



15 

 

CROSSWORD 

  1  2  3  4  5   

6             

7        8    9 

             

10     11        

    12         

13  14     15      

      16       

17         18 19   

        20     

21      22       

             

 23            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Across 
1 He was replaced as 
king of Judah by his uncle 
Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17) 
(10) 

2 ‘Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus … who for the joy set 
before him ___ the cross’ 
(Hebrews 12:2) (7) 

8 Relieved (5) 

 

 

10 Impetuous (Acts 
19:36) (4) 

11 Surprised and alarmed 
(Luke 24:37) (8) 

13 ‘It is ___ for a camel to 
go through the eye of a 
needle than for the rich to 
enter the kingdom of God’ 
(Mark 10:25) (6) 
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Across continued… 
15 Directions for the conduct 
of a church service (6) 

17 One of the acts of the sinful 
nature (Galations 5:19) (8) 

18 and 20 Down   ‘She began to 
wet his ___ with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her ___’ 
(Luke 7:38) (4,4) 

21 ‘We will all be changed, in a 
flash, in the twinkling of an ___, 
___ the last trumpet’ (1 
Corinthians 15:51-52) (3,2) 

22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am 
___ ___ go with you to prison 
and to death”’ (Luke 22:33) 
(5,2) 

23 Third person of the Trinity 
(2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6) 

 

Down 

1 He betrayed Jesus 
(Matthew 27:3) (5) 

2 Paul’s assurance to the 
Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t ___ 
yourself! We are all here!’ (Acts 
16:28) (4) 

3 ‘Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this ___ 
the whole ___ of man’ 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4) 

4 The sort of giver God 
loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8) 

5 Sun rail (anag.) (7) 

6 Naboth, the ill-fated 
vineyard owner, was one (1 
Kings 21:1) (10) 

9 Paul said of young 
widows, ‘When their sensual 
desires overcome their ___ to 
Christ, they want to marry’ (1 
Timothy 5:11) (10) 

12 This was how Joseph of 
Arimathea practised his 
discipleship ‘because he 
feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) 
(8) 

14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7) 

16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) 
(4,2) 

19 Where Joseph and Mary 
escaped to with the baby 
Jesus (Matthew 2:14) (5) 

20 See 18 Across. 

And a smile… 

Chromosomes: 

XX = Female 
XY = Male 
YYY = Delilah 

 


