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This above all: to thine own self be true,  

And it must follow, as the night the day,  

Thou canst not then be false to any man.  

- William Shakespeare (not our WS – the original!) 

 

If you’re reading this in a waiting room, or had it passed on by a friend, 
you might like to know that you can pick up a copy of your own from the 
table at the back of the church for a very small charge.  

And if you do that, please pass it on to someone else who might enjoy it!   
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ST Mary’s Barton: PARISH CONTACTS 
CLERGY     (code 01652) 
The Revd. David Rowett The Vicarage, Beck Hill   632202 
The Revd. Alan Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
The Revd. Liz Brown 21 Ferriby Road   634855 

The Revd. Robert Jaggs-Fowler  E: bartoncurate@theretreat-barton.com  

   07538 988 944 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
may also be contacted via the Vicarage.  
Peter Large (Diocesan Reader)  58 Horkstow Road   634572 
Sue Brennan (Diocesan Reader)  23 Finkle Lane   637580 
CHURCHWARDENS AND CHURCH OFFICERS 
Val Dukes 4a Caistor Road   632137 
Geoffrey Brown 21 Ferriby Road  634855 
PCC Treasurer: Alan Mabbott 63 Westfield Road  633745 
Electoral Roll: Sue Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
Organist & Choirmaster: Geoffrey Brown   634855 
Magazine Advertising: Mike Searle  62 Ferriby Road  634556 
Memorial Book: Amy DuBois 95 Newport  660776 
Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk  661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb E: gplumb2000@aol.com  636445 
PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Home Communions: 
Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 
Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 
Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 
PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 
Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com  07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson      07825 703593 
Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 
Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@mail.uk 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 

mailto:bartonchurchhall@gmail.com
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A place for everything… 

... and everything in its place. No, I’m not advocating a very early start to 
spring cleaning (does anyone do that nowadays?). Those who know me, 
know that I like to keep things neat, tidy and ordered – however, please 
don’t ask my wife whether I’m like that at home! I can’t stand a disorderly 
mind. I remember our former curate, Kathy, telling me once that she 
always puts bank notes the same way round in her purse. We all have our 
own ways of being neat and tidy. 

It’s neat and tidy that the first day of Advent this year is also the first day 
of December – it’s convenient for opening Advent calendars; it’s 
convenient that the second Sunday of Advent is the second Sunday of the 
month, and so on. So what will we make of this neat and tidy month of 
December? 

No doubt for many it’ll be very busy – writing cards, wrapping presents, 
doing the extra shopping (don’t we always buy too much anyway?). For 
children there’s the build-up to the 25th – school carol services, 
productions and parties, Christingle services and general excitement. For 
adults, it’s making sure everything is organised (where did I put the 
sprouts?). This year of course, there is the added excitement of a general 
election – as if there’s not enough going on already. By the time we get to 
the 25th, we’ll all be exhausted! 

Should it really be like that? Shouldn’t Advent be about preparation, not 
of commercial things, but of ourselves? In the midst of all the fripperies, 
do we forget what we are about to celebrate? Do we discard things on the 
26th, saying that Christmas is “over”? As many of you know, one of my 
bugbears is when people say on the 27th Dec: “Have you had a nice 
Christmas?” My reply is always: “Yes I have, and I still am.” 

This year for the first time, there is an opportunity to escape from the 
daily grind on Tuesday 3rd, 10th and 17th December. At 12 noon on those 
days, Churches Together have arranged brief services at St. Augustine 
Webster (3rd), St. Mary’s (10th) and Trinity Methodist (17th) for people to 
come together for an opportunity to remember why we are in Advent, 
and what it is we will be celebrating. Why not join us? 
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The clergy and minister here at St. Mary’s wish everyone a peaceful 
Advent, and a joyous and love-filled Christmas. 

Alan. 

PS. Before you know it, it really will be time for spring-cleaning! 

 

St Mary’s Mothers’ Union 

On the 17th October after apologies from K Henson, S Brumpton, B Todd 
and B Skinner, the meeting started with notices and opening prayers. We 
welcomed our speaker from United Society Partners in the Gospel known 
to most of you as U.S.P.G., the Anglican overseas mission organisation. 
Margaret Burkett introduced herself as a botanical agriculturalist who 
volunteered to work in Africa with U.S.P.G. She was originally assigned to 
work in Tanzania but unrest in the country deemed it too dangerous for 
her to go, so she was sent to the Gambia instead. Here she was the guest 
of the Bishop of Gambia and stayed with him and his wife for the duration 
of her stay. 

The work that she did was land based and working with youth groups. We 
were told about projects undertaken where derelict areas were turned 
into basic homes and gardens. The oxen still used to plough fields were a 
smaller breed that were not so demanding on the environment but still 
capable of working in the fields. The botanical gardens were stunning and 
pictures were also shown of all the people Margaret worked with in 
Gambia. The current work in Tanzania with people suffering with Aids was 
also talked about, especially drug therapy used on H.I.V. positive mothers 
ensuring that their babies are born H.I.V. free. Margaret, on finishing her 
talk, left plenty of U.S.P.G. literature including some study group material 
which can be found at the back of the church, please feel free to take 
some. We all thanked Margaret for coming to spend the afternoon with us 
and delivering such an interesting talk and slide show, and we finished the 
afternoon meeting with refreshments.  

On the 2nd November The Mothers Union held a coffee morning in the 
church hall which raised £175 towards the M.U. overseas fund and the 
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replacement of some Altar linen in St Mary’s. During the coffee and chat it 
was decided that in the New Year a group would meet to put all our 
individual skills together in a creative way, repairing, replacing and 
enhancing some of the fabric within the church which is used by so many. 
If you have any ideas let us know! 

We were all very happy that our Winter Warmers Hamper raised £127 at 
the Autumn Bazaar for church funds; thank you to all that contributed 
items for it! 

On 20th November after apologies from B Skinner, B Todd, A Chapman, K 
Henson, A Richardson and A DuBois, Angela led with the notices and 
prayers. The speaker for the meeting was Margaret Searle. 

Margaret led us into thinking about the coming weeks of Advent. She 
shared some thoughts on the Biblical characters surrounding the events of 
the birth of Jesus. Finishing with the hymn “How great thou art,” we all 
thanked Margaret for a well-delivered talk in challenging conditions. 
Refreshments were served throughout the meeting. 

Angela Henson. 

December Diary  

Sunday 1st December - Advent Sunday 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00pm  Advent Procession service 

 

Mon 2nd  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 9.30 am  Deanery Chapter (Grayingham) 

Tues 3rd  12 noon  Advent Prayers (St. Augustine 
Webster) 

 1.30 pm  Shoebox working party (Hall) 

Wed 4th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU Corporate) 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group Meeting 
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Thurs 5th  6.00 pm  Christmas Tree building 

Fri 6th  6.00 pm  Prayers before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Sat 7th    11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 12 noon  Conversation at the Vicarage. 

 

Sunday 8th December -  Advent 2 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 4.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 9th    9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 10.00 am  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

Tues 10th  12 noon  Advent Prayers (St. Mary’s) 

 3.00 pm  Carols at Eagle House 

Wed 11th      9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 Pm   Ladies’ group outing 

Fri 13th  2.30 pm  Carols at The Willows 

Sat 14th 10.30 am  St. John of 
the Cross 

Said Eucharist 

 11.00 am  Lectio divina 
 

Sunday 15th December - Advent 3 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 4.00 pm  Christingle Service 
 

Mon 16th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 7.00 pm  Carols at Victoria House 

Home Communions this week 

Tues 17th 12 noon  Advent Prayers (Trinity 
Methodist) 

 7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 
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Wed 18th   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm  Mothers’ Union meeting 

 2.00 pm  Carols at Westbridge House 

 pm  St. Peter’s School in church 

  7.00 pm  Ladies’ Group Christmas Party 

 7.00 pm  Extra Choir Practice 

Thurs 19th  2.00 pm  Carols at Beech House 

Fri 20th    Parish News Deadline 

 pm   St. Peter’s School service 

Sat 21st     11.00 am  Lectio divina 
 

Sunday 22nd December - Advent 4 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 4.00 pm  Said Eucharist with hymns 
 

Tues 24th  Christmas Eve 

 6.30 pm  Carol Service 

 11.30 pm  Midnight Mass 

 

Wed 25th  Christmas Day 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Family Eucharist with Carols 

 

Sunday 29th December - Christmas 1 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 

Wed 1st 
Jan 2020 

9.30 am  Said Eucharist 
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Shoebox News 

Well it's certainly been another incredible year! A huge thank you to all 
our shoebox family for making it possible to send 1452 gifts of love from 
St. Mary's Church to children in Moldova. 

Thank you to all who have supported us by filling shoeboxes, knitting, 
sewing, sending us donations, organising and attending our fundraising 
events, promoting and encouraging us... you really are the most incredible 
team!  

It's now time for us to have a big clean out and clear up to prepare for 
next year’s appeal, therefore we will be closed for donations until the end 
of January.  

There are several significant changes which OCC UK are implementing for 
2020... please read these before you begin collecting or making items for 
next year. 

Once again, thank you from 
Shoebox HQ! 

Julia Wilson 

 

 

 

 

Father David with some of the 
shoeboxes he was about to bless 
this year. 
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Shoeboxes all loaded and ready to set off on their journey 
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St Peter’s Church from St Mary’s churchyard (6th November 2019) 

 

 
Barton Beck, and a spring of living water 
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St Mary’s Church reflected in a very full Barton Beck 

Photos on this and the facing page courtesy of Rev Gordon Plumb.  
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John Teanby demonstrates 
pottery skills to the Ladies’ Group 

Ready to cut the Shoebox 
cake after morning service 
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St Mary’s Ladies’ Group 

John Teanby from Louth is a potter who came to give us a demonstration 
of throwing pots. He explained that he was untrained, having started life 
as a seaman, then becoming a policeman before training as a teacher and 
ending up as a head in London before returning to Lincolnshire. He then 
turned to pottery, giving talks and demonstrations and opening classes at 
home. 

John brought his wheel and a selection of tools and batts on which to 
make a salt pot with an ingenious design of only one hole, and a pedestal 
pot. Using stoneware clay from Stoke-on-Trent he demonstrated how to 
put the clay centrally on the board and pull the spout and insides of the 
pots. The pedestal pot was made in two halves, each using different 
techniques and tools and then joined together. Finished pots would need 
to be fired, the first firing producing a bisque finish, but subsequent ones 
needing a glaze to harden and make food-safe and durable at a firing 
temperature of 1240 degrees. Colours can be added to the pots by 
painting on mineral oxides such as cobalt blue mixed with water. members 
were able to buy some of his finished products. 

Five ways to ‘get the best out of Christmas’ 

That time is nearly upon us, and it’ll creep up quickly. Here are five 
suggestions for making the best of our celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

1. Look forward 

It is so easy to see the very important concerns about food, cards, 
presents and parties overshadow the most important. Could you 
deliberately build in some time each day or each week during Advent to 
stop, calm yourself, and refocus? A Strange Christmas by Krish Kandiah is a 
great little book to help us prepare. 

2. Look around 

No doubt there will be some extra church activities going on over 
Christmas, but did you know that research has shown that 20% of people 
in Britain would be grateful for an opportunity to think about who Jesus 
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is? We have so often believed the lie that no-one is interested in our faith. 
So, seek the seekers, and invite them to something. Who do you know 
who is likely to be keen to find out more? 

3. Look outwards 

Deuteronomy 26 contains the instructions for celebrating the Jewish 
Harvest Festival, but built into the chapter are encouragements to 
remember the foreigners, widows and orphans in the land in their 
celebrations. Is there anyone you might include in your festivities, who 
might otherwise go without? 

4. Look again 

Part of Christmas is the repetition of readings, prayers and carols that we 
have been using since ‘the year dot’. Could you address the familiarisation 
by choosing to think more deeply about the words we’re using? Ask the 
Holy Spirit to give you one new insight into the Christmas story this year, 
or take maybe just one line from a carol and let it dwell in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

5. Look up 

When all the presents are wrapped and the sprouts peeled, take some 
time to reconnect with the wonder of it all, which can so easily get lost 
among the mundane. The God of the Universe, the King of Kings and Lord 
above all Lords stepped down into our world in the shape of a newborn 
baby so that we might know God and share the eternity of heaven, 
feasting at his table! Wow! What a tragedy if we miss that! 

Words prepared by the diocesan Mission Team. Don’t forget to look out for 
#FollowTheStar, the ‘national Advent and Christmas campaign’ with 
accompanying resources offered by the Church of England. 

A horse walks into a bar. The bartender says, “Hey!” The horse says, “Yes, 
please!” 

I’ve been saying “Mucho” to all of my Mexican friends. It means a lot to 
them. 
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From the Registers 

Baptisms:- 

Nov 10th Savannah NEWTON daughter of Linsey Margaret & David  
  John NEWTON 

Nov 24th Cobey Ryder Antony CLIPSON son of Sarah Louise & James 
William Tony CLIPSON 

Marriages:-  None in November 

Funerals:-  

Nov 12th Brian Leslie MUMBY 

Nov 25th Frank Monty BEAUMONT 

Nov 27th Robin William HEATH 

Church Flowers 

Donations for flowers in Church at 
Christmas have been received in loving 
memory of: 

Brian Petch 
John Wright 
Lena Sorfleet 
Reginald Sorfleet 
Basil Sorfleet 

 

 

Refreshments following the 9.30am 
All Saints Day service – a really good 
opportunity to talk and get to know 

each other! 
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Coventry Cathedral Welcome 

Coventry Cathedral prints this regularly on the front of service booklets. It 
has been widely reported and much appreciated. 

 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, 
widowed, straight, gay, questioning, well-heeled or down at heel. We 
especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers. 

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly 
to yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or 
just got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten 
years ago. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up 
yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-fit 
mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, 
vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or 
still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, are down in the 
dumps or don’t like ‘organised religion.’ (We’re not that keen on it either!) 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, 
don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because granny is visiting and wanted 
to come to the Cathedral. 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a 
special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion 
shoved down their throat as kids or got lost on the ring road and wound 
up here by mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters… 
and you! 
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A Ropewalk Christmas 

The Ropewalk’s popular Christmas Art Market, taking place over the 
weekend of December 7 and 8, will showcase the work of more than 40 
makers and artists. 

As always, the emphasis of this Art Market is on artist-made original 
artwork and on sale will be a host of ideas for Christmas gifts including 
jewellery, prints, paintings, handmade cards, ceramics, and woodwork.  

The first day of the Art Market also coincides with the opening day of The 
Ropewalk’s annual Studio Artists’ Show in the Artspace and the Christmas 
Show in Gallery One which gives further opportunities to purchase that 
extra special Christmas gift. 

The Art Market, that runs from 10am until 4pm on both days, also 
features a Cake Tombola with monies raised going towards The Ropewalk.  
Admission is free. 

At Ropery Hall, in addition to the monthly quiz night, this month held on 
Wednesday, December 4, quizmaster Daniel Dyson has also compiled a 
special Christmas edition to be held on Wednesday, December 18. 

Both quizzes start at 7.30pm and tickets cost £1.50 per person with a 
maximum of six people in a team. 

 

A pilgrimage to see the Oberammergau Passion Play 

The Oberammergau Passion Play is performed every 10 years by the local 
residents and community of the small German town. This pilgrimage will 
be an opportunity to reflect on the central events of the life of Jesus, and 
there will also be time spent at religious sites and the beautiful scenery of 
lakes and mountains. The cost is £1,595 per person sharing a twin-bedded 
room with private facilities. 

For more details and a booking form, please contact the Pilgrimage 
Administrator, Archdeacons' Office, Edward King House, Lincoln LN2 1PU 
(telephone: 01522 50 40 39). 
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Letters on Mission 

When you first join a church, one word which you hear a lot, but may not 
quite understand, is “mission”. 

The Cambridge English dictionary definition is: 

• an important job, especially a military one, that someone is sent 
somewhere to do; 

• any work that someone believes it is their duty to do; 

But if you look up “mission” on, for instance, the Diocese of Lincoln 
website it is much more vague. It talks about the size of the diocese and 
about “becoming a learning community”. 

So I did some reading, and I spoke to people in St Mary’s, and I think for 
me, the definition of “mission” in Christianity comes closer to “charity”, as 
used in the St James Bible, “love for your fellow humans” or just plain 
being nice to each other. Obviously, spreading the word of God has to be 
part of it, but in the first instance, being nice simply because of nothing in 
particular is a really good first step. 

For instance, offering a lift to someone about to walk home in the rain, 
inviting someone who is always on their own for a coffee, or explaining 
how the church building works for the community are all things we can 
easily do for others without stopping to think. And once you’re chatting, 
it’s much easier to broach the question of religion, and often you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised at how much you like the person you’re chatting with.  

I’m also very perturbed about the growth in anger in society – bullying, 
death threats to people who are only trying to help (e.g. MPs) – we in the 
church can counter this, and I think we should. 

What do you think? I’d love readers to write in with their thoughts on this. 
Just send a short few sentences, and I’ll start a Letters page, to help the 
discussion along. Don’t worry about stuff like grammar and spelling – I can 
sort that out. A Letters page can cover other topics as well, of course, but I 
thought this was a good place to start. 

Carol Thornton, Editor  



19 

 

South Bank Singers 
          in concert with 
Good Companye 

present 

 
 

Sunday 8 December 2019 
All Saints Church, Winterton 
7.30 pm 
Refreshments included 
Tickets £8  
from the Church or SBS members 
 
Enquiries 01652 618770 

Wilderspin School Museum 

Stories have always been a part of early childhood, and to end our 
commemoration of two hundred years of infant education in England 
we’re celebrating some of our best loved traditional children’s stories in 
Once Upon a Time – with displays and storytelling for the whole family to 
enjoy.  It continues until Sunday 22 December between 11am – 3pm on 
Thursdays-Sundays.  Admission for all ages is £3, and a family ticket for up 
to four is £10.  Our normal displays are closed until the New Year so plan a 
visit another time to see the historic schoolrooms. The Old School 
Canteen coffee shop is open as usual Thursdays-Sundays, 10am-4pm. 

Join the South Bank Players as they bring you their new family pantomime 
Dick Whittington performed at their home venue, the Joseph Wright Hall 
on Thursday 5th – Saturday 7th December.  Tickets are £8 adults & £5 
concessions and are available now through the South Bank Players 
website or via the Wilderspin National School Museum during opening 
hours (Thurs-Sun 10am-4pm). 



20 

 

Wordsearch 

A Wordsearch crammed with words for you to find over Christmas! 
 

B E J K V I S D R E H P E H S 

E S M A R Y U C E F R G L O S 

T N O G Y C E N S U S A X S I 

H E T S T J H R R Y M B T T M 

L C H H I H E R O D I R E S E 

E N E E V T B S N A H I R C O 

H I R E I E T Q U D P E Z H N 

E K X P T R Z I E S L L Y I Q 

M N B U A A B L M W Z O I L A 

H A K Q N Z A C M I J H G D N 

P R S M Y A S W A D D L I N G 

E F T M E N W P N U M C S Z E 

S S F J A E A D U J W A N L L 

O W I P E A C E E L C T V U S 

J Z G W B N X K L L E W O N N 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS 
NAZARETH 
SWADDLING 
SHEEP 
SHEPHERDS 
EMMANUEL 
BETHLEHEM 
JUDAEA 
HEROD 
MARY 

JOSEPH 
NOWELL 
ANGELS 
GABRIEL 
NATIVITY 
WISE  
MEN 
STAR 
JESUS 
CENSUS 

SIMEON 
GIFTS 
FRANKINCENSE 
GOLD 
MYRRH 
PEACE 
JOY 
MOTHER 
CHILD 
HOST 

Why should the number 288 never be mentioned? 
Because it’s two gross! 

What did the left eye say to the right eye? 
Between you and me, something smells! 


