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In (cautious) praise of singing Carols in November
Yes, I admit it, I'm a curmudgeonly old purist and wince when I hear 'Hark the
Herald Angels' blasting through the supermarket once the last Halloween mask's
been cleared off the shelves. Mind, you're more likely to hear 'I wish it could be
Christmas every Day', (except in Waitrose and other right-on chains where it's
more likely to be Band Aid's 'Do They Know It's Christmas?’.) The Church I went to
Up North held Evening Prayer and Benediction at 4pm on Christmas Day, and got
a congregation, partly because we'd not sung any carols before the previous
evening's Midnight Mass!
But.
I'm not suggesting that Church members should lard our worship with Christmas
carols as soon as we've got Remembrance Sunday sorted out. There is a rhythm, a
texture to the Church's year – reflected in the Lectionary we share with the
Methodist and RC Churches – and wiser heads than ours felt this was a good idea.
Rushing towards Christmas without our pondering the works of God which
prepare the way for it risk reducing 'Christ is Born' to 'The Baby Had A Birthday' (a
particularly fine poem by Cecily Taylor). The weeks of Advent are too precious a
time for us to rush headlong and unprepared into the Feast. However, maybe
there is something positive to be said for the unseasonal singing of Carols, despite
my purist bones.
Despite Tom Lehrer's satirical take on Christmas Carols ('God rest you merry
merchants, may you make the Yuletide pay' and 'Angels we have heard on high,
telling us, 'Go out and buy'’) the outbreak of carol concerts and community carol
singing from late November onward should be met with affirmation rather than
condemnation. Although the rush into 'Silent Night' may miss out on the dark
wonder of the Advent season, the week-by-week progression of the lighted
Advent candles and the haunting themes and melodies of (for example) 'O come,
O come Emmanuel', there lies hidden in the ancient and not-so-ancient carols in
the weeks before Christmas the sense of wonder, of hope and of yearning with
which the dawn of the light of Christ is greeted. And it's something which, under
all the schmaltz and sentiment, is not the property of Disney or Google or Tesco
(other businesses available) and is on offer free of charge to a weary world.
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Those of us for whom the Christian story (and its reflection in the Christian year)
feel to be coded in our DNA may well gain much from the light and dark of the
Christian cycle over the twelve months, and find in Advent something strange and
wonderful. But perhaps those who are not quite so at home with our rhythms and
subtleties may find within the pre-Christmas carolling some hint of the mystery of
our faith which helps them escape the dreary insistence of the adverts and catch a
glimpse of the hope and possibilities for our world which began in a disregarded
corner of the Roman Empire two thousand years since.
Fr David

Church heating update
By the time you read this, hopefully the heating in church will be working properly
again. However, that does not mean that we can discard coats and gloves, as, by
its very nature, the building will never be boiling hot. Too much hot air rises, and
I’m sure the clerestory windows will never get frozen.
The convector heaters have been cleaned out and vacuumed; several of them
were well and truly clogged up with many years of dust and muck, and in one
case, paper. Some of them also had their settings previously turned to “low”! This
work was done “in-house” by Dave Murray and Rob Smith, which saved us a
considerable sum of money. Thank you very much to them for all their labours.
The system has had chemicals put into it, and then the system was flushed
through. All convectors have been checked and found to be in working order. This
was done by a local firm, thus keeping all the work in the vicinity. The whole
project has come in under the budget we had set – which is good and means that
there is some spare towards the remainder of the work on the building. Thank
you to the two above mentioned gentlemen, Robert Jaggs-Fowler, Bob Patterson
and John French for their input during this process. The first Sunday after the
work was completed, people started to complain (mildly) that they were too hot!!
Alan
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Thank you from Jean
I do thank all who sent cards and offered such warm wishes on my birthday.
Also for the kind words on having to (reluctantly!) relinquish my seat in the
Sanctuary, with especial thoughts for fellow Servers for their generosity and
companionship.
Jean

Thank you from Guy
I would like to thank you all for your prayers and messages of good will after my
recent heart attack. The support has been very welcome and has made a
difference.
Guy Hobson

Traidcraft
Four weeks ago I heard that TRAIDCRAFT, with regret, have decided to stop
trading after Christmas. This was a huge surprise as we at St. Mary’s have been
working with TRAIDCRAFT for 34 years.
TRAIDCRAFT started 39 years ago. They were the first to start Fare Trade, they
introduced fair trade into our supermarkets that made people think about where
their food comes from. They have helped 300,000 people a year to improve their
lives by trade, to build a better future for their families. Please pray for them at
this hard time. The charity side of TRAIDCRAFT is stepping in as much as they can.
TRAIDCRAFT EXCHANGE will still carry on helping communities through projects.
Their latest project, WHO PICKED MY TEA? has already had some results. Two of
the six large companies have revealed where they buy their tea, which is a good
start. It is still going on, so please send a card. Information is still in church.
Thank you for your support over the years.
Penny
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Letter from the Bishop of Lincoln
November was a time of remembrance. The Feast of All Saints, the Feast of All
Souls, and we also remembered the end of the First World War.
There was not a single family in Britain, France and Germany unacquainted with
grief; nor a corner of life unaffected. I was in Boston Stump for a festival of
remembrance that included several exhibits about the impact of the war on the
lives of the people of Boston.
For me the most graphic image was a street map of Boston in 1918 on which a
black dot had been placed on each house where a family member had died in that
conflict. Boston was much smaller then, but there was hardly a house without one
or more dots – 200 in all.
Rather than people returning to a land fit for heroes, the soldiers who returned
came home to unemployment and to a nation that did not show gratitude to
those who fought for it. We have begun to learn this lesson.
War also led us to understand the nature of God in a different way.
During the war itself and in the decades that followed we uncovered something
new in our understanding of God. Put simply: if God is loving and all-powerful,
how could evil be allowed to flourish on this devastating scale? And why would
we continue to trust in a God indifferent to our fate?
One person who wrestled with these questions was Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy.
He was an army chaplain who earned the nickname Woodbine Willie for handing
out cigarettes to the troops at the same time as copies of the New Testament.
Woodbine Willie insisted on being on the front line with the troops whenever he
could. Those battlefield experiences forced him to confront depths of evil and
suffering which few of us will ever see.
Having entered the war with a secure faith in God and an abstract notion of evil,
he ended it being absolutely certain of the existence of evil as a real force at work
in the world. The challenge, then, was to find a way to reconcile all that he had
seen in the trenches with the existence of a God who was worth believing in.
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For Woodbine Willie, hope came with an understanding that God was no longer
the almighty force of his pre-war understanding, able to prevent humans from
harming one another if he so chose. Instead, God was present in the heat of
battle, suffering along with humanity, in the intolerable conditions of the
trenches, in the endless slaughter of young lives. God was characterised not by
force and power, but by love; no longer remote from all that was going on, but
intimately connected with it and suffering through it.
God has planted in each one of us the greatest potential for love; and yet, evil
exists and because evil often expresses itself in violence it has to be confronted
with force and violence, whether between nations or within a nation.
After the war, despite everything he had seen, Woodbine Willie was able to write,
‘The universe is as an “unfinished movement” in which the underlying melody is
love.’
The God we believe in brings love out of hate; light out of darkness; justice out of
oppression; good out of evil; life out of death. This is our God, and his name is
Love. Our acts of remembrance during November helped us to prepare for the
season of advent as we remember the first coming of Christ and prepare for his
second coming. To remember helps us to be mindful of what it means for Christ to
be born in us today.
With every blessing,
+Christopher

Dates for December
Sunday 2nd

Advent Procession by candlelight 6pm

Sunday 16th

Christingle Service 4pm

Monday 24th

Carol Service 6.30pm; Midnight Mass 11.30pm

Tuesday 25th 8am Christmas day said Eucharist; 9.30am Christmas day
Family Eucharist with carols.
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From the Registers
Baptisms
Nov 25th

Annabelle Vivienne Rose FAULKNER daughter of Kirsty Jane
Jessica GOULDTHORPE & Alex FAULKNER
Lily-Marie WILKERSON daughter of Charlotte Louise & Steven
Gary WILKERSON

Marriages

- None in November

Funerals Nov 1st
Nov 16th

Brenda WALKER
Val PETCHELL

Church Flowers
Donations for flowers in Church have been received in loving
memory of:Ruth & Jack Lawrence
Tom Phillipson
Nicola Phillipson
Wendy Broddley
Paul Thornton

Answers to Dingbats
These are the answers, but you still have to work out which is the answer to
which!
I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas
Past three o’clock
In Dulci Jubilo

The First Noel
Rockin’ around the Christmas Tree
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The Mission to Seafarers
CHRISTMAS GIFTS – LAST DATE - for receiving items will
be Wednesday 5th December. The plan is to get presents
wrapped on Saturday 8th December so that they can be
distributed to the seafarers on their ships in the run up to
Christmas.

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP? – Jake and I are looking for volunteers who would like to
assist with the ‘big wrap’ at the Seafarer’s centre in Immingham docks. We are
planning the wrap for between 3pm and 6pm, along with festive refreshments for
all present!
If you are interested to know more, see or call Ivan for the information.
Contact details: Fr. Ivan – 07739316019, 01652 781491, e mail:
ivan.howitt@me.com
I am so grateful for your ongoing support, many blessings.
Ivan

Singers wanted for Christmas!
A Barton on Humber choir is still looking for more carol singers.
While there has been a good response, there is still room for more to join in –
come and sing alongside our regular 4-part harmony choir, as the unison choir
singing the tune! It’s fun, you learn techniques and you feel better after a good
sing-along!
New County Choir meets on Wednesdays (7.30pm to 9.30pm) at Trinity Methodist
Church, Holydyke (enter up the ramp at the side of the building and follow the
sound!). Just turn up and start singing – you’ll soon find out if you enjoy yourself.
And, of course, if you do enjoy yourself you would be very welcome to join the
regular choir after Christmas.
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A Country Christmas 1953
Christmas 1953: we are living in a small village in Kent. Our cottage is in a leafy
lane near the church. The cottage is a picture box cottage with sliding sash
windows and a pergola with roses tumbling down in the summer. Winter has
come and Christmas is near. At school we had our Christmas party and our school
concert. Our Christmas tea was served in the hall and the tables were laden with
sandwiches and cakes with
jelly and blancmange. At
home we had been busy
decorating the house and
our living room was
decorated with paper
chains, a small Christmas
tree and lots of Christmas
cards from relatives and
friends away. The log fire
made the room bright and
cheery. Excitement grew as
Christmas Eve drew near.
On Christmas Eve I asked my Mum and Dad if I could go to Midnight Mass. After
much discussion it was agreed that I could go. My dad stayed behind with my
brother and I set off with my mother and my two sisters and our neighbours,
carrying our torches as it was a mile and a half down a country lane. The air was
cold and frosty and you could see a sky full of stars and imagine the Wise Men and
the Shepherds following the star to Bethlehem.
At last we came to the Mass Centre and the light shone through the windows.
When we went inside we gazed upon a wonderful scene. Candles were
everywhere and by the Altar was a crib. The priest came in and the Eucharist
began. We sang “O come all ye faithful”. There was the smell of incense in the air.
Finally the last carol came and we said our goodbyes and Happy Christmas to
everyone, then walked home full of Christmas joy.
Home at last, we had a welcome drink of cocoa and a mince pie and went to bed.
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Awakening in the morning to the sound of Church bells ringing, the smell of the
Christmas chicken and roasting vegetables drifted upstairs as we rushed down to
wish everyone a happy Christmas and opened our presents.
I had a “Girl” Annual, a drawing book and some coloured pencils. My brother had
a car and a “Beano” Annual. Stockings were filled with some tangerines and some
nuts. Small gifts were given to Mum and Dad and my sisters and brother. The
table was set with the best china and some candles. We then sat down to a
wonderful Christmas dinner. After dinner we sat and listened to the Queen’s
Speech. Teatime was followed by games and charades.
In the Evening we sat round the fire singing songs telling stories and singing songs.
Finally the day came to the end and we went upstairs, happy and contented, as
the church clock chimed on Christmas Day in the country.
Ann Chapman

Christmas Scrambled
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Shoebox News
Wow, what a fantastic year we’ve had! Thank you so much to all who have
supported us by filling shoeboxes, knitting, sewing, sending us donations,
attending our fundraising events, promoting our work and encouraging us. We
were delighted to have been able to send over 1900 shoeboxes from St. Mary’s
Church… an amazing total from an amazing community effort. This year our boxes
will be sent to Romania.
We are now closed for donations (we desperately need to have a good spring
clean whilst stock levels are low) until the New Year, so please could you hang on
to any donations for next years’ boxes until January.
OCC UK have recently announced that from 2019, toothpaste and sweets will no
longer be allowed in shoeboxes due to the customs regulations in receiving
countries… I know that some of you start buying items early, so please be aware
of these changes!
We are now turning our attention to preparing gifts for local children through our
Barton Christmas Boxes scheme… information for this is available at the back of
the Church. If you’d like to donate any gifts towards this appeal please could you
place them in our
collection box by
10th December.
Thank you so much
to all who have
given gifts so far.
Julia Wilson
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A wall of shoeboxes, newly blessed, awaiting collection.

And a shoebox cake, for all to
enjoy after the service.
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The cutting of the cake!

And they’re on their way to Romania!
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December Diary
Sat 1st Dec

10.00 am

Operation Christmas Child
Christmas Fair
OCC Bingo

2.00 pm
Sunday 2nd December - Advent Sunday
8.00 am
9.30 am
2.30 pm
6.00 pm
Mon 3rd

Thurs 6th
Fri 7th

9.30 am
9.30 am
1.30 pm
9.30 am
10.15 am
All day
6.00 pm
6.00 pm

Sat 8th

11.00 am

Tues 4th
Wed 5th

Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Service at The Willows
Advent Procession
Toddler Time
Deanery Chapter (Broughton)
Shoebox group (Hall)
Said Eucharist (MU Corporate)
Diary meeting (Vicarage)
Ladies’ Group outing
Building the Christmas Tree
Prayers before the Blessed
Sacrament
Lectio Divina

Sunday 9th December- Advent 2
8.00 am
9.30 am
2.00 pm
4.00 pm

Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Baptisms
Said evening prayer

Mon 10th
Wed 12th
Thurs 13th
Fri 14th
Sat 15th

Toddler Time
Said Eucharist
Carols at Eagle House
Said Eucharist
Lectio Divina

9.30 am
9.30 am
2.30 pm
9.00 am John of the Cross
11.00am
15

Sunday 16th December - Advent 3
8.00 am
9.30 am
4.00 pm
Mon 17th

9.30 am
2.30 pm
7.00 pm

Tues 18th
Wed 19th

7.00 pm
9.30 am
1.30 pm
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
7.00pm
7.00 pm
10.30 am
1.30 pm
2.30 pm

Thurs 20th

Sat 22nd

11.00 am

Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Christingle service

Toddler Time
Carols at The Willows
Carols at Victoria House
Home Communions this week
Said Eucharist
Said Eucharist
Bowmandale School service
Mothers’ Union
Carols at Beech House
Ladies’ Group Christmas event
Extra Choir Practice
Castledyke School service
St. Peter’s School service
Carols at Westbridge House
Parish News Deadline
Lectio Divina

Sunday 23rd December - Advent 4
8.00 am
9.30 am
11.30 am
6.00 pm
Mon 24th

Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Baptisms
Said Eucharist with hymns

6.30 pm Christmas Eve
11.30 pm
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Carol Service
Midnight Mass

Tues 25th

8.00 am Christmas Day
9.30 am

Said Eucharist
Family Eucharist

Wed 26th

9.30 am Stephen, Deacon,
Martyr

Said Eucharist

Sunday 30th December - Christmas 1
8.00am
9.30 am
4.00 pm

Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Said Evening Prayer

A Tale of Two Statistics
'Statistics For Mission' is the sort of report title only to appeal to the enthusiast,
along with such other giants of popular appeal as 'Chickenwire: the definitive
guide' or 'Aztec crochet patterns.' Nevertheless, for those prepared to wade
through its 50-some pages of graphs and data, it is a place of instruction.
Returns go in annually from each parish recording attendance at Easter and
Christmas, the average attendance on a Sunday, the number of Christenings,
funerals and weddings and so on and so forth. This is the raw information used to
compile the report. Parishes are also asked to give details about what projects
they're engaged in – do they run a food bank? Is there a playgroup? Do they work
with the homeless? And it's once we begin to put these two halves of the report
together that we see two clear messages coming out.
First, unsurprisingly, is a continuous story of fewer and fewer people engaging
with the Church of England in any way at all, told in terms of marriages, funerals,
Christenings and attendance. It's a pattern replicated across all dioceses – Lincoln
has lost about 10% of its worshippers between 2010 and 2017 and we're far from
the worst 'performer'. Sooner or later, without radical change, better giving or
deep cuts the books will stop balancing (it's already happened in some places).
The situation is not good, and without a lot of hard work on mission (to ourselves
as well as to others), things will be unsustainable inside 5 years. Cuts are always
popular, of course, (as long as they don't affect us) but the disastrous impact of
the 'New Era' cuts to ministry around here show up starkly in the figures.
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But the second statistic may come as a surprise. 80% of parishes were involved in
some sort of social outreach project: 49% of churches ran at least one social
action project (13,000 projects in total); an additional 7% of churches hosted at
least one project; an additional 8% of churches carried out at least one project in
partnership with other organisations. An additional 15% of churches supported at
least one project in other ways. One way and another well over 30,000
community projects, from toddler groups to foodbanks would either not exist or
find it harder going without the involvement of the Church of England. (At St
Mary's we run at least one, host at least two, are in partnership with at least
another two and support a dozen or so at a meaningful level (the Hospice, for
example).) No doubt similar stories could be told of other denominations.
So where's all this going? Well, two thoughts to reflect on. One is this – when folk
accuse us 'churchy' types of being out for our own interests, or a blight on the
world, or irrelevant, ask them which of the projects they'd like to do without, or
will take on in our stead. The second is more challenging: whether Church makes
people community-minded, or community-minded people are more likely to
attend Church, if our ageing, declining churches do die, where will our
communities be left? I hear no stampede of secular feet hastening to plug the
gap.....
Fr David

Three Kinds of Gifts
We are all well acquainted with the gifts from the Three Kings, and the shepherds
may have brought a lamb, but can you recall the first line of the Christmas carol
which has in it:
“but only his mother
worshipped the Belovèd
with a kiss.”?
Furthermore, do you know who wrote the words of that carol which has in it the
unique mention of that kiss?
D B Robinson
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Ladies Group
Our first speaker of the month was Phil White, a Radio Humberside presenter and
producer, who told us how he had joined the BBC, starting with Radio Nottingham
and after a spell with Viking Radio came to Hull in 2002. He explained how lucky it
is to have a modern building like Queen's Gardens where all the facilities are
under the same roof and studios are well-equipped. Local services face many
problems for the future as audience preferences change with fewer people
listening and watching live and younger people using different providers, making a
financial problem for the BBC. Some programmes are being centralised in Leeds
but during the City of Culture year the afternoon show was broadcast from a bus,
doing 210 shows in different parts of the region. Look North is the most watched
local bulletin in the country, and we were regaled with humorous tales from
behind the scenes. Although local radio still has a place in our society, Phil felt
that podcasts are the way forward and that they will encourage and develop new
talent and enable new presenters to gain valuable skills.

Pauline Chapman and Jill Fraser, joint leaders of St. MARY'S LADIES GROUP with Phil
White, a presenter with Radio Humberside who gave an insight into working at the BBC.
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Film Matinees at Ropery Hall
Enjoy a good film but don’t want to leave the warmth of your home on a cold
winter’s Thursday evening? Why not pop along to Ropery Hall and enjoy a
Thursday afternoon film matinee made possible by the Tesco Bags of Help
scheme.
Screening at 2pm the admission price is just £3 and that includes a hot drink.
This month features Alan Bennett’s Lady in the Van (December 6) starring Dame
Maggie Smith and if you really want to get into the Christmas spirit Elf on
December 20.
In January the matinee films are the American thriller North by Northwest starring
Cary Grant (January 17), Casablanca starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid
Bergman (January 24) and Joel and Ethan Coen’s Fargo on January 31.

Christmas Dingbats
Dingbats are puzzles which represent the answer, either as a word puzzle or as a
picture. The answers to these are all Christmas carols or songs.
DULJUBILOCI

YULETIDE

15.15

ABCDEFGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
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News from the Wilderspin museum
There’s lots happening at the Wilderspin complex this December! Normal services
at the museum will cease after the Christmas Festival, (but not the Old School
Canteen, which will continue as normal) until Christmas, while we present:
A Dickensian Christmas
Thursday - Sunday until Sunday 16 December, 11am – 3pm
The words and books of Charles Dickens will transform the whole museum into a
Dickensian Extravaganza creating a feast of magical, Victorian life as described in
Nicholas Nickleby, A Christmas Carol, and David Copperfield, and many
more. Adult price during this period will be £5. Children and concessions
£2.50. Our usual displays will resume on 20 December.
Snow White & the 6 ½ Dwarfs
Friday 7 – Saturday 8 December, Joseph Wright Hall (first floor auditorium),
7.30pm
A new pantomime by the South Bank Players to put you in the Christmas spirit!
Christmas with Steptoe and Son
Sunday 16 December, Joseph Wright Hall (first floor auditorium), 7.30pm
Christmas simply wouldn’t be Christmas without a visit to catch up with the
nation’s favourite rag-and-bone-men and indulge in some classic, festive
misadventures! Albert and Harold – united by blood, divided over everything else
– seem doomed to spend Christmas in each other’s company at 26 Oil Drum Lane.
But Harold has his flights of fancy while Albert, of course, has other ideas… Who
wouldn’t want to spend Christmas as Mrs. Clifford’s B&B in Bognor Regis
anyway??
A Christmas Cardio
Friday 14 December, Joseph Wright Hall (first floor auditorium), 7.30pm
A heart attack, Ebenezer Scrooge, the NHS, and a couple of squirrels feature in
this new heart-warming seasonal play by Theatre on the Edge in support of the
Daisy Appeal raising funds for Molecular Imaging Research Centre for PET CT
scanning . Admission is free but a donation for the Daisy Appeal is much
encouraged!
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Winter opening times start 1 Dec (11am-3pm) except for The Old School Canteen,
which remains as 10am - 4pm. The School Museum and Old School Canteen close
on Sunday 23 December and reopen on Thursday 3 January.

Barton Civic Society
Barton Civic Society will be celebrating its fiftieth anniversary in 2019.
Next year's programme starts on 18 January with the first of our special
anniversary-themed events - Recommend Reading. Barton has had more
publications published about it than most towns of a similar size. This panel
discussion includes local researchers and authors who will discuss the historical
period in the town's past which has interested them most, and they will reveal
their favourite Barton read. Panellists will include Dr. John Ball, landscape
historian Richard Clarke and local historian Geoff Bryant.

Answers to Christmas Scrambled
ANGELS, BELLS, CAROLS, CHESTNUTS,CHRISTMAS
TREE, CRACKERS, DONKEY, FRANKINCENSE, GIFTS,
GOLD, HOLLY, MANGER, MERRY, MYRRH, NOEL,
ROBIN, SCROOGE, SHEPHERDS, SNOWMAN, STAR,
STREAMERS
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A Warning from the Health and Safety Inspectorate
Anyone planning to dash through the snow in a one horse open sleigh, going over
the fields and laughing all the way is advised that a Risk Assessment will be
required addressing the safety of an open sleigh for members of the public. This
assessment must also consider whether it is appropriate to use only one horse for
such a venture, particularly where there are multiple passengers. Please note that
permission must also be obtained in writing from landowners before their fields
may be entered.
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