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Small is Beautiful
I have a deep fondness for the so-called Jurassic Coast of Dorset, and so it was
with keen anticipation that I tuned into the BBC4 broadcasts from that part of the
world. I admit that the hearty 'gosh-isn't-it-amazing' style of presentation did
nothing for me and the content of three evenings would perhaps have made one
decently adult hour's viewing (though I always was a miserable old so-and-so), but
there were one or two moments of pure delight.
One in particular was the discovery by a primary school girl of a fossil fish in a
lump of limestone. It had betrayed its presence only by a few scales visible on the
outside and her mother had all-but-dismissed her daughter's enthusiasm before
lugging the rock up to be inspected by someone who knew their stuff and who
persuaded the piece of blue lias to give up its secret.
Now I don't know about you, but most of the time I'm more like the mother than
the daughter – rushing on to the next thing, dismissing stuff as insignificant and
generally missing remarkable things simply because they're not obvious at first
glance. So as we enter the (allegedly) quieter waters of August, perhaps it's not a
bad time to take a step back from the rush (and let's face it, many a holiday can
be a non-stop dash from here to there to somewhere else, especially if there's a
tour guide involved) and look for the wonders which are easily missed in the
search for the big and the noisy.
Early August sees the feast day of Jean Vianney, perhaps better known as the Curé
d'Ars, parish priest of an insignificant French village about 150 years ago.
Dismissed as too dim for an important parish, he concentrated on the little things
and the little lives of the little folk around him — and his attention to the small
wonders in the souls of those around him led to him being sought by thousands as
their spiritual advisor.
If we do get time to ease the throttle back these next few weeks, then, whether
we follow the Jurassic Coast and the BBC or a French parish priest of the mid
nineteenth century, it's an opportunity for us to rediscover the small and yet
significant, in ourselves, in the world around us and in others. Best of all, it's free –
and you can even do it when it's raining.
Fr David
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SEAFARER UPDATE & Sea Sunday notice
Many grateful thanks for the ongoing donations to the
Seafarer box at the back of Church.
These have been SO well received on board the ships I
visit. Even in the warm weather, the use of a cool box
and insulated lunch box, I have managed to avoid any
‘melts’!
Other commitments meant I have been unable to have a sea themed service
during July, HOWEVER – with Fr. David’s blessing I am going to make the
morning services on Sunday 12th August sea themed. In other words
SEA SUNDAY AT ST MARY’S will be Sunday 12th August: 8am and 9.30am.
One recent example of the need for our ship visits involved a big ship, M/V Key
Journey. I visited this ship early July and was welcomed aboard. During coffee and
chocolate distribution the Captain came over for ‘a quiet word’. ‘Father, would
you bless our ship please!’ I wasn’t exactly dressed, but with some quick thinking
by Jake, the Port Welfare Officer, appropriate items were found to enable this to
proceed.
The captain then told me the reason for the request. Recently they had a member
of crew die on the ship. This had affected the whole crew, and the captain, with
the crew’s permission, had asked for the blessing. I went around the ship with the
captain and some crew, blessing the bridge, accommodation and communal
areas. A special request was made to bless the Hospital room and bed, and the
crew man’s room.
One could write a long article on ‘blessing’ things, but that is not for now, just to
say, that on this occasion it felt a right and appropriate thing to do. The crew were
so grateful, and I felt humbled as a priest to be able to help the crew at a difficult
time.
If you are free to come along on 12th August I would be delighted to see you!
Many Blessings - Fr. Ivan Howitt
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St. Mary's Ladies' Group
Our group visited St. Peter's Church under the expert guidance of Geoff Bryant
who told us much of the history of the Saxon church. As the town developed in
the C11th there was a need for a large church to make a statement and the land
was cleared and materials bought from York: that was mainly Roman features such
as windows and Millstone Grit for lintels and decorative features.
Barrow and Barton were given to Peterborough Abbey to refound after the Viking
raids and they sold off the two parishes, building the new church to complement
the Saxon one, with two belfries and a tower to copy the earlier style. After a tour
around the church we looked inside to see the evidence of Roman workmanship.
Gill Dear

Barton Civic Society
Our annual trip this year is to Epworth on Wednesday
15th August – a hidden gem in North Lincolnshire.
The trip includes a guided tour of Epworth Old
Rectory, home of Methodism and the Wesleys, and a
guided walk around the town to discover more links
with the Wesleys, including St. Andrew’s Church which
is undergoing phased restoration using a Heritage
Lottery grant and now houses the Epworth Heritage Centre. Alternatively, you can
use this time to explore the town’s quaint shops or find a great place to eat.
Tickets cost £20 for adults and £15 for children. To book telephone (01652)
635172 or pop in to the Wilderspin School Museum Thursday Sunday 10am-4pm.
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Activities at The Ropewalk
A whole range of activities with an environmental theme await young people in
Barton during the summer holidays.
From Wednesday, August 1 the children’s art charity ST-ART has a host of
workshops lined up from making a hedgehog house, a bug house, and a wooden
trinket box to sewing an apron. There’s also a baking day, a painting day and the
chance to make your own lampshade.
For those who want to take the workshops a step further
ST-ART co-ordinator Janine Knight is running an Arts Award
Explore in a week from Monday, August 13 to Friday
August 17 when the programme includes building a home
for bees and learn about bee friendly planting and how to
attract them into your garden. Bird feeders will also be
made and there will be the chance to learn how to create
habitats that attract different kinds of wildlife as well as to
find out about The Ropewalk as an organisation and record all work in a portfolio
to receive an Arts Award certificate from Trinity College London in association with
Arts Council England. Those taking part must attend for the full week and bring a
packed lunch with them.





All workshops last a full day so please bring a packed lunch with you.
Most of the workshops involve paint and glue so please wear suitable
clothing.
All workshops require booking in advance please contact janine@theropewalk.co.uk 01652 660380 places are limited so book early!
All workshops take place at The Ropewalk, Maltkiln Road, Barton-uponHumber DN18 5JT in the Art Room towards the north end of the building.

Full details of timings and costs and the suitable ages for the workshops can be
found on http://start.the-ropewalk.co.uk/
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Another win for the Barton ringers

On Monday 2 July 2018 the Northern Branch of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild of
Church Bellringers' annual 6-bell striking contest was held at the church of St Peter
and St Paul, Middle Rasen. Teams were entered from Barton-on-Humber, Grimsby,
Market and Middle Rasen, and Tealby and Claxby.
The Barton St Mary's team, conducted by Andy Bennett, rang as their test piece
240 changes of Plain Bob Doubles

Treble - Rose Lennon

4 - Linda Howden

2 - Geoff Bryant

5 - Andy Bennett

3 - Jenny Bennett

Tenor - Donald Kitching

The judge, Caitlin Meyer from Alford, awarded the winner's shield to the Barton St
Mary's team, Grimsby were placed second, Market and Middle Rasen third and
Tealby and Claxby fourth.
This repeats Barton's win in 2017.
Geoff Bryant
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Church Treasures across the Humber – An East Yorkshire church crawl
It all began over coffee in the church hall after a Wednesday morning Eucharist.
Gavin Chapman and I began to talk about the remarkable group of churches either
built or rebuilt by two successive members of the Tatton Sykes baronets of
Sledmere in East Yorkshire, and Peter Large and Amy Dubois became very
interested, so much so that a trip to see some of those within striking distance
was proposed. June 12th was the chosen date and Gavin, who knew the churches
from long acquaintance would be our driver.
The Sykes baronets, especially Sir Tatton Sykes II, the fifth baronet, (1826-1913)
restored or built many churches in the East Riding, Sir Tatton II himself financing
work on 17 churches, making him the greatest 19th century church builder. His
father, Sir Tatton Sykes I, the fourth baronet (1772-1863) who died in 1863, was
also heavily involved in restoring and rebuilding churches. In fact many churches
received work financed by both baronets. These Sykes churches are in their own
way outstanding examples of nineteenth-century church building or re-building
and decoration. They employed some of the leading architects and stained glass
firms of the day, and have become a tourist attraction in their own right. In
today’s terms many millions of pounds were spent by the Sykes on this work –
over £60,000 was spent by Sir Tatton Sykes II on building and furnishing St Mary,
Sledmere alone between 1893-8. Interestingly, however, when you examine the
dates of the Sykes churches you will note that no work was done during the
1880’s, the period of an agricultural depression when the income from the
Sledmere estate would have been considerably reduced. But it began again in the
1890’s, using Temple Lushington Moore, who laid the foundation of his
distinguished architectural career in the East Riding and doing a lot of work for Sir
Tatton II. Two leaflets have been produced by the East Yorkshire Historic Churches
Trust detailing southern and northern Sykes Churches trails. We opted to visit five
churches on the southern trail - churches at Bishop Wilton, Thixendale, Sledmere,
Garton-on-the-Wolds and Kirkburn. We managed it, though the visit to Kirkburn
was a bit rushed.
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We saw examples of Norman churches restored and given lavish decoration and
stained glass – St Edith, Bishop Wilton, St Michael Garton-on-the-Wolds and
Kirkburn all falling into this category. Bishop Wilton was given a wonderful marble
mosaic floor based on one in the Vatican to a design by Temple Moore, a splendid
and richly carved Norman doorway, and splendid stained glass by Clayton & Bell, a
leading stained glass firm produced during their best early period. The wonderful
east window is partly obscured, sadly, by a large reredos which is a copy of a
Bruges painting in the museum at Cologne. Not that the reredos is bad – simply
that it obscures a window designed by J.L. Pearson, the architect in charge of the
restoration in the late 1850’s, and architects did not often design the windows for
their churches. At the end of the century Temple Moore designed the elaborate
and splendid font. We spent a long time here and could have spent longer. The
church sits to the north-east of Main Street, which runs on either side of the
stream running through the village.
Another Norman church restored by J.L. Pearson for Sir Tatton Sykes I
between1856 and 1858 was St Michael: Garton-on-the-Wolds was our first postlunch visit. Pearson reconstructed the chancel and the south doorway. But the
most striking feature of the church came later in 1872 when Sir Tatton II employed
the architect G. E. Street to furnish the church and he used Clayton & Bell to cover
the walls with paintings and to provide jewel-like stained glass. The great art
historian, Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, founder of the “Buildings of England” guides, was
emphatic that the wall paintings, then in poor state, must be conserved at all
costs, When he died a substantial sum was raised and the conservation work done
as a memorial to him. They are quite stunning.
The third Norman church, St Mary Kirkburn, was restored by J. L. Pearson for Sir
Tatton I in 1856-7. It has a spectacular Norman doorway, a Norman chancel arch
and a rather rustic Norman font carved with figures, including what looks like a cat
with a mouse. This was our last visit of the day.
After visiting Bishop Wilton we went to see St Mary Thixendale, designed by G. E.
Street, the architect of the Royal Courts of Justice in the Strand in London. He not
only designed the church, but also a vicarage, a school (now used as a village hall)
and the school house – a fine and important group of buildings. Street was a
leading figure in the Victorian Gothic revival and he designed St Mary’s as an
aisled church built in the style of the thirteenth-century and with stained glass by
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Clayton & Bell and Burlison & Grylls. The Creation window is probably the finest of
the glass.
From Thixendale we travelled then to St Mary Sledmere, the home church of the
Sykes family and it was built for Sir Tatton Sykes II between 1893 and 1898 at a
total cost of at least £60,000 to designs by Temple Moore. Built of Whitby stone,
with a red sandstone interior which is richly carved, the church has fine stained
glass by Burlison & Grylls and H. V. Milner. During WWI Sir Mark Sykes formed the
Waggoners Reserve drawn from men who drove farm wagons on the Wolds farms.
He argued they would be better employed putting these skills to use for the army
in France than serving in the infantry. A remarkable illuminated book about their
service was later produced and is to be seen in the church. We then had a leisurely
lunch (and a very good one) in the Sledmere House cafeteria.

[The intrepid travellers Gordon, Amy and Peter,
taken by Gavin]

So ended a fascinating,
informative and hugely
enjoyable church crawl in
East Yorkshire. We hope to
go to see other churches at
a later date, and would
encourage anyone who has
not been to go and see
these treasures just across
the water!
Gordon Plumb
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1. The Mosaic floor at Bishop Wilton.

2. Window detail from Bishop Wilton
– showing the miraculous haul of fish.

3. Creation window at Thixendale by
Clayton & Bell.
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4. An illustration from the Waggoners Reserve book at
Sledmere showing waggoners working on a Wolds farm.

5. A detail of the Garton wall paintings in the chancel
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Some members of St. MARY'S LADIES GROUP enjoying a lovely day out at Newby
Hall near Ripon.

Beryl Crompton enjoying the gardens at Newby Hall on the St. MARY'S LADIES
GROUP outing.
12

Tina bellringing
for her first wedding.

MU members at Grimsby Minster at the Triennial Diocesan Festival
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- WHO PICKED MY TEA?

In the UK we drink 165 million cups
of tea a day. But few of us know
about the people behind the tea.
Unsafe work conditions, poverty
wages and appalling living
conditions. That’s the reality for
tea workers in Assam India who
pick the tea that goes into most
popular British brands.
The big tea brands know about this but aren't doing enough about it. It’s time for
a change, and it starts with a simple question: Who picks my tea?

Facts:




1 in 3 people in Assam live below the national poverty line.
Women are 30 times more likely to die in childbirth there than in the UK.
More than one third of India’s child trafficking cases originate in Assam.

The Big Six: PG Tips 18.%; Twinings 17.6%; Yorkshire 10.8%; Tetley 13.4%; Typhoo
4.%; Clipper 3.6% are the companies that Traidcraft are working on.
What can we do? Please write to the tea companies that supply your tea and ask
them to look after the tea pickers with good living conditions and a fair wage.
They are aware of the conditions in which the workers work and live.
Meanwhile, please remember that I sell a selection of teas from Traidcraft that
make sure the workers are treated fairly.
Penny
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Seventy years ago, British armed forces were still in Singapore sorting out the
aftermath of war. This seems an appropriate time for this poem of the time.

Guard Duty – Singapore 1948
Last Turn
Plumes of fragile mystery, streaming high above
Soft painted by the fire of coming dawn:
Away to the West, aroused from rest,
The blue haze flees before the light.
And there to the North a towering cloud
Boils heavenward in the growing light;
Like an Atlas freed from his misdeed
And the dull weight of the World.
Dawn’s light creeps South o’er Java’s Seas,
New colour floods the heaving swells,
And flying fish glide endlessly, lost sailors’ spirits wand’ring free
Unto the end of time.
Then, to the East, e’en as I gaze,
The Sun bursts from the rim of Earth
Painting each leaf a wond’rous green:
Some magic bestows upon the scene a fleeting glimpse of Eden.
J.D.W.
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Wilderspin National School
We are proud to have received a Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in
recognition of the amazing work our volunteers do to maintain the site and run
the museum. If you’ve got some time and would like to meet new friends why not
join our award winning team? Call in any time, ring (01652) 635172 or visit
www.wilderpsinschool.org.uk.

Classroom Crafts
Thursdays 26 July, 2, 9, and 16 August, 1pm-3pm (please book). Children aged 513 can try out crafts their parents or grandparents will recall in our popular weekly
sessions.
£4 per single session or £3.50 per multiple sessions. Children under 8 must be
accompanied by an adult. Tel (01652) 635172 to book.

Classroom Crafts Taster
Thursday 23 August, 1pm-3pm
Pop in and try one of the crafty activities anytime. Booking not required. Children
under 8 must be accompanied by an adult. £2.

Operation Christmas Child
In a change to our original plan (which was published in last months’ Parish News),
our Summer Fair and Bingo are now going to be held on Saturday 18th August
(Fair 10:00 – 12:00, Bingo eyes down 2pm). Our Summer Fair will also feature a
‘Best Decorated Sun Hat’ competition, so dust off those hats and let your
creativity run wild!
During August we will be setting up a display and information table at the back of
the Church – please feel free to have a look and help yourself to resources.
Our collection calendar items for this month are small toys and musical
instruments…we are also in need of soap, small hairbrushes / combs and pens. A
big thank you to all who continue to donate items, our total number of packed
shoeboxes currently stands at 600!
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From the Registers
Baptisms:July 22nd
Billy Ian WALKER son of Sarah Mary & Andrew Philip WALKER
Mason James BENNETT son of Suzanne Louise HARPHAM & Richard Paul
BENNETT
July 29th
Lexi Louise ELLIOTT daughter of Michelle Louise & Justin Carl ELLIOTT
Summer Rose CLARKSTONE & Freddie John SPILLING daughter & son of
Chloe Louise FLEMING & John Michael SPILLING

Marriages:July 28th
Jay Aiken LAWRENCE & Chloe Emily BOLTON

Funerals:July 19th
Jean LEES
July 23rd
Doreen LEANING
July 25th
Emma Lilian COX
July 30th
Shirley June CODD
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VOLUNTARY CAR SERVICE
The Voluntary Car Service is available to
help people who have genuine transport
difficulties who reside in North
Lincolnshire. The scheme is run by our charity, HWRA and is supported by North
Lincolnshire Council. Our scheme is well established having been in operation for
over twenty years.
Using volunteer drivers, (who are all DBS
checked) we take individuals (and where
appropriate their carer) to hospitals, GP
Surgeries, clinics, dentists, social care and
wellbeing hubs, local shops etc. A mileage rate
of 45p per mile applies and this is payable direct
to the driver.
To make a booking please telephone our office
on 01652 637700 at least 48 hours prior to your
journey and we will be happy to talk through
your requirements and register you on the
scheme.
VOLUNTEERING – We desperately need more
volunteers to help local people with their
transport needs. If you are interested, please
Driver and Passenger
ring Carole Foster on 01652 637700 for an
informal chat. Alternatively email carole.foster@hwrcc.org.uk.

Helping Aaron
An afternoon tea at the home of Neil and Monica Jacques raised over £360 for
Aaron’s Battle – which is raising money to help Aaron Winstanley continue his
fight against alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare soft tissue and bone cancer.
Aaron is 28 years old and the cancer was already well advanced when diagnosed.
The money will enable Aaron to have immunotherapy, which is not available on
the NHS. It may be his only hope. To find out more, see https://aaronsbattle.com/
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Find the words in the grid. They go in straight lines, but in any direction.
CAMEL
COMMANDMENTS
DISCIPLES
ETERNAL
HEAVEN
KINGDOM
LOVE
NEEDLE

POOR
POSSESSIONS
POSSIBLE
RESPECT
RICH
SAVED
TEACHER
TREASURE

Do you know what Bible story these words come from?
Try to work it out. The solution will be in next month’s magazine.
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August Diary Dates
Wed 1
Aug

st

Fri 3rd

9.30 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am
6.00 pm
11.00 am

Diary meeting (Vicarage)
Wedding Rehearsal
Wedding

Sunday 5th August
8.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm

Trinity 10

Mon 6th
Wed 8th

Transfiguration

9.00 am
9.30 am

Sunday 12th August
8.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm
Wed 15th
Sat 18th

Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Said evening prayer

Trinity 11
Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist (Sea Sunday)
Said Evening Prayer

9.30 am
10.00 am

Said Eucharist
Operation Christmas Child
Summer Fair
OCC Bingo

2.00 pm
Sunday 19th August
8.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm
Mon 20th

Wed. 22

Trinity 12
Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Said evening prayer

9.30 am
Toddler Time
Home Communions this week
PARISH NEWS DEADLINE
9.30 am
Said Eucharist

Sunday 26th August
8.00 am
9.30 am
6.00 pm
Wed 29th

Said Eucharist
Said Eucharist

Trinity 13
Said Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Said Eucharist with hymns

9.30 am

Said Eucharist
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Please note: Some of the clergy will be taking holidays during August. If you need
a priest, at least one will be in Barton. If you can’t find one, then try another!

Church Flowers: Please note there were no donations for church flowers to
report this month.

Glanford Mothers’ Union Festival Service
On the 6th of June several members of St Mary’s Mothers Union attended the
Glanford Festival Service at St Hugh’s Church Old Brumby. The service theme was
“Your Gift to Discover Faith in action”. Branch Banners were placed in the
sanctuary area throughout the service. Joyce East, the St Hugh’s M.U. leader
welcomed us all and we paused to reflect on the theme of the past year “Your Gift
to Discover”.
Revd Canon Cameron Martin presided over the service and anointed everyone
who wished to go forward. Everyone found the whole service a very moving
experience, one that will stay with us all. A programme of this service is available
for all to read on the M.U. notice board at the back of the church. Afterwards we
all enjoyed refreshments and the fellowship of our cluster branches which has
resulted in the opportunity of some collaborative work with other branches.
Details of this will appear on the notice board in due course.
It was a wonderful afternoon and we would like to say a big “Thank You”, to
everyone who worked so hard to make this Festival possible.
Angela Henson, Branch Leader.
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Letter from the Bishop of Grimsby
Dear Friends,
‘Prayer is the heart’s true home. But, you see, we have been in a far country. It’s
been a country of climb and push and shove. It’s been a country of noise and
hurry and crowds. The heart of God is an open wound of love because of this
distance and preoccupation of ours. God mourns that we do not draw near to
him. God weeps over our obsession with “muchness” and “manyness”. And God is
seeking after us. God seeks us like the father rushing out to embrace the prodigal.
God seeks us like the woman who will leave no stone unturned in her
determination to find a lost coin. God seeks us like the shepherd searching,
searching for one last sheep. God is seeking us. God invites us to come home:
home to where we belong to serenity and peace and joy: home to intimacy and
acceptance and affirmation’.
So writes Richard Foster in his book Prayer, and which is quoted again in a book
on spiritual disciplines by his son Nathan (The Making Of An Ordinary Saint).
Exploring the classic spiritual disciplines afresh – submission, fasting, study,
solitude, meditation, confession, simplicity, service, prayer, guidance, worship,
celebration – Nathan Foster makes the point that it is so easy to approach the
disciplines as a checklist. A checklist that either makes us proud if we think we
have achieved them, or downcast if we think we have failed – and we miss the
point that they are not intended to be ends in themselves but simply means of
drawing us closer to God. The God who longs to have that intimacy with us.
It reminds me of one of my favourite quotes from CS Lewis: ‘This is my endlessly
recurrent temptation: to go down to that Sea (that is God) and there neither dive
nor swim nor float, but only to dabble and splash, careful not to get out of my
depth and holding on to the lifeline which connects me with my things temporal’.
Prayer, the disciplines – not ends in themselves, but a means by which we enter
into that deeper intimacy with God that he longs for each one of us. That’s God’s
longing – and that’s the adventure he invites us to journey in.
With every blessing,
Bishop David
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