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A Safe Haven at the Foot of the Cross 

“Life is fired at us at point blank range – we cannot say ‘wait until I have 
sorted it out’”. 

I remember reading the above quote in the late 1970s, in a book about 
high-altitude hot air ballooning by the record-setting balloonist Per 
Lindstrand. It is a maxim that has lived with me ever since, as though 
keeping me psychologically honed for tackling the unexpected challenges 
and difficulties life throws at us. 

The present world health crisis is just one of those challenges, with the 
difference that this time it is a challenge shared with many. This is not a 
test that any of us needs to meet alone.  

However, even the most capable, fit and experienced amongst us 
sometimes find a specific challenge more daunting than others, and a 
sense of fear and loneliness creeps in through our psychological cracks.  

At such times, it does well to remember that there is one who has gone 
before us to prepare a safe road for our journey ahead. One who 
shouldered all our earthly, human sin, great and small, and brought us 
salvation. One who broke down the barriers of death and brought us joy in 
the resurrection and the promise of new life. One who, even now in these 
times of social turmoil and great uncertainty, in the depths of the darkest 
night, and in the silence of our solitude, walks alongside us in our hour of 
need.  

‘I am with you always, even to the end of the age’, said Jesus in Matthew 
28.20.  

As we approach Easter, it is time to heap all our human suffering, worry, 
turmoil, pain, loneliness, frailty and fear in one heap at the foot of the 
Cross. For there is where God can be found, immortal and invisible, yet 
paradoxically visible in the suffering of his son, Jesus Christ crucified; a 
mystical comforting presence for those who see the cross through the 
eyes of Christian faith. That is where we meet God, and where God 
relieves us of our heavy burdens, giving us in exchange the quiet promise 
of peace and everlasting life.  
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‘Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand’, God reassures us in Isaiah 41.10. 

It is at the foot of the Cross where God comes to us in lowliness and 
suffering, in the person of Jesus Christ, and meets us in our weakness, in 
our guilt, and in our own suffering. It is where God embraces us, saying ‘all 
shall be well’.  

When life is fired at us at ‘point blank range’, we have no need to ‘sort it 
out’; God is already doing that for us. We just need to humbly and 
prayerfully take our place at the foot 
of the Cross and have faith. That is 
the message of Easter; it is God’s 
promise of hope to us all, and there 
is space for everyone. 

When the new day dawns, Happy 
Easter to you, and may God’s 
blessing be with you all. 

Fr Robert 

Well, I've never been here before.... 

You know those big industrial sites where they have notice boards outside 
saying 'Days since last accident' and then (hopefully) a sequence of three 
or four digits? Well, unless something happened while Mr Cromwell was 
busily banning Christmas, until mid-March, the sign outside St Mary's 
could have read 'Days since Divine Worship was last suspended in Barton: 
294,555 (give or take), it being about 807 years since King John patched 
up his relationship with the Pope..  

At some point in the future we'll start all over again from 1. 

It is unprecedented, and although people are citing 'The Spirit of the Blitz' 
during the Blitz we could meet to encourage one other and in many parts 
of the country not even hear an air-raid siren. This time it's different, and 
though the spread of COVID-19 may be slowed by the undeniably 
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necessary measures being taken, it's not a simple relationship. Mental 
health problems linked with isolation, already a huge problem in 
Lincolnshire, are bound to increase, and it's a sad truth that the alleviation 
of one sort of suffering will cause another form to become more 
widespread. 

There are many initiatives being developed by community groups and the 
councils to try and minimise this, and Barton's Churches are engaged with 
these projects in different ways. At St Mary's, as part of our particular duty 
to the mental and spiritual well-being of everyone who lives here, we will 
be keeping Church open for as long as we can as a place for personal 
prayer and reflection. (Please do keep to the social distancing 
recommendations - which, in a building our size probably isn't difficult!) 

Along with others we're trying to offer materials for spiritual support as 
well. Some of these are: 

• Each week a short reflection on one of the day's readings, some 
suggestions for prayer and a general update on what's happening will be 
posted on the website. We know not everyone is internet-savvy, so hard 
copies of everything will be available, and there will be an 8.00 service on 
Sundays on BBC Humberside.  

• We've produced a set of prayers which people might find helpful 
or useful, and a short service which can be used in the home as you see 
fit, perhaps at the normal time for 'your' church service, be it 8, 9.30 or 6, 
in the knowledge that other members of St Mary's will be joining you from 
their own homes.) There's also a simple cycle of prayer drawn up for this 
time, which simply calls to mind different groups caught up in the 
emergency on a seven-day cycle.  

• If you do have internet access, Barton FM will also be carrying 
material, including the Lord's Prayer at noon and Compline at the close of 
the day's broadcasting. The station's also intending (courtesy of Fr Robert) 
to offer ‘A Reflection for the Day,’ a recording of Morning /Evening Prayer 
each Sunday and a Prayer for the Day – short prayers used in his daily 
programme.  

• There are lots of things online – the Diocese of Lincoln's website 
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(www.Lincoln.anglican.org) has loads of links and suggestions.  

The clergy will be around more in the building than usual in the coming 
weeks, (though that's not a clandestine invitation to worship together).  
There are other things in the pipeline, but as you can imagine it's been a 
bit hectic shifting to a completely different way of working.  

The reasons for attending worship are unique to each of us. For some it's 
the fellowship, for others a good sing, for still others the chance to argue 
about the sermon. The glaring omission is receiving communion, of 
course:  There is an ancient  way round this, dating from the time of the 
Roman persecutions, to keep a small supply of the consecrated bread at 
home; I've no idea whether it's officially legal or not but if it's something 
you'd like to discuss, please contact David. By definition anyone receiving 
communion at home is likely to be at risk from the virus, so we have had 
to stop regular home communions with immediate effect, but, insofar as 
is humanly possible, emergency ministry will be available from one of us. 

Keep the prayers and the compassion going, and, to quote from a century 
or so ago, 'It'll all be over by Christmas!' Let's hope we're a bit more 
accurate in our predictions than they were last time round. 

Fr David 

Lent Lunches—Thank you 

I was not expecting to be writing this article so soon, but as with its effect 
on so many other aspects of our lives, the Coronavirus has meant that we 
could not continue after the first 3 weeks. 

So, many thanks to all who cooked, served and cleared up each week, as 
we enjoyed delicious homemade soup and crusty bread. 

Thanks also to those who attended. The total raised for the 3 weeks was 
£166,45 compared with last year’s sum which was over £540. So, if you 
would like to support Christian Aid, donations will be accepted up to the 
end of May, either to me or in a marked envelope in the Church safe. The 
Church will be open for private prayer every day, as usual. 

Val Dukes  
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Spring Flowers 

 

Photo by David Orsborne from Pexels 

Before the torrent of the wind, our heads are bowed, laid low 
Our colours banished by cascading rain, and sadly muted, or so ‘twould 
seem. 
No longer can the eye discern the yellows, purples, blues, 
Of springtime’s flowering, nor the beauty of the snowdrop, white, pristine 
But as the wind doth pause for breath, a shaft of sunlight breaking 
through  
Brings life back to the scene, and we responding shake our heads, 
Our flowers uplift once more, a message of assurance, pure and true 
To let you know that we are steadfast, and will bring hope to you. 

And what of us, who tread life’s path with all its highs and lows 
Perhaps believe could handle things whate’er life may dispose, 
But when storms strike, oh then we seek some further answer to our pain 
Some access to a hidden well of solace we might gain. 
Perhaps recall the rainswept flowers – the surety they provide - 
And find the answer lies with Him whose promise doth abide 
That He is ever with you, and will never leave your side. 

David Witter  

https://www.pexels.com/@rosberond?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/beautiful-bloom-blooming-blossom-345075/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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Barton FM Radio 

Whilst we are unable to hold services for public worship in church, Barton 
FM Radio has generously offered to give air-time to our clergy, to lead us 
in prayer and reflective worship – such as the Lord’s Prayer at midday. 

You can tune in to Barton FM Radio by going to www.bartonfmradio.co.uk 
and clicking the ‘listen live’ button. There is also access to the Barton FM 
YouTube Channel. The ‘Live Link’ works using Microsoft Edge, but doesn’t 
work well on Google Chrome. However, the YouTube Site can be reached 
through either platform, and the services etc will be found on the ‘Barton 
Community’ page of YouTube (if that helps!) 

Barton FM will also have ‘A Prayer for the Day’, ‘A Thought for the Day’, 
Compline (Night Prayer) every evening, and a recorded service of Morning 
Prayer and Evening Prayer on Sundays. 

 

From the Archbishop of Canterbury 
 

As we continue responding to 
Coronavirus, a lot of us are wondering 
how we can walk in faith, resist fear, and 
support those who are most vulnerable. 

The first thing to say is that following the 
advice of experts – especially about 
washing our hands regularly and self-
isolating if we have cold or flu symptoms 
– is a really important place to start. 

But what else can we do? Well, the thing 
about having hope, faith and courage is 
that although they are gifts from God, 
we can do our bit to nurture them. 

We can take some time to sit quietly and pray, letting God know about 
those things that are on our hearts and minds. When we do that, we make 
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that connection with God that nourishes and sustains us. 

We can pray for those who are physically vulnerable. Those who are 
financially insecure and worried about needing to take time off work. 
Those who live in countries without public healthcare systems. Those who 
do not have family or friends and are facing this situation alone. 

We can pray for healthcare workers and political leaders who are 
responding to this crisis and bearing the incredible responsibility of trying 
to keep us safe. 

That brings us to resisting fear. One way to avoid being overwhelmed by 
fear is turning our attention to helping someone. Is there a person in your 
life, or your community, that you could call on the phone and see if 
they’re okay? Maybe it was someone that you prayed for? 

Perhaps they can’t get to the shops – could you pick up some groceries for 
them? Perhaps they are self-isolating and feeling lonely – could you call 
them on the phone and see how they are? 

If you have some spare income, or 
some spare food, could you 
donate to your local food bank? 

Let’s remember that we are in this 
together. Let’s look after ourselves 
and our communities, gain 
courage from each other, and walk 
together in hope and faith. 

As it says in Psalm 46: “God is our 
refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.” 
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Church Flowers 

 
Donations for Church flowers have been 
received in loving memory of:-  
 
Keith Goulding 
Denzyl Blanchard 
Stan. Robinson 
Paul Thornton, 
H. S. (Bob) Griffiths 
W. Jeremy Griffiths 
Brian Creasey 
Edna and John Bellamy  
Hugh McMahon 
 
 
 

From the Registers 
Baptisms:- 
Mar 8th Jenson James Bernard SONLEY son of Ellen Cherie Rose 

NORTH & Andrew Christopher SONLEY 
 

Marriages:-  None in March 

 

Funerals:- 

Mar 10th Barbara Maureen WELCH 

Mar 11th Sheila LEWIS 

Mar 18th Bryan EDWARDS 

Mar 23rd Rodney Harold Robert Eric CLAPSON 
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St Mary’s Ladies’ Group 

The group 
enjoyed a 
splendid 
Afternoon tea at 
the Ropewalk, 
where we tucked 
in to tasty 
sandwiches, 
quiche, scones 
and cream and 
delightfully 

gooey cakes. There were copious amounts of tea and coffee and everyone 
enjoyed the social scene. We then watched a showing of "The Good Liar" 
starring Helen Mirren and Ian McKellen which was an interesting film 
enjoyed by all. 

Our meeting began with a presentation of flowers to Margaret Ainley on 
the occasion of her 90th birthday before we heard from Sue Hawkmoon 
who came to tell us about felt-making. She told us something of her 
background, she was self-taught and based in Brigg, spending her time 
teaching, running workshops, showing at festivals and pop-up stalls. She 
demonstrated how to make the felt picture, starting with strands of 
merino wool which she built up in layers of different colours until she had 
the basic picture formed. A different texture was achieved by teasing the 
wool with a needle and details of beads, needlework and other materials 
were added as necessary. This process was known as dry-felting but felt 
could also be made in a wet-felting process. Here the wool was layered up 
using cross warping to make a picture with wool strips which was then 
wetted, put between bubblewrap and rubbed with soapy hands and 
squeezed and thrown in a towel and bamboo mat until it had shrunk by 
about 40%.  

Sue also makes 3D items like owls, mushrooms etc as well as pictures and 
plant pots, many of which she supplies in kit form. her work in schools 
included large wall hangings often made by the whole school. 
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A member of St. Mary’s Ladies Group, Margaret Ainley, was presented 
with a card and some flowers to celebrate her forthcoming 90th birthday.  

 

 

Sue Hawkmoon who gave a very interesting talk and demonstration to St. 
Mary's Ladies Group on felt making. 
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Church Spring Cleaning 
 

We would be delighted and very 
grateful to see anyone who can 

spare an hour or more (starting at 
9am) to help with the Annual 

Spring Clean. Volunteers will be re-
warded for their efforts with un-
limited tea, coffee and biscuits! 

Look forward to seeing you there! Thanks! 
 

Tuesday 7th April 
 

Sweets and Chocolate Quiz 

The Sweets and Chocolates Quiz closed on 7th March. I had lots of good 
feedback to say how much people had enjoyed attempting the quiz. 

Many thanks to everyone who took part and to those people who helped 
to sell the quiz sheets. We raised £207.00 towards the Roof Fund. 

There were twelve completely correct entries and these were entered into 
a draw and the winner was drawn out by Peter Large. 

The winner has said that she intends to give the prize to her 
grandchildren, to buy ...... some sweets! 

The answers are posted on the Roof Fund notice board at the back of the 
church. 

I intend to produce another quiz around October time, about birds, so 
look out for that one. 

Once again, thanks to everyone who supported the quiz. 

Gavin Chapman.  
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SPRING WORDSEARCH 

Can you find 21 words relating to Spring? Answers on page 24 

L A M B S F N L O P B R E M N 

Q X V G I K J A Z O R B E E S 

W R H U S E V A E L O S S F B 

O B D Y J D V H I L P T H C I 

B H Y A C I N T H E I Q O X R 

N I L N F Q C T W N A Z W Y D 

I B I O A F R X G G W U E L S 

A L L U K Y O C S Z P V R F O 

R O J U T N C D X T V U S A N 

O S G G E N U B I U R Q Z J G 

Z S L S T B S H T L A N R E V 

A O S D O Q E B M I K Q Z X W 

K M A N Z K S L H P Y T A I V 

U E V I N R X I L S E L G M I 

G R O W T H W K Z S K C I H C 

 

A visiting couple went into a Quaker Guesthouse. Since they were 
strangers, the Warden approached them to ask “Are you Friends?” “No,” 
they replied, “We’re married!” 

The Family Service was being conducted by a visiting clergyman during the 
absence of the Vicar. He asked the children what they had given up for 
Lent. One bright spark spoke up: We’ve given up the Vicar!” 

There will be an Adam and Eve Social in the Hall next Thursday. Starts 
8pm. Leaves off midnight. 
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‘We believe in the resurrection…’ 

 
When Christians gather together each week and proclaim their belief in 
the resurrection of the body, what exactly do we mean? 

In the Bible, St Paul devotes a whole chapter to questions like this, and he 
includes this incredible statement: 

 
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has 
been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to 
be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ — whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have 
perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 

(1 Corinthians 15.13–19; NRSV) 
 
He goes on to make it extremely clear that what he is talking about is 
indeed a physical, bodily resurrection – we will be given new bodies, 
similar to but different from our earthly bodies. It is not, as the mistaken 
vestry prayer says, the ‘souls of the faithful departed’ which will ‘rise in 
glory’. It is their bodies! 

But the resurrection is a spiritual reality as well as a physical one. The idea 
of resurrection tells us that whatever the circumstances, however low 
things might get, there is nothing that God is unable to change. Even 
death itself could not hold Jesus, and there are no circumstances in our 
lives which are beyond his reach and beyond his redemption.  

So, for what resurrection are you hoping and praying this Easter-time? 
Where in your life and circumstances are you looking for God’s new life? 
Paul ends his chapter with this triumphant cry: 
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“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
“Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?” 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 15.54–57; NRSV) 
 

 

 
 
“And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, 
and exercised, and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of 
being, and were still. And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some 
prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the people began to 
think differently. 

“And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, 
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

“And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they 
grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, 
and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been 
healed.” 

~ Kitty O’Meara 

 

Christ is the Morning Star, who when the light of this world has dimmed 

promises the light of life and renews us with the gift of hope.     ~  Ven Bede 



17 

 

EASTER QUIZ 

1. Who plays Hannah Brown in the 1948 American musical film Easter 
Parade? 

2. Easter Island belongs to which country? 

3. What name is given to the Sunday before Easter, and why? 

4. In 1873, which company introduced the first chocolate Easter egg in 
Britain? 

5. How many hours did the darkness last when Jesus was on the cross? 

6. Which poet wrote the poem Easter, 1916? (It describes the poet's 
emotions regarding the events of the Easter Rising in Ireland against 
British rule in 1916.) 

7. Which light fruit cake, with two layers of almond paste or marzipan, is 
traditionally eaten during the Easter period? 

8. What was the name of the hill where Jesus was crucified? 

9. Which item of clothing is particularly associated with Easter parades? 

10. At the Last Supper, which food 
did Jesus liken to his body? 

11. Which Russian jewellery firm is 
famed for designing elaborate 
jewel-encrusted eggs? 

12. On what day are hot cross buns 
traditionally eaten? 

13. How many pieces of silver did 
Judas trade the life of Jesus for? 

14. What was Simon of Cyrene made to do by the Romans? 

15. Nick Easter is a former professional sportsman in which sport? 

 

Answers on page 24 
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Coronavirus help 

Wellbeing and Community Aid North Lincs has a new website. The group 
has formed from the smaller groups on Facebook offering help to anyone 
needing it in this time of pandemic crisis, and will be looking to help 
people access food, complete errands  and provide accurate and timely 
information on the local picture, particularly those who are elderly, 
disabled and/or immunocompromised. 

The group is made up of volunteers in the community, and is part of a 
nationwide movement to help those who need it, without compromising 
anyone’s personal safety. 

The website has been set up to disseminate current news and advice 
about Covid-19, to help with any problems they can, from collecting 
shopping and walking dogs through to sharing entertainment – books, 
DVDs, etc, - or delivering treats to those confined to the house, and to 
enable anyone fit and interested to volunteer to help others. Anyone 
needing help can request it through the website. 

To find out more, go to 
http://wellcommnl.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR39WULMtv8XLmYAT82vTJeLK88HHl
tdoy57BCasFOT5tKqFuWOAxLiUotE 

This is British community spirit at its best, and will be a useful resource. If 
anyone would like to request help with day-to-day problems through the 
site, but does not have access to a computer, call a church member who 
can do it for you – if you don’t know anyone who has a computer, call me!  

Carol Thornton (Editor) – 01652 634142 

 

What did the janitor say when he jumped out of the closet? SUPPLIES! 

A French snail purchased a new sports car. He told the salesperson that he 
wanted the letter "S" painted on both sides of the car. The salesman asked 
what is the "S" for? Snail? The Snail answered, "No, when I drive by I want 
people to say "Wow, look at that 'S' car go!" 

 

http://wellcommnl.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR39WULMtv8XLmYAT82vTJeLK88HHltdoy57BCasFOT5tKqFuWOAxLiUotE
http://wellcommnl.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR39WULMtv8XLmYAT82vTJeLK88HHltdoy57BCasFOT5tKqFuWOAxLiUotE
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Something more infectious 

Remarks made at St Martin-in-the-Fields on 15 March 2020 by the Revd. 
Dr. Sam Wells. 

We come to church each Sunday, we pray and read our Bibles through the 
week, to prepare ourselves. Jesus grew up in Nazareth, travelled around 
Galilee to prepare himself for Jerusalem. In Jerusalem people discovered 
who he truly was, and what his words and actions really entailed. We’ve 
spent decades, many of us, preparing we knew not what for. Well, now we 
know. This is the moment when the world finds out whether being a 
Christian makes any difference or not. 

In Britain, we say pray for a sunny day, but take an umbrella. I’m not saying 
in the face of the virus we don’t take sensible steps. We must follow public 
health advice. We do so not because others are a danger to us, but 
because we might, directly or indirectly be a danger to them. We’re a 
community defined not by fear but by trust, not by scarcity but by plenty, 
not be anxiety but by communion. It’s time to show our true colours. 

This is the time to find ways to overcome isolation that don’t involve 
touch. We have this opportunity to explore the hinterland of the word 
with, that doesn’t always involve physical presence, but still means 
solidarity and kindness, generosity and love. We will limit our contact to 
protect the most vulnerable, but we still need to proclaim that there’s 
something more infectious than coronavirus – and that’s joy and peace, 
faithfulness and gentleness. 

It was in its most bewildered hour that Israel in exile found who God truly 
was. This is our chance to discover what God being with us really means. 
None of us would for a moment have wished this crisis on anybody, let 
alone the whole world. But our faith teaches us that we only get to see 
resurrection through crucifixion; that we see God most clearly in our 
darkest hour. 

Remember what Isaiah tells us. You shall cross the barren desert; but you 
shall not die of thirst. You shall wander far in safety – though you do not 
know the way. If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not 
drown. If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed. If 
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you stand before the power of hell and death is at your side, know that I 
am with you through it all. Be not afraid, says our God. I am with you like 
never before. 

This is our faith. 

 

[Networks are being set up in Barton to help those isolated, lonely and 
needing errands running, and volunteers will be very welcome. 

Perhaps we should also pray that if the general population is afraid, they 
might want to look into joining a church...? We’re really quite nice! - Ed] 

 

The Ropewalk 

In line with recent recommendations The Ropewalk closed its doors to the 
public on Friday, March 20. This will be for an undetermined period of 
time and will remain under review in line with government advice. 

We are busy working on many scenarios depending on when we re-open 
and will be trying to continue to support artists and other creatives that 
have workshops, exhibitions etc booked in with us.  The Ropewalk 
continues to be open to artists who have their studios here, Fathom Work 
tenants, and is still available to host meetings. 

Several customers have asked what they can do to help us; perhaps you 
might consider purchasing a gift voucher by phone. That way you are 
helping The Ropewalk cash flow and you will be able to use it later in the 
year for a meal, Ropery Hall events, a workshop or a treat from the 
galleries. If you can afford to do so please hang on to tickets and workshop 
bookings until we can rearrange classes and shows in the autumn, if 
however, you would prefer a refund we will sort that out for you. 

If you were due to visit us for a workshop or performance, our team will 
contact you directly. Please do not contact the Box Office as they are 
receiving a large volume of calls and will deal with your query as soon as 
possible.  



21 

 

To all the creatives and organisations we work with, good luck and stay 
well. I am sure you will all feel for our staff team of 35 people.   We will 
miss welcoming you to our building but we will be here to welcome you 
on the other side.   

Best wishes 

Liz 

 

If you hear me singing Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra 

songs, it means I have Croonervirus 

 

Wilderspin National School  

Hull Steampunk Rebels returned in March for another festival of costume, 
gadgets and demonstrations.  The setting of the School and the 
surrounding historic buildings provides a wonderful backdrop for this 
unique event which we aim to repeat next year, unrestrained by health 
issues. 

Like everywhere else, the Virus situation is curtailing our activities.  We’ve 
had to close the Museum, but at the time of writing the café continues – 
rising to the challenge by spreading out inside and out to create a safer 
environment, but the situation changes daily.   

Alice in Wonderland has been postponed.  All four shows were virtually 
sold out and it promised to be the best Friends of Barton show yet.  But 
we are rescheduling it so we are hoping most ticket holders can hang on 
to their tickets and transfer them to the new dates.  We are grateful to 
those who have kindly donated their ticket money to help with the 
current situation and to help the Trust with its restoration plans for the 
former Chapel.  For those requiring a refund, with the Museum closed, it’s 
probably best to ring or email so we can make the necessary 
arrangements. 

We’re not cancelling plans yet for a VE Day anniversary weekend in May, 
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or our Spring Quiz Night on 22 May – you can register your team now.  We 
are confident our next Old Time Music Hall will proceed on 12 September 
so do let us know if you know of artistes who could join in the revelry.  

 

Barton – upon – Humber Civic Society 

Regrettably, the talk about the Humber Wildlife & Wetlands had to be 
cancelled in March due to the Virus.  There’s obviously a question mark 
over future talks but we’ll keep them in the diary for now.  They are: April 
17, afternoon talk about Dr Mary Murdoch: Suffragist and Social 
Reformer.  

Friday 15 May, 7.30pm, Scunthorpe Samaritans by David Wildman from 
the Scunthorpe Samaritans branch. 

Friday 19 June, 7.30pm, NEW ADDITION to the programme: The Centre of 
Excellence and our local history by Joe Irving. 

We’ll keep you updated via the next edition and online in the usual way. 
 

Representatives of the Society attended the public meeting about the 
Local Plan Consultation held at Baysgarth School in February.   It was an 
opportunity for us to share the Society’s proposals for improvements at 
the Interchange.  There was much valuable feedback and great support for 
the scheme. 
 

We have also been busy meeting with North Lincolnshire Council and 
WREN regarding proposals for the new by-pass, in an effort to achieve an 
optimum solution that addresses the growing traffic issues without 
impeding the benefits to the town of factory expansion. 
 

The Society extends its condolences and best wishes to the families of 
Maureen Welch and Rodney Clapson.  Maureen was a long-standing 
committee member of the Society, and for many years our programme 
organiser.  Rodney contributed significantly to our understanding of the 
transport history of the Humber.  Both will be sadly missed.   
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SUDOKU  -  (by special request!) 

1 5  6  3 2   

    4  3 7 8 

3     8    

5 1     9   

  2    6 1  

  4 3   2   

7 3 5 8     6 

 8      4  

 6 9    8   

To complete the Sudoku, complete the blank squares so that each number 
from 1 to 9 appears only once in each row, in each column, and in each 
3x3 box. 

(If you need a hint, try following a line across to see what’s missing, then 
trace the columns to see whether any of the missing numbers are already 
in the same column as the blank square.) Or just phone a friend. Or the 
editor who put this puzzle in! 

 

A Sunday School class was studying the Ten Commandments. They were 
ready to discuss the last one. The teacher asked if anyone could tell her 
what it was. Susie raised her hand, stood tall, and quoted, “Thou shall not 
take the covers off the neighbour’s wife.” 

My friend said to me: "What rhymes with orange" I said: "No it doesn't". 

I accidentally swallowed a bunch of scrabble tiles. My next trip to the 
bathroom could spell disaster. 

William Colgate, inventor of the famous brand of toothpaste was born at 
home in Hollingbourne in the borough of Maidstone, Kent. The house is 
notable for having no plaque.  
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ANSWERS 

WORDSEARCH 

DAFFODIL 
LILY 
EGGS 
NESTING 
BUDS 
BLOSSOM 

CHICKS 
TULIPS 
GROWTH 
VERNAL 
WINDS 
SHOWERS 

CROCUSES 
HYACINTH 
BEES 
LAMBS 
POLLEN 
BLUEBELLS 

LEAVES 
RAINBOW 
BIRDSONG 

 

EASTER QUIZ 

1. Judy Garland 

2. Chile 

3. Palm Sunday, to remember 

the palms strewn in front of 

Jesus as he arrived in Jerusa-

lem. 

4. J.S. Fry & Sons 

5. 3 hours 

6. W. B. Yeats 

7. Simnel cake 

8. Golgotha 

9. Ladies hat 

10. Bread 

11. Faberge 

12. Good Friday 

13. 30 pieces of silver 

14. Carry the cross for Jesus 

15. Rugby 

A venerable old gentleman, a member of the choir, had a voice the 
organist described as “like a lorry unloading a ton of gravel”. He was also 
rather deaf, but had just been given a new hearing aid. 
The Vicar asked how he was getting on with it. “Oh, it’s fine,” he said, “but 
I always switch it off during the sermon to save the battery.” 

Have you heard of Murphy’s Law? 
Yeah. 
What is it? 
If something can go wrong, then it will. 
That’s right. Now have you heard of Cole’s Law? 
No, what is it? 
Thinly sliced cabbage in mayonnaise. 


